
606 GENERAL VIEW ^F SINGAPORE.

General view.—^As a commerciid mart, and key to the

navigation of the seas, in which it is situate, this settlement is

of incalculable importance ; we have seen by the foregoing

accounts, that it has sprung up within the short space of ten

or twelve years from a desert isle to a rich and flourishing

settlement, exporting annually 3,000,000/. worth of goods. It

has two periodical journals well conducted ; its inhabitants

are imbued with a manly andindependent spirit, and its trade

is as yet but in its infancy. The opening of the Chinese mar-

ket will not diminish its resort, but on the contrary, increase

it ; situate as it is in the centre of myriads of active and in-

dustrious nations, inhabiting rich and fertile lands, abound-

ing in every species of tropical produce, of which Europe,

America, or China has need, ready to receive in return the

manufactures of Britain to an almost illimitable extent, and

being unmolested in its progress by harbour duties, dues, or

charges of any description, it requires nothing but a \i^ith-

drawal of England from her narrow minded and miserable

commercial policy of excluding eastern produce, to make our

trade with the Asiatic Archipelago (of which Singapore is

now the entrep6t) one of the most valuable branches of our

mercantile connexions.

[In the preceding edition a complete view was given of the

Chinese Empire, which it was necessary to omit in the pre-

sent, owing, to the large quantity of additional and important

matter furnished f'om the India House ; and which was of

course more intrinsioally valuable than that portion relating

to China.] ...
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