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Private Members’ Business

I wish to emphasize the importance of our settlement pro
grams within this equation which assist immigrants integrating 
into Canadian society quickly.

[English]

It is the programs that help us build a multicultural society.

The motion before us implies that immigrants have a difficult 
time adapting to Canada and hence they are a drag on our 
society. I would suggest otherwise. I would suggest that our 
settlement programs are doing their job. They are helping new 
people adapt and integrate into a complex and dynamic country. 
In so doing they are helping to build and maintain a vibrant 
society that the United Nations told us not once but twice was 
the envy of the world.

Throughout our history immigration and nation building have 
gone hand in hand. Immigration has helped us to define a vision 
of a tolerant, caring and generous society. Today our immigra
tion policy reflects these very ideals. To adopt the motion before 
us would diminish our success in immigration and refugee 
matters.

Canada is also a respected world leader because we offer new 
life for refugees. In fact international agencies rank Canada’s 
refugee program among the most generous in the world. Our per 
capita acceptance of refugees places us at the top of the list.

My riding of Saint-Denis is made up of refugees and immi
grants. Most are hard working and most contribute socially, 
economically and culturally to my riding and to the country. We 
have talked a lot about studies in the Chamber. A study was done 
by the Council for Cultural Communities and Immigration of 
Quebec, of which I had the honour to be vice-president. It was 
proven that in a very short period, in fact 20 weeks, most 
refugees or immigrants had found one job and sometimes had 
found two. They are working and contributing economically to 
the betterment of our society, to the betterment of our economy.

They do not, as some say, steal our jobs. They create jobs. 
They employ people. The hon. member for Scarborough— 
Rouge River cited certain studies that said immigration impacts 
were very positive.

We have examples in the Chamber. We have examples of 
Canadians or children of immigrants who have contributed 
economically, socially, culturally and even politically to Cana
da. I would like the hon. member and the Chamber to take those 
facts into consideration.

Mr. Morrison: Mr. Speaker, I was struck by the initial part of 
the intervention of the hon. member for Saint-Denis.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Order. Through this 
period of business there are no questions or comments. Unless I 
am mistaken, I would like to remind members they must be in 
their seats to be recognized by the Chair.

There being no further members rising for debate and the 
motion not being designated as a votable item, the time provided 
for the consideration of Private Members’ Business has now 
expired and the order is dropped from the Order Paper pursuant 
to Standing Order 96(1).

People who come to this country are not set adrift once they 
arrive. They do not have to fend for themselves in a strange 
country. Immigrants long ago had few resources available to 
them but today we realize that providing initial assistance can 
quickly translate into independence for the newcomer to this 
country.

[Translation]

The Department of Citizenship and Immigration is involved 
in a series of joint projects with non-governmental organiza
tions, centres for social services and other levels of government. 
For instance, we are involved in co-operative enterprises 
through our Immigrant Settlement and Adaptation Program and 
our Settlement Language Training Program.

In 1992, for instance, the federal government provided a total 
of $277,000 in funding for projects to promote immigrant 
settlement, and we know that is money well spent.

[English]

The reception services point the newcomers to other settle
ment and integration programs we have in place and by promot
ing the many settlement services offered by governments and 
community organizations we acquaint newcomers with the 
programs they can tap into as they integrate into Canada.

According to our reports this has eased the anxieties of many 
newcomers about the problems of successfully settling here.

[Translation]

These programs are not frills but an investment that is vital to 
the well-being of new immigrants. We see them as more than 
just projects. These programs are a way to work together with 
people who are deeply committed to the integration of immi
grants in our society.

I repeat, these projects are an investment that is vital to the 
well-being of new immigrants in this country. By working with 
community organizations across the country, we manage to 
involve all immigrants in every aspect of Canadian life.

This kind of work is essential to help people who are often 
very vulnerable. It is money well spent, because this is a 
hands-on way to give people support and help them become 
independent. We have been very successful with these programs 
in Quebec, where I know the situation very well, and across 
Canada. Most refugees who participated in our settlement 
programs have managed to integrate remarkably well into their 
new communities in Quebec and across Canada.


