Ordinary folk do not , in their normal life, run into opportumitizss
for perscnal service in social work. They ars uny about offering thzir
service® sven if they know their scorviced ar: sought; thsy quite
Justifiably question thoir abilidty: to render sarvice feeling that they do
not undorstand "how thz other half liwves"; they arz ropelled by dirt,
dissasz, and rough manners.

institutions, and Social Centres
arﬁusa, 13V?]cp r hold the interest of such voluntsers
service®, because of lack of time to ive
the difficultics mentioned above,
own limited concapticon of th2ir own work.

Sceial work of any varisty can be presented in such a way that it will
challengz the arblu*on thz courags and the 10111ty of the most forceful

B~

and ablc men and wcmen our Universities con produce.

There is nothing inhsrently wrong with the psrscnal sorvice of sociazl
should meke it fail to 2ppsal to young men and women. If it
zppeal, we may assume that wz are either painfing the picture of
y doing sloppy santimental werk, which fails tc attract ocur vigorous
YOUDF ﬁvﬂ and womzen bscause it fails Lo challenge ths best that is is them.
I do not inteond te leave the questicn withoutl a stion,
which was made two ysars ago tc anothsr informal p afts 3 dlwﬁ
Conference of Sccial Work met here in 1921.

We néed a thoroughly well-qualified person to
burean,

1. to tzll people what opportunities there are,
22 to fit the right people into the right places.

I believe th2 right person is available and a person who would be a
valuable addition to our 'teaching spaff at McGill University in the Depart-—
ment of Social Bervice.

CONCTUSION.

Some of us who have spent the greater part of our adult lives in social
work find it hard to realize that the avsrage person simply does not think
about the economic effects of social maladjustment.

To the thoughtful social werkar, the tubercular man, ths syphylitic
girl in hospital, the boy thief in a reformatcry, the despendent widowed
mother whose husband was killed by an unguarded piece of machineryp and the
vagrant beggar present themsslves first and foremost as so much economic
waste, a dead loss to be debited to the cperationaccount of Canada. To
the social worker, they appear, as they are in fact, vast consumers of
wealth producing nothing, absolute parasites living at the expense cf those
who producs wealth,




