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the question. So that any amendment of that
kind would be entirely abortive, so far as bringing
forth any proper fruit is concerned. Now, I must
say, in reference to the amendment of the Minister
of Finance, that [ was not aware of the character
of the amendment until it was read here to-night,

and so far as T am concerned, as the proposer of
the resolution before the House, I cannot at the:

present stage accept the amendment of the Minis-
ter of Finance. My desire is to get an honest and
square expression of opinion upon the question of
prohibition pure and simple. At the same time, I
am bound to say that I am not oppesed, and I be-
licve the temperance people are not opposed, to all
possible light being thrown upon the question.
We do not fear investigation, but believe the more
light obtained the greater strength our cause will
have. Under other circumstances, I would not
object to that proposition, but under present
circumstances I must object to it, because I
want an expression of opinion upon the imnotion
and not upon the amendment. But, if any
%rood is to be got out of the commission, if any in-
ormation is to be obtained by it, I for one, if it
- came up in the proper way, as a substantive mo-
tion, would not oppose it. I trust this question
will not be indefinitely postponed, but that next
session all necessary information will be before the
House, when I, for one, if I still retain the con-
filence of the prohibitionists, will endeavour to
press it again upon the consideration of Par-
liament.

Mr. McNEILL. I just wish to say that, in
view of the statement made by the representative
of the temperance party in this House to-night, 1
shall vote for the amendment of the hon. Minister
of Finance. 1 stated im my constituency to the
temperance people there, that I would support a
resolution to leave this matter to the people at
once, and I believed that that would be satisfactory
to the temperance peopie ;3 but, as I now understand
it, it will not be satisfactory to the temperance
people, and I think the proposal of the Minister of
Finance the most reasonable one to adopt, and I
will support his amendment.

Mr. FRASER. I do not wish, as the seconder
of the resolution, to be considered as agreeing in
the statement made by the mover. The temper-
ance people are ready to have the question sub-
mitted to the people and voted upon, and they
want no law which will not be sustained by the
large majority of the people.

Mr. JAMIESON. 1 desire not to be misunder-
stood upon this question, and if I apprehend cor-
rectly the hon. member for Guysborough he has quite
misunderstood me. I have stated distinctly that
my desire is to have a syuare vote on the question
of prohibition, and that I cannotaci:ept the amend-
ment of the Minister of Finance. did qualify
that statement by saying that, under other circum-
stances, I would not object.

Mr. FRASER. I made no reference to that at
all. I only wished to state that, as the seconder of
the resolution, I do not accept the statement that
the temperance people will not accept a plebiscite.

Mr. JAMIESON. I may tell the hon. gentle-
man that for the past fifteen years I have been a
member of the Dominion Alliance. That question
has been repeatedly before them, more especially

" Mr. JAMIESON.

f
- during the last few years. And the hon. member
. for Huntingdon will bear me out when I say that,
i 8o far as the Alliance is concerned, they are abso-
' lutely opposed to a plebiscite. I have a resolution
' sent me from Hamilton a short time ago to that
: effect passed unanimously by a thousand people.
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