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Intelligence has been brought us in no ambiguous lan-

guage, that wo are in imminent danger of one of the great-

est possible evils, that ota befal a country ; already the ap-

prehension of war, and the premonitory din of arms, omin-

ous of the mortal strife, are in the midst of us. That God,

in his infinite mercy, may turn away and dissolve this im-

pending cloud of calamity, is the burden ofevery good man*s

prayer. Without attempting to balance the probabilities,

whether or not, this evil may descend upon us, the voice

that given us warning is one that demands, in all cases, the

most profound attention, and, notwithstanding the symptoms

of peace that appear on the present countenance of aflfairs,

it may be as well for us to remember, that it is a voice

which has seldom or never been known to give a false alarm.

It is yet too early to indulge the flattering hope, that the

danger is even already on the eve of departing, and while

it is our duty to study the things which ** make for peace"

—to abstain from all irritating language—to keep clear of

all acta of aggression and injustice—and in particular with

respect to the citizens of the United States, who may happen

to come among us, or reside amongst us with honourable

purposes, to treat them, if possible, with more than ordinary

respect and hospitality, and take care that they be shielded

in person and property by the laws of our country ; I say,

while it is our duty in such things as these to be very studi-

ous of peace, we may recollect at the same time, that it is

an additional security when we are prepared for the resist-

ance of violence. One is never so ready to strike an adver-

sary when he stands armed from head to foot, prepared to

defend himself. Had Abel taken the precaution to fix a few

inches of iron to his shepherd's crook, perhaps his brother

Cain would have been less ready to become his murderer*

On the supposition that the calamity ofwar should light

jipon us, there is one circumstance that should be kept pro-


