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ILLUSTRIOUS SEAMEN, &c. 4)i

'* plaints of his mariners, and fifliers, upon the coafts

** of Scotland, that within thefe four, or five lafl years^

'< the Low-G)untry fiihers have takeii fo gl-eat advan-
** tages of his majefty^s toleration, that they have

grown nearer^ and hearer, upon his majefty's coafts,

year, by year, than they did in preceding times^

" without leaving any bounds for the couOtry-people^
" and natives to fiHi upon their prince's coafts, aiid

'* opprefted fomeof his fubjeds, of intent to continue
'' their pretended pofteflion, and driven fome of their

« great veffels through their nets, to deter Others^ by
''fear of the like violence, from fiftiing near them/
'* &Ci. His majefty cannot forbear to tell jthem, that

*'. he is fo well perfuaded of the equity of the ftates^

"and of the honourable refpe^ which they bear unto

''him, and to his fubjefts, for his fake^ that they*
'* will never allow fo unjuft, and intolerable oppref'

" fions; for reftraint whereof, and to prevent the in*

" conveniei^cies which muft ^nfue, upon the continu-i

" ance of the fame, his majefty hath, by me, defired-

"them to write to th(sir fuperiors to eatife prpclama-^

*' tion to be made, prohibiting any of their fubjeds to

** fifli ' within fourteen miles of his majefty's coafts,

** during this year, or in any time hereafter, until

" orders be taken by commifllionersj. to be authorized

" on both fides, for a final fettling of the main bufi-

** nefs. His majefty hath likewifc direded me to

** comndiand you from him to make the Kke declarant

** tion, and inftance to the ftatcs there, and to certify

** to his majefty of their anfwerS, with what conveni-
^

** ent fpeed you may,'*

What effe6fc the pegociation of the ^mbaftador had

on the ftates, appears by his letter, from the Hague^

dated on the flxth of February, in the year, one thou-
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