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Mr. BAXTER: I think the question I asked
is partly answered by referring to sub-section
3 of section 1 of the act of 1914, which pro-
‘vides that—

Nothing in this section shall, except as otherwiss x-
pressly provided, affect the status of any person bon
before the commencement of this act.

But if we see fit to adopt clause 5 of section
1 of this bill, which provides for the registra-
tion of birth within one year at a British
consulate in the case of a person born on or
after the 1st January 1915, members will see
that it will affect the status of a person born
before the commencement of this legislation.
The fixing of time is always an arbitrary
matter. In England no doubt their Natural-
ization Act of 1922 is adapted to the times
that were fixed in some previous acts which
were being consolidated. I would suggest that
the date should read the 1lst January 1924,
computing the seven-year period from that
time so that no person born before this bi'l
becomes law would be prejudiced. The only
difference it would make between us and the
Mother Country would be the adoption of
a later date here; and where we have so many
people living in the neighbouring republic
whose status would be affected, I think we
should be rather careful to keep the door
open for British citizenship wherever it is
possible to do so. ]

I would make one other suggestion to my
hon. friend, the Secretary of State (Mr.
Copp). I think it very unwise to have such
a complicated measure as the Naturalization
Act partly in one volume and partly in an-
other, consisting of references and cross-ref-
erences. 1 am fairly well accustomed to
comparing statutes, but in the few moments
at my disposal I cannot say that I have got
hold of everything bearing on the point I
have just dealt with. What does this mean?
We scarcely ever have to deal with the ques-
tion of British citizenship except in two cases:
one. to advise whether a particular person 1s
qualified to be the owner of a British ship—
and that is extremely important—the other,
to decide whether a particular person is en-
titled to the franchise in this Dominion. We
know when we get into the heat of an elec-
tion all sorts of people will put forth all sorts
of opinions with regard to the Naturalization
Act. Each side wants to get every possible
voter, and I am afraid some horribly un-
sound law is uttered around election times,
but I could readily acquit any reasonable
practitioner from trying to serve a party pur-
pose in the opinion he might express on the
ground that he would be lost in the morass
of provisions that have been repealed or
partly amended. Would it not be much more

[Mr. Copp,]

simple to consolidate these acts? The law 18
not likely to be changed again for a good
many years I trust. There are provisions
here in regard to the status of alien enemies
which I do not want to discuss to-night as
I have not found their bearings yet. For
all I know the provisions may be quite satis-
factory. We could have what is proposed to
be the whole naturalization law of Canada
consolidated, and so greatly simplify refer-
ence to this law, which at best is difficult
enough when embodied in one well-drawn
statute. At present these statutes are in a
very awkward condition for the ordinary
practitioner to deal with them.

Mr..COPP: I quite agree with my hon.
friend that the acts should be consolidated,
and I made a suggestion to my Under Sec-
retary the other day to this- end. He told
me he had the matter in mind and as soon
as this bill. was accepted by parliament he
would make a codification of the whole law
and have it published in pamphlet form for
distribution to those who cared to apply for
copies.

Mr. BAXTER: I appreciate the intention,
but I do not like it. I want to be able to go
to the statute myself; I do not want some-
one else’s compilation; and that is the gen-
eral experience of the profession. A very ex-
cellent deputy may pass the work over to a
very competent official, but the result will
not be an act of this parliament, and con-
ceivably errors may creep in. It is just as
easy for the official to prepare a consolidated
bill for passage now; then we will have every
phase of the question before us. 1 do not
raise this point in a spirit of captious eriti-
cism, but I want to get this very important
legislation put in the very best form possible,
and I would strongly urge my hon. friend to
take a little more time and adopt my sug-
gestion.

Mr. COPP: I have no objection if the
committee feel it important that the consoli-
dation should be done now, but it seems to
me—although I do not wish to press my
views upon the committee—that as there are
only three or four amendments they might be
accepted now and the act could be properly
consolidated afterwards. The consolidation
of the statutes could not very well be done
during the present session.

Mr. GUTHRIE: There is no doubt a great
deal of force in what the minister snys about
the consolidation of all the Dominion stat-
utes. This consolidation is long overdue.
The work was commenced a year and a half
or two years ago, but from information I



