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prime Minister to play a partisan role, reld Or blue, or to

represent pressure groups. What they do la Iobby-

Here is the truth: Over the Iast 50Oyears, the Senate used its

veto powier only to delay, as vis pointed out by my friend,

bon. member for Vancouver Quadra. Betvieen 1943 and 1964,

only two bils viere rejected by the. Senate and since 1964, only

one, and under circumatances which viere flot really significaflt,

considering that on thie rejected bill, C-43 about abortion, MFa

and senators viere free to vote according to their conscience.

Before theçConstitutionl Act of 1982, the. Senate alvisys bovied to

the desirca of the. governmdtit and the. Cosmmofs. It did not

exercise its veto powier because it vis coIinuously controlled

by the party in powier.

Wben the. Canadian Senate vias created, the. ides vis to enable

the senatora to distance tiidtIi5lves from the. partisan positions

taken by the. menubera of the Hosse of ComQii The idea vis

to have a Houa. of sober second tiiougiit whi viould b. above

the. burts of passion of the. people.

0 (1620)~

Finaily, w. must mention the dismal failure of the Canadi2

Senate as the protector of minorities. One c>f the Upper House

important roles, which is ensiirined la this country's Constit

tion, is flot only provincial or regional representatiofi, but a1L

the. representatiofi and protection of interests less vieil proteOIt

by the. House of Commons.

Since linguistlc duality, the. notion of two foundinig nations,

a fundamental characteristic of Canada, sucb duaiity shou

normaliy b. manifested ia tiie Senate and b. a fundamen'

element of its mske-up. 1 arn referring here to the. double-ff

jority meciisnism, viuicli ensurea a more adequate protection 1

Frencii-speaking minorities outside Quebec.

But, sever ever lias the. Upper House stood up for tl<

minorities' interesta, and this la a proven fact. Take, for exa

pie, the problems encountered by ail French-speakiflg coms"

nitiea ln Canada, and that vias evidenced again today. 1

Senate's action in ail lus apierea of activity [ails miserab,'

In fact, Canada's Upper Houa. lias a very ciesrly defl

mandate, whici l to represent partisan intereats, Tories or Gr

A majority o! the senators appointed by the. Prime Miniater hý

sonse political experience, ini (sot approximately haif of IIIý

and the. otiiera usually have r.ndered viell-recoguized serv'

to the. purty in power. The. Senate does shlow a golden retirelu

for politiciana and otiiera viho are long-time suppoters

Liberal and Conservative menuers and vibo have alwas

close to the corridors of powier in Canada.

From 1925 to 1963, the. average age of senators wia6

1975, it vis 64 years. A seat ini the. Senate la a true ea

carreer's end, aince one doea not have to figiit anynuore 0

one'a seat umtil the age of 75. For the. government, it isab

reviard snd s viay to control its institution.

Mr. Don Bodris (GegryPect-usl)
Speaker, 1 sgt.. vith sons. o! the. bon. member's commel

oertainly not uwi all of tiien. First, the. lon. member -8t

b. the. champion of regiona ln Canada. He naid s (cvi301
ago that islarty and himself are protecting th. intrts4
are bis exact viorda-dic interesta of Quebec snd toe0

r.minded that the. premier of
the. Semat, not only to b. maintaii
<ail? Hovi cas th. lion. memb.r suî
ý wich some presmiers viat sot os

w theb Frencb-.speaking senatols

es ennumitte, defending the miner
Quebeo. Il la sot the tirai ie
nded the interesla of Frencb-spl-


