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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, February 24, 1988

The House met at 2 p.m.

Prayers

STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S. O. 21

[English)
HARBOURS AND PORTS

CORNER BROOK HARBOUR DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

Mr. Brian Tobin (Humber—Port au Port—St. Barbe): Mr.
Speaker, I am not accustomed to standing in the House and
saying nice words about the Member for St. John’s West (Mr.
Crosbie), the Minister of Transport. However, today I think it
is only reasonable, as I stand here holding the Transport
Canada estimates which include some $17 million for the
Corner Brook Harbour Development Project for the develop-
ment of a container terminal, to say to the Minister of
Transport on behalf of the people of western Newfoundland
that we thank him for including this $17 million in Transport
Canada’s estimates.

Before I get carried away, I hasten to point out that this
project was originally announced in 1983-84 by the previous
administration, at a cost of $14 million at that time. It was
subsequently put on hold. I am not cynical about the fact that
it is back in the Estimates in an election year. We appreciate
this project. Corner Brook has seen the start of two new
container services. We have had a booming fishing industry.
We need this kind of harbour development soon.

In 1984 we spent $370,000 doing the design and engineering
work. Therefore, if Treasury Board approves these expendi-
tures, there is no reason why this project cannot get under way
soon. Then I shall truly say after the next election, when I am
sitting on the other side of the House and perhaps looking at
the Minister for St. John’s West sitting over here: “Thank you
for your help with this Liberal project. It was time that it got
under way”.

o (1405)
ABORTION
SUPREME COURT DECISION—PROTECTION URGED FOR UNBORN
BABIES

Mr. Bill Gottselig (Moose Jaw): Mr. Speaker, I have
received hundreds of letters from constituents who are deeply
troubled by the implications of the recent Supreme Court
ruling on abortion. One woman writes:

I can’t imagine women being so ecstatic about being able to kill their young,

as demonstrated at the court’s decision with the most dangerous man in
Canada—Morgentaler.

Another woman laments:

I am truly disgusted with our so-called justice system. If I don’t speak for
those thousands of unborn little babies, who will? Our society has now reached
its lowest level possible: eliminating our own kind.

Another woman asks:

What sort of nation will this become if we allow the courts to pave the way
for human destruction? If we are allowed to murder the helpless unborn, what
will be next? The crippled? The sick, the—elderly?

I strongly encourage all Hon. Members of this House to
review their position on this very vital issue. It is our responsi-
bility to protect the lives of an overwhelming portion of a
future generation.

CAPE BRETON DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

CUT IN BUDGET

Mr. Dave Dingwall (Cape Breton—East Richmond): Mr.
Speaker, the budget Estimates which were made public
yesterday clearly show that the Government of Canada is not
concerned, nor committed, to fighting regional disparities.
There can be no justification for a $70 million cut in the
budget of the Cape Breton Development Corporation when
unemployment in Cape Breton is running well above the
national level.

The Prime Minister (Mr. Mulroney) loves to get up and
speak about the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and
the money he has put into Atlantic Canada. The reality,
however, is that the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency is
a facade. He is cutting back federal moneys for the Cape
Breton Development Corporation, taking that savings and
putting it into the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency. He
then has the nerve, the audacity, to say that all this ACOA



