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oIiiutIips, he is free of Manio, but he is rcpresentefl as trachiiifj lliat " the

Apusflpx and nU the church until four ur live hundreil years aj^o uri.lerfii()0<l

by baptism immemiini, and never 8i)rinkied any bfxly except tlit sick " We
don't ^o to uninspired history to learn what was the practice of the Vixtatles.

We f^o to their own writiu^^s which are as oix'ii to the n).:?niliers of tin* ( luircli

as tu Prof. Paine. We are willing to hear what he has to say as a teacher of

history, but it would be verj' unwise to accept his liistorical report without

examination, especially if it has a bearintj on Christian faith or practice.

Even Dr. Carson who never, I am persuaded, made an incorrect statement

intentionally, has so represented the views of Cyprian as to call forth the fol-

owins from Prof. Wilson :—" A statement more completely at variance with

ancient record we have seldom detected in tiie works of any autlior of

character, and we are not, therefove, surprised at the strong langUitLif of Dr.

Halley, when he says, ' Either the writer of the;,e assertions is not a reader

of Cyprian, or he is not an honest man.'" Paul commended the Berians

because they would not take his word without examination.

To return to Aristotle's baptism of the African coast. I ajirm'd in a

jocular mood never supposing that any one would be ridiculoua enough to

contradict it, that the sea coast is covered by tlie tide, not by beiiii; dipped,

or pluiiyed, or i)nnierse.d nxio il. How does the Ed. M. meet thish He op-

poses to me the testimony of Paine that immersion was the practice of the

ancient Church ! and of Canon Lightfoot who expounds Paul's word to the

Colossians (liuried with him in Ijaptism, S:c.) as i-.p/i/ivf/ immprsion ! Had I

stated that Saint John is not the Capital of N. Brunswick, there would be

as nuich sense in opposing to me the testimony of Lord Dufferin and Gov.

Archibald that Halifax is the Capital of Xova Scotia.

In my letter to the Witness, I ejpressb/ stated tlat as far as aryument

goes the Baptists are welcome to the history, yet as if history was tlie sheet

anchor, a great part of the reply consists of a historical statement of Paine.

It is this likely that has deceived i)oor .1. Brown of Cow Bay. who hiis fallen

into the mistake ihat I was leaving the Bible to found on history, wlien I

am pleading against an appeal to history in favor of the Bible and in op-

position to Baptists. Suppose all Paine states to be true, except tliat the

term primHive used by himself and Coleman, and the terms o/wV/m^'/ and normal

used by Schaff, might be understood to nuike the Apostles responsi)>le for tlie

aberrations of the ancient Church, we are no nearer to the solution of the

(piestions—What is baptism ?—How is baptism to be administered;' Sui^

pose that it is fully ascertained and admitted that Baptism h;/ sprinUinf/ was

ridiculed by the Devil's ministers, who transformed tlunisphes into the

Apostles of Christ, an<l <)pposed Paul at Corinth, or by Diotrephes, loving

pre-eminence, who rejected John, and thai through their activity, comi)ass-

ing sea and land to make proselytes, it, was universally abandoned and im-

mersion, with a\i its superstitious and shameless api>endages, substituted in

its room, we must still come to the Scrii)ture to l-^arn whether the practice

of the Church has the sanction of her divine Hea<l. The Israelites had not

dwelt in Broths at the feast of tabernacles from the time of Jo-htia till the

end of the Babylonish captivity, but the practice was revived under Nehe-

miah and Ezra, because " they found written in the law which the Lord had

eononanded by Moses, that the children of k-rael should dw>.ll in booths in
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