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pursuits, letting the business of the country
wait until we can rush it through some months
later on when we are all anxious to get home
and are a bit tired of—shall I say?—passing
our time rather helplessly here. There is
much to do, and I would ask of those who
~ have the programme in hand that they should
let us get at the doing of it. We are going
to differ, we are going to disagree, about the
doing of it; the people of Canada are going
to differ and disagree about the way we are
going to do it; but let us get at it for we
come here for the purpose of settling or solv-
ing problems, and we can only do that by
being in action.

I would like to be able to refer to the
Speech from the Throne in happier terms
than it was referred to by the hon. member
for Springfield (Mr. Hoey), who once again
donned sacerdotal vestments and inveighed
against the barren figtree with traditional
severity. He found it barren, and I do not
think that. the group which sits to his right
will be able to gather any more figs from it
than they could even from the thistles which
adorn the wayside. He gave it a good curs-
ing; and I hope that my hon. friends oppo-
site will realize that, after all, there comes
an end sometimes to the hopes—the dazzling,
sparkling, scintillating hopes—which muy be
keld out before the eyes of even the most
trustful of mortals. My hon. friend from
Springfield, after one session’s experience of
the scintillating hopes, comes back this year,
gets on mount Ebal and gives the cursing
which always came from that celebrated spot.
Oi course, he gives a little flicker towards us,
but I did not think the group of which I am
a member had been doing anything in parti-
cular, I did not think we had been irritating
him, I thought that we had left him alone
pretty well this session. We had not, as yet,
reminded him of those most unfortunate re-
sults which I predicted last year would flow
from that morganatic alliance into which
he had plunged. However he has ' perhaps
discovered something about the Conserva-
tives—he may think he has found something
such as has been found in the tomb of King
Tutankhamen. I may tell him that we are
not yet quite buried, and that he will find
that, even with us, we endure for a good
many years, and that, like the celebrated
Fharaoh, we have remained in the same place.
He may look around about, and he may find
another party which has not stayed in the
same place with regard to its policy. I think
he has already discovered that fact. Or, if he
would like something a little lighter, some-
thing in the poetic vein, he might be induced
to look up the quotation given by our dear
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friend the Minister of Finance (Mr. Fielding)
when he was not occupying his present posi-
tion, but when he was a critic of the then
government, and quoted, I have no doubt
with admirable zest and fervour, some lines
that, although not appropriate then, are at
least very much in place to-day. We can
guote them back. They were as follows:—

They promise, prepare, propose, postpone,
And end by letting things alone.

I trust that my hon. friends to my left
can fully appreciate the vagaries of govern-
ment policy which in two sessions have gone
through the whole course indicated so patheti-
cally by the hon. Minister of Finance. One
hon. member says he does not appreciate it.
In last year’s Speech from the Throne I find
the following paragraph—

It is intended at an early date to co-ordinate the
Government-owned systems in the manner best eal-
culated to increase efficiency, and to effect economies
in administration, maintenance and operation.

And I have just had the pleasure of listen-
ing to a very interesting speech from the
other side of the House in which the effect
of economies in administration, maintenance
and operation has been set forth in a most
salutary manner for the government to hear.
I learned, however, with surprise the other
day from the hon. Acting Minister of Rail-
ways (Mr. Graham) that this co-ordination
had not been effected. I judged from what
he said that there was some serious legal
obstacle.  What legal obstacle there could
have been that was not in existence when the
Speech from the Throne was delivered last
year I utterly fail to conceive, but apparently
things are put in the Speech from the Throne
without very much reflection, and possibly in
the hope that the ambition of the late P. T.
Barnum may be comfortably realized, in fool-
ing all the people at least part of the time
until the next session. My hon. friend ap-
parently did not know there was an obstacle,
but they had a whole session in which to
find out and introduce any legislation which
was necessary and we come here and find, I
think it was after the opening of this session
—I am not sure -of the exact date, but very
close to it—that they did get through the
order in council co-ordinating these systems.
Why the delay? I do not want to be mis-
understood. I never speak as an enthusiastic
advocate of government ownership. I look
upon government ownership as an unfortu-
nate necessity, as something that cannot be
avoided, as something that we have got to
make the best of. It is no use to go back
into the reasons that led up to it. There is
no use travelling through the years when my
hon. friends were in power, and when their



