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ot the Ships off of the North Chanel of 'Dunkirk, or to keep un-
der fail, as Ihould be thought moft lafe, and t -r at che fame time
fome others ihould be lent to cruife between ^eac/jy and Tyieppe,

to intercept the Enemy's Ships which might come from Ifejl Francey
or to give him notice if they got fight of them, that fo he might
endeavour to prevent their joining thofe at 'Dunkirk.

The 6th in the Morning one of his Scouts made the Signal of fee-

ing Ships Weftward, upon which he immediately unmoored, and got
under Sail ; and as he was dilpatching his Letter to give an Account
of this to the Lord High-Admiral, he received Advice from Major-
General Cadogan, by his Aid de Camp, who left OJteud the 4th at

/tdvkt of the
Night in a Sloop, that the Pretender arrived at 'Dunkirk the loth,

prttaniier N. S. aud that fifteen French Battalions, commanded by the Count
from General ^g Gucc, bciug to cmbatk tor Scotland, he had, in purfuance of Her
<^aaog»n.

Majcfty's Commands, provided Shipping at Bruges, for ten Batta-

lions, which Ihould be ready to fail by the i8th, or 19th, N. S. and
defired he would appoint fucb a Convoy as he judged neccflary to

lee them lafe to Creat Britain. He alfo acquainted him that he
was informed from the Penfionary of Holland eight of their Ships

were ready to join him, whofe Rendezvous was Schoon-Velde, on the

Coaft oi Zealand', and with this Letter the Major-General fent him
an Account of the Enemy's Ships at 'Dunkirk, which he affured

him he might depend upon.

Befides this, the Gentleman who brought thefe Difparches ac-

quainted him, that after he had parted from the General, he was
informed by the Governor oiOJiend that the Enemy had embarked
all their Troops, but that when our Squadron appeared o([ of Grave-

liu, they put them on fhore again ; that fince his tailing thence, they

were ordered to embark a Iccond time, and, as he believed, might

in a Day or two be all ready to fail.

When Sir George Byng received this Intelligence, the Wind blew

freih at S. W. by W. and he intended to proceed immediately to

'Dunkirk, or to govern himlelf as the Weather would permit, lb as

that he might be able to do the hcSi Service ; but it blew fo very

frelh South-Wcfterly all that Day, and the next Morning, as to put

by che Cruifers he had ftationed Wcftward, which in thick Weather,

Our ships fall at Six in the Morning, had fallen in with eleven Sail, and were wirh-

fome in Gun-fliot of Ibme of them. They judged them to be five fromm utt:

of ih€ Em-
50 to 60 Guns, the others of fmaller Force, and were chafed by
them till they came in fight of our Squadron. Upon the Signal

which thclc Cruiiers made, Sir George Byng immediately weigh-d,

and ftood over towards the Enemy's Ships, which ftrerched away
for Gravelitt 'Pits, and were ib f?r a-head, that he judged it to no
purpofc to puriiie them, fo that he purpofed to lie off the North

Chanel of 'Dunkirk, to prevent their proceeding to Sea from

thence.

When it was Night he came to an Anchor between 'Dover and

Calais, it being then dead Calm ; but before it was Day a very ircHi

Gale Iprung up at E. N. E. which obliged him to continue at an An-

chor until the Windward Tide was made, when !ie got under Sail,

but


