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therefore, such an apprehension is absurd.
The United States followed for a century the
open door policy. Her population now is
actually over the hundred million mark, and
she is thus in a position where she can quite
readily overtake human wastage from natural
increase. In such a case a limited immigration
is quite justified. But to Canada, in her un-
developed condition, the same argument can-
not be applied.

A few weeks ago T met a man on the train
coming down from Alberta to Winnipeg and
he asked me why it was that so much of the
comparatively poor land in Alberta was
occupied by the peasant class, by Ukrainians.
He thought that some of the farms would be
the last place he would settle on. This friend
of mine unconsciously gives us the keynote
to the whole situation. About one third of
the arable Jand of Canada is alienated and
occupied. It is almost safe to presume that
most of this area of arable land already
occupied comprises the best land. The re-
maining area of unalienated arable land would
be either medium or inferior. Here we have
our problem. It is these medium and inferior
lands that we must try to colonize success-
fully. How are we going to do it? These
lands can only be reclaimed by intense human
labour, and this involves clearing, the digging
out of stones, drainage, and breaking. It in-
volves years of patient industry, self sacrifice
and self denial. No one but a pioneer of
great sturdiness and endurance could success-
fully create for himself a home on such land.
That type, I believe, can be fourd in the
central European peasant. He has shown us
in the past that he is quite capable of sur-
mounting the difficulties incidental to pioneer
farming, and that he possesses all the virtues
and qualifications essential to such a task. Of
course it is quite understandable why an in-
flux of settlers from European countries
should be a cause for alarm from a patriotic
standpoint. British sentiment, ideals and
institutions might be endangered. I do not
think so. Take the United States for instance.
For a hundred years immigrants have been
coming into the republic from every European
country, but her institutions are just as strong
to-day as they ever were. It is a very signi-
ficant fact that the children and grandchildren
of those immigrants are just as loyal to the
country of their adoption as the native born
are. Our problem will not be helped at all
by discrimination, or by making the foreigner
the goat of all our social unrest. To dis-
criminate means to alienate, and alienism
only leads to a worse problem. What is needed
primarily is clear and sane thinking. I do
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not see what we have to fear in the peasant.
It is true that when these people first came
here thirty years ago they were somewhat
unobtrusive so far as taking part in civie
affairs is concerned. They did not seek to
exercise a directing influence in the affairs of
this country because they were too busy estab-
lishing homes for themselves. But to-day, after
the lapse of all those years I can safely say
that they are beginning to make an intelli-
gent contribution both to our social and
political life. As evidence of this we have
hundreds of their children in the professions,
and some are serving a political representative
capacity., Measured by all standards they are
quite susceptible to Canadian ideals and in-
fluences, As far as they are concerned the
question of citizenship is bound to arise, but
it will come best if allowed to come in a
natural manner. That course has been fol-
lowed successfully in the United States, and
there is no reason why the same success
should not be encountered in Canada. The
process of amalgamation is, I think, inevit-
able.

In dealing with this question Iam reminded
of the remark of an Irish politician, who, in
speaking of immigration, said: “Don’t worry
about the foreigner. In about ten years he
will get out of the skinned class into the
skinners, and he will then be as patriotic as
any of us.”

Some day it is hoped our province will get
control of its natural resources. At the present
time Canada is very much underpopulated
Here again we differ from the United States
The latter country has sufficient area and
resources for its people and enough people for
the development of its resources. In Canada
our resources are plentiful but the population
is insufficient for their development. There
is in Canada, also, another peculiar condition.
Our agriculture and manufacturing produc-
tion, our railway mileage and commerce, ard
all our other industrial enterprices are far
out of proportion to our population, as com-
pared with most other countries. I believe
that by bringing in immigrants animated with
a genuire pioneer spirit this condition could
be amended.

I notice also in the speech from the throne
that those government measures which passed
the House last session, but which failed to
become law, will be reintroduced. For one
thing it is sincerely to be hoped that the
Canada Grain Act amendment will be brought
in again. In the next place legislation on
rural credits if enacted will not only be of
assistance to farmers and workers already



