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the frequency witba which the directors of
finance in the old country of Franoe were
changed in the years immediately preced-
ing the French revolution., I was interest-
ed in looking up Mr. Carlyle'e book on the
aubjeet the other day and seeing wbat he
had to say about Calonne, who was a
famous director of finance in France for
two or three years before the revolution
broke out. Mr. Carlyle wae not only a great
prose writer; h le had somes thoughte on
ecoxiomy which would be yery useful. te
this country if my hon. friend the Minister
of Finance (Sir Henry Drayton) would only
take Carlyle for a teacher. In summing up
hie commente on Calonne and hie pelicy o4f
that day, Carlyle eaid:

Nay, In serlousness. let no man eay that
Calonne hýad flot genjus; genlus for persuad-
Ing; befoee all things. for borrowing. With
the ÉkIlfulet judicious appliances of under-
~han-d rooney, lie keepe the stock exchanges
flou.rlehing; so ithat loan after -ban ls filled up
a 80011 an opened. . :. The mlsery le, such
a time cannot lest! Squandering, and pay-
ment by boan la no way lte choke a deficit.

Now, there je a eplendid picture drawn
by the great master of English prose of the
condition of France about the year 1789,
and every word of it je true, in a degree, of
the condition ci the finances cf this country.
No wonder we have clase movenient and
clase revolution and people doing t-hinge
when this je the way the finances of the
country are being handled.

The supreme condemnation of the Fin-
ance Department of this and of the pre-
viens Govemnment-I exelude the present
Finance Minister front anythinýg that I may
say; we do not yet know whether hie is a
protectioniet or a f ree trader, and sufficient
unto the day is the evii thereof-the
supreme condemnation of the Finance De-
partment is to be found in the succees of
the Victory-Loan of thie year. For years
we were told by that department that you
could not raise a Victory Loan if you tax-
àd it. But the Government had to go back
upon that opinion; they taxed the loan, and
the money cf the people was forthcoming
juet as it hied been in previcue years. Sure-
ly, too, the Victory Loan condemne the
Finance Department inasmuch as it shows
that there le plenty of wealth in the coun-
try to furnieh a large amount cf the rev-
enue if the Government bsd the backbone
te impose taxes directly on those whose
backs'are well able to bear them.

I notice in this connection that the Min-
-ister cf the Interior (Mr. Meighen> made no
attempt whatsoever, at least I cannot -re-
cail that. he made any attempt-to anewer
the mnember for Marquette (Mr. Crerar) oh

this particuilar head wben he compared
what bas been done in Nèw Zealand wlth
what has been done in Canada in t~he way
cf direct taxation. Mr. Speaker, I arn a
Canadian. I have been in thie country for
eighteen yeare; everything I have and
everything I hold dear fa in thie country.
I ehould like to be proud o! being a Cana-
dian, but in thie matter of direc' t taxation
niy Govemnment bas given me no cause for
pride. New Zealand has, roughly, a mil-
lion people; we have eight millions. In the
year 1917-18, New Zealand raieed $25,000i-
000 by an income tax. If Canada had
raieed the saine amount in proportion to her
population we would have obtained a rev-
enue cf $200,000,000 a year under that head,
and if we liad obtained that amount Paeh
year of the war, our national debt would
be one billion inetead cf two billions and
we should not have heard so much about
thie adverse exchange situation.

Mr. JAMES ARTHURS <Parry'Soundl):
If the hon, gentleman bas obeerved the
newspaper reports, hie muet have seen it
stated that the national debt cf New Zea-
land amounte te about $850 per capita,
»~hile in Canada it ie only about $300 per
capita.

Mr. MICHAEL CLARK: I would _like
so)raething better than newspaper reports
front any one who epeake about th3ý per
capita debt cf any country. I arn net go-
ing to mig!ate te New Zealand; my hon.
friend need not be frightened. I amn only
cornparing what the two countries have
been doing along one specifle line cf
national endeavour. If my hion. friend
likes the #4ct, why hie can roll it under -bis
tongue as a sweet moirsel; but I do not-
I would like te think that Canadi&ns h;îd
dône as well as New Zealand. And we
were under a pledge to do it, especially after
the last election, because the formula ppon
which we fought the last election wae: "We'
are in this war to the last man and-te the
laet dollar." Well, somes supporters Qf this
Government have a good many dollars
standing between them and their-last one.

These remarks upon the financial. situa-
tien whicb have been raised in the course
of thie debate are net witbout their bear-
ing upon the amendment before the Hoiùse.
They have in my mind à very strong bear-
ing upon the amekidment, and on the dirty
that, mon who bold the viewâ I have jùst
expressed bave to perform. in connectioù.,
witb that amendment. Let me say that 1,
agree abeolutely with every word that felU
fiomt the lips cf the Mnister cf the In-
terior (Mr. -Meighen) as to the unfortunate


