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What is the Maine Law ? The most erroneous ideas

are afloat respecting its pnnciples and provisions. Dur-
ing the reigns of Edward HI. and Henry VIII. of

ICngland Sumptuary I^aws were in force. They were
designed to prevent luxury. They specified the kind

and the cost of the clothing to be worn, of the furniture

to be used, of the food to be eaten» There are not a few
who look upon the Maine Law in a similar light. They
think that it is intended to effect in regard to drinking
what these were intended to effect in regard to diet

and dress. Be it known, therefore, at the outset, that

the Maine is no Sumptuary Law. It takes cognizance,

not of the use, but simply and solely of the Manufacture
and Sale of Intoxicating Liquor. It does not forcibly

wrest the cup from a man's hands and peremptorily inter-

dict his touching, tasting or handling at all. He may
drink as uch as he likes, if he only gets it in a legiti-

mate way.
The Maine Law prohibits his making merchandise

of it. It plies bim with the patriotic consideration, that

* The Soi.a of Temperance at the Quarterly ineetin(ir, held In Newport, January,
;'167d, ordered tive thoiisan^l copies of the aoooinp-nying Leetareto b« pHblutud
for general circulation.—J. Parsuhb, Grand Bcrit>e.
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