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and to have thus secured a free expression The lon. gentleman (Mr. Frost) lias ern-
of the people's will in the constituencies; plained that the exi.sting law vas fot fairiy
and this can be done by reverting to the administered and the lion. nenber for
provincial lists, with conditions and amend- Nortl Wellington (Mr. MeMullen) and the
ients which may be made to those iists lion. meiuber for North Norfolk (Mr. Chari-
when this Bill reaches conmmittee. I syi- ton), had the saie complaint, viz., that it
pathize with the hon. meimber for East Dur- was admiistered by partisans appointed by
ham (11r. Craig) in his desire to have a free the Government. Well, the friends of these
and flair expression of the people's will. I hon. gentlemen are now in power, they will
know what his fairness means. I know he have the administration of the law, and can-
is a man whose mind is free and open to not tiese hon. gentlemen trust their Liberal
what is reasonable and right, and I an leaders for a fair administration of it ? If
glad to welcome him into the ranks of we who are in Opposition anI have no say
those who are willing to uphold what is in, the administration of the law, are satis-
right and what is true rather than those lied te abide by it and to accept it as a fair
who will support that which is known and free expression of the will of the eleet-
to be insincere, unpatriotic and incorrect. ors of the country, surely these gentlemen
I am iithrefore much pleased to hear the shoulil have sutfiient conlidence in their
statemient, aud I hope that when the tiue owni friends to allow themn to carry out the
comes, hie wil see that this Bill shall go provision of the existing Franchise Act.
through without giving it undue obstruction, The hou. gentleman (Mr. Frost) asked
ard without-as we have heard from the What las the provincial governmnent to do
hon. inember for York (Mr. Foster)-tighting with naking up the proviacial lists ? Is le
it foot by foot and inch by inch. What we not aware that the provincial governument
want is to do jrstice to all. We do not appoint their own officials to make a regis-
want simply to do justice to ourselves. It tration list before each election in the towns
miglht be said that if the Franchise Act and cities of O)ntario ? and is lie not aware
worked well for the late Government it that the saine thing takes place in Mani-
would work as well for the present Gov- toba, and that partisans of the provincial
ernment. Well, that is not our principle. government--if partisans they May be call-
We are not built that way. We believe in ed-are appointed to niake up the provincial
doing justice even to our opponents, and lists ? Il Uy opinion hie couplaiut about
we want all to have the advantage of partisanship applies to provincial oficers
straiglhtforward and honest legislation. We with tenfold greater force, than it applies
want further to do away with the heavy to the Dominion officiais vlwho are now charg-
expense which this Franchise Act lias in- ed witl the duty of revising the lists. The
fileted, not only upon the public treasury, provincial lists l Manitoba are made up only
but upon private individuals as well. I once in four years, or at least before the
shall therefore not only vote against the provincial elections are held, and therefore
amendment of the hon. gentleman fron there must be an old list somne time in their
York (Mr. Foster) but I shall do everything history, if the Dominion Government holds
In my power to assist the Government in re- an election under them. The lion. gentle-
pealing the existing Franchise Act and put- man (Mr. Frost) did not propose to deal with
ting In its place a law immeasurably super- the question of the tariti for fear lie might
!or, and which will render justice to all. say something that lie would be obliged to

Mr. SPROULE. Mr., Speaker, I wish to take back in a few days when the fiscal
refer to a few subjects to whic hlion. gen- policy of the Government is announced. He
tlemen who have spoken have directed their seems to have as much knowledge In regard
attention. I hold very strongly the view ex- to the n e of pohey the Government intend
pressed by the lion. member for York (Mr. to take as many others of his friends have.
Foster), that ln the interest of our lagging ,He is, however, prepared to say " Amen "
industries, and in the Interest of the welfare to whatever poeliy they bring down, wihe-
of our people, we should deal with the tariff ther it be free trade or protection, and so,
before dealing with this franchise law. It for fear that le will be obliged te stultify
Is the tariff that the people of Canada are himself and retract later on, he Is afraid to
anxious about now, and there can be no say anything now about the tariff policy of
urgent need for a new franchise enactment, his own friends n office. It Is a strange
because, at best, It eau only be used for the position for the hon. gentleman (Mr. Frost)
present ln Isolated cases where there are by- to find himself in. I wonder that he Is not
elections. TheI Industries of this country are possessed of more intelligence, and more in-
urgently demandlng Information regarding dependence to express his own vIews, If he
what the new tariff shall be. They are conscientiously believes them to be right.
anxiously awaiting knowledge, as to the! Why does he not do so, and then endeavour
basis on which the. commercial interests of 1 to get his party ln accord with them and
this country will settle down In the future, convince them that they are wrong.
and ln view of the stagnation of business all Mr. FROST. What I said was that the
over Canada, it does seem to me that we tariff was not up for discussion just now,
should deal with the tarIff question at once, and that there was no necessity for refer-
and leave this Franchise Bill in abeyance. ring to It at the present time.
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