
COM MO NS
Sitpply-illice1llneous

inces that we will hear the representations of
eachi bl eore the comrnittee of the wvhole cabinet
as to the points they desire to make coneern-
ing those recommenýdations in the Duncan
r(por, to which cffeet lat not been given.
Thli ij the position, iicluit the i c'y natter
*Io xx hih attention has just, now been directed.
The hion. member is quite righit in saying tbat
this matter is of long standing. My memory
is tuat wo e gix en tHe prend privilege of
sari ing this couîntry some timie in August, 1930,
anti it certainly liad been a lix e question for
seinc years prior to that time. We hope that
throcîgh this opportunity of making representa-
tions to a committee of the cabinet the
premiers of tue provinces, ýor their counsel,
or an.votip acting on their behalf, wiil be in a
position to make lcnown to the cabinet the
exact points that in thoir judgment stili re-
main to lhe deait with in order that the Duo-
cai report may be fuliy implemented. When
tîtat is (dana the gox-crrnant will talce such
action as mai*v ha possible, hiaving regard to
the represenations that arm made.

MVr. MICHAUD: 1 arn pleaseci that the
Prime Minister lias given a ray of hope to
tlic prople of the maritimes. Withoeît antici-
pating1 ally r'prcsentations wh-ich might be
madle by the premiiers of the provinces or their
coiinsý, mav I say this is one recommenda-
tion of the Duncan commission which bas net
yet been impiamente-d, namely the matter of
sribsidi sz or inecascd allowances Vo the prov-
inces. It lias l)ccn carried for some time in
the e-t imates pending final adjustment. So
far îince the openiog of the session w'e have
beatrd cansiderabie about the dlaims and the
rîghts of thle western people ta increased grants
andi subsidies fromn the Domninion goveroment.
Sp)okesman from the maritimes have been
ver\' madest. due to the fact that they bave
f.aith in the justice of thieir dlaims and that
thev ivili sean be adjustcd. The matter of
incrcaýzed grants and subsidies is one of vital
importance to the martime provinces. I do
noV intend tais evaninig t.o go into datails,
but simipi v to mocntion the fart that tbe mari-
time Drovinces have not reaeived any material
financiai assistance through this depression, in
comparison with what has heen granted other
parts of the country.

Some of the provinces, and this particularly
appiies to N_'ew Bruinswick, axre figuring on an
incrcased subsidy for the next ycar in erder
ta balainca the budget, and it is to be hoped
that in some f orm or anothor this matter
xviii soon ba adjusted and that before the close
of the provincial fiscal year, in November, a
substantial increase wiil be made in lieu of
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wbat shouid have been granteci some years
ag'o. These îvould be increased grants to
make up for what ýthese provinces have lost
anti have given up through joining confedera-
tien. The matter certa.inly xviii corne up at
suine stage during the session, at which time
an opport7unity wiil be given to ail maritime
representatives to speak. So far, however, I
arn pleasod Vo note that the matter has
advanced one stop and that arrangements
have been made with the premiers of tue
provinces Vo have the dlaims laid in concrete
form before the governmeut.

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton) : This may
not bo the proper place to ask the question
I have in minci, but I arn sure the Prime
Minister ivill not objeet to answering. Is
tiiere anytliing in the rumour that there is a
comnmission appointed to review the settie-
ment with Saskatc'hewan?

Mr. BENNEýTT: The hon. member will
recaîl tlîat, in the agreement mado by the late
glox'onment with the provinces of Alberta
and Saskatchewan provision was made under
whiich a commission 'vas to corne into being
foir Vue purpose of detecmining two questions.
One question was wlietlîer or ot Saskatche-
wan or Alberta were cntitled to compensation,
and if .so in wlîat amount, with respect to
lands alienated between the date of the
extinction of the Hludson bay titie in 1870
and the creatÀon of the new province in 1905.
That issue, in thli case of Saskatchewan, was
referred to the privy council, by express pro-
vision in the agreement, which, if rny
memory servas me correctly, tbe lion. member
iiimseff signed. On reference to the Supreme
Court of Canada it was decided tlîat tliere
was no menit in the dlaim thus made. On

apeito the Judicial Cornmittee o h
Priv3' Coiincil tha judgrncnt of tue Supreme
Court of Canada ivas confirrned. IV therefore
ef t open one question, and oue only, that
question being, as provided by tue agree-
ment: wliat, if any, compensation the prov-
ince xvas entitled to receive arising out of the
administration and control of the resources
from 1905 until 1930, whon Vhe new agreement
ivas made. It is furtbor' provided by the
agreemnent that for the purpose of arriving at
a conclusion thîe commissioners couid consider
financial matters for thle purpose of piacing-
the provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta
on an equaiity witlî the other provinces of
confederation.

In the case of Alberta, the statute named
the commissionors. It does provide, however,
that tlîey could be changed, and tbe govern-
ment of Alberta have indicated f bat they


