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hand, assisted by Thomas Harris, came into existence that cele-

brated series of Maryland Law Reports, embracing the most

important land and other cases that had been decided in the

Provincial Court and Court of Appeals, from the year 1700

down to the American Revolution and subsequently to the

year 1800. He is also the author of a valuable work on the

Ejectment Law of Maryland. In 1820, <5r abovt that time,

ho became tired of the world, as that expression is commonly

understood, or rather perhaps, fell in love with the wilderness,

and retired to the solitude of the Alleghany mountains, where

he has since resided. He is the owner of an extensive domain,

comprehending a number of beautiful glades, the whole of

which he seems anxious to preserve as he received it from the

hand of Nature, instead of mutilating it to an undue extent

with the plough. Being independent in circumstances and

having a wife who sympathizes with him in his refined tastes,

ho has surrounded himself with all that can render the life of

an educated recluse pleasant and profitable ; a comfortable

dwelling, with convenient out-houses, a perpetually replenished

larder, with good cooks and faithful servants, and a well-

selected library.

In every particular, Mr. McHenry is a first-rate specimen

of that rapidly-diminishing class of Americans, denominated

"gentlemen of the old school ;" and, on presenting to him my
letter of introduction, I was quite fascinated with his elegant

bearing, while my love for the picturesque in costume was gra-

tified by his morning-gown and the William Penn hat which

surmounted his snowy head of hair. I was welcomed with the

heartiest cordiality, and am still a guest under his roof, and I

regret that the customs of polite society will not permit me to

speak of him as I could desire. He has been an extensive

traveller in Europe and the United States, and alleges that he

has never breathed an atmosphere equal in healthfulness to

that of the Alleghany glade country. In politics he is a

genuine Federalist, and an enthusiastic admirer of Washington

and his noble contemporaries. Though a devoted lover of the

wilderness, he was never a follower of the chase, and but little


