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cal înetbods. That lias occurred by pure
accident, it %vas nlot due to any de-
signl, but simply to the fact of liow
large a number of seuators. have passed
over to the great rnajority ln recent years,
and 1 hope are now enjoying the reward
of their labours. During 1889 there were
flve vacancies, during 1890 six ; 1891, seven;
1892, four; 1893, four; 1894, five; 1895, three;
1896, eight; 1897, four; 1898, three; 1890,
seven; 1900, one; 1901, eigbt; 1902, seven..
Then cornes a dark letter year, a black year,
1903, when no less than thirteen senators
were removed from this House; niost of
thern, I think, died. Ia 1904 there were four
vaeancles; in 1905, tbree, and ln 1906, one,
a total of 93 since 1889. The eff ect of this
bas been to bring ln a number of men freshi
frorn the polltlcs of the House of Commons.
and theil was latroduced for the first tiine
in thîs flouse, se far as I arn aware, a
party caucus or a party whip. 1 do nlot say
It was done wlth any Intention. These ge;i
tlemen sirnply liad acquired the habits of
the House of Commons and tbey carne here
lrnbued with the saine feelings.

But the public are. qulck to take no-
tie of that; the reporters are about and
any of thern wbo are disposed to condemn
lt, wlien they find political reason for
doing 80, act upon it. Now, there are
other reasons, and one of thern is the
sruallness of the quorum whlch we con-
aider necessary. In taking up thîs measure
1 forgot to mention about the schernes of
reform. that have been introduced. The ln-
ventors of these sciee will pardon rne
for saylng that I consîder they are chîrneri-
cal. I conalder that we had better bear
the evîla wc have than fly te those we
know not of. I consider the systems pro-
posed by the bon. Minlater of Trade and
Cornmerce and the bon. gentleman frorn
Marshfield, of appoiltment to the Senate
would not resuit beneficlally, but would
create partisan feeling, and if there'Is any-
tblng that wiIl destroy thue prestige and effi-
ciency of this flouse It is partisan and
political feeling. Therefore, It la your duty
to the flouse and the country to avoid it
as mucb as you can. The hion. gentlernan
frorn Marslifield had a very elaborate plan.
1 give hlm credit for the marvellous inge-
nuity, care and patience with which ie
worked it out, and It would do very wcll.
but, mark you, it bas the samne failing as
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the other. It perpetuates political and party
feeling and creates disconteut so that party
lines would be drawn hiere as closely as
they are ln, the flouse of Conunous. To
sirnplify rnatters we mîglit do it in this
way; just give the leader of the governrnent
on one aide twenty' good nmen, pailted red.
and the leader of the opposition twenty
men palnted blue, and put thenu on the
table, and when having a division simply
counit thenu. You would have just as good
iegislation by the other system. This
Flouse lias hitherto been kept cornparatively
free from party feeling. I know
there was a good deal more of
this feeling four or five years ago
thian at the present tirne. I think it Is gra-
dually disappearing, because -there is an
atrnosphere, and there are traditions kn this
flouse, and there ia a feeling xvhereby
a man la constrained to be respectable,
honourable and clean-ta'ught that lie la
not sent here to represent a party or a
county. Hie is bere on higlier and nobler
grounds. He represents the nation and It
is as a representative of the nation that
lie acts la this Chamiber. I arn sorry to
hear f rom the bion. gentleman who preceded
mue sorne remarka with reference to thîs
inatter, and 1 arn sorry that lie was giving
an inferior statua to senators. 1 think
if a senator only appreciates the honour
conferred upon hlm, and the higli destiny
to whici lie la called, thia flouse would be
the bulwark of the freedom and liberties
of this country, nnd would be the guardian
and protector of the riglits of the lowest
subject in Canada. You know it is tlic
part of a good doctor to find out whiat
is the matter with a patient. First lie
miust get bia patient and find out bis dis-
ease. The skilled physician is known by
the way ln which lie can get any in-
tuitive or any natural idea of the illneas of
bis patient. I biavefeit the pulse of the
Senate, and I do nlot think it Is as bad
as sorne people Imagine. I tbink it la only
a littie functional derangement. 'Ai it
wants la a littie more 011, a littie tight-
ening of the screwa ln a metaphorical wny
and a little better feeling, a little higlier
notion of our destiny, of our position than
this debate miglit indicate. There are
certain remedies which I would apply. It
is easy to app]y remedies wheu you lcnow


