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gagements made under the terms of Union, as rapidly as should derive some of the advantages fronthese expendi
the means of the country would warrant; but they might tures.
have been justified, under the condition of things which Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I do fot
then existed, in not carrying them out; because the con.desire to detain the fouse any longer than I ean blp; but
dition of the finances of the country was not perhaps such iL is a matter of regret to me, and I think it ouglt to be a
as to compel them to do it. But they did go on. and they matter of regret t yen to the hon. Minister himself, that k
increaEed the debt from $37,000,000 to $40,000,000 during bas been found necessary to defer the consideration ef Sup-
that period. Now, that itself is an important item, and it plementary Estimates of such magnitude to se very late i
cannot be shown that they were compelled to incur it. period in the Session. IL is lktle less than a publie scandai
When the hon. gentleman points out that the expenditure that we should be called upon at this time to doal with ques-
was twenty-three times greater from 1867 to 1873, or fromtiens involving the addition of $1,000,000 te the ex-
1878 to 1883, than it was in their time, I do not see how he ure of 1883-84, and with other questions involv-
woîks it out. But there is one way of solving thisediwoik it ut. ut hereis oe wa ofsolvng 'is ing the addition of many millions to the public, debt. Why,
question, and I defy hon. gentlemen opposite to show that we have not even ail the Supplementary Estimates for the
1 am in error. I assert it as a true test of the comparative year 1884 85 before us.
extravagance of the two Governments, and the taxation upon
the people. I say, as I have said before, that if hon. Sir TILLEY. We did not force this ques-
gentlemen opposite had paid all their expenditure charge-
able to consolidated revenue during their term of office, and Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. No, but I say iL is a
we had simply collected what was necessary to pay the very bad practice indeed, for wbîch the hon, gentleman and
expenditure, including this year-in which is the largest bis colleagues are responsible, that they wait until the
expenditure we have had, because we will have $3,750,000, Session is within the very last days, when they know that
or $1,250,000 more than usual-the taxation for Customs and every hon, gentleman here is impatient of discussion and
Excise, which is the direct and only taxation our people 50 anxious te get home, that they could hardly liston even
have to pay, bas been less per head of the population during te the temperate and admirably reasoued speech of my
our five years than it, was during their Administration. hon. friend beside me in patience. That is the time that
I make that statement, and I am prepared to stand by it- the hon. gentleman and lis friends choose to submit te us
that the taxation imposed upon the people from 1873-74 to questions of the very first magnitude, iuvolving the
1878-79 was as much per head of the population as it bas imposition of additional burdens of millions upon the
been in our period, though we have expended large sums of people; and I repeat my statement. thatit is net credit-
money since 1878 upon public works-updn our canais and able te the management of public affairs in this country
our railways. It is quite true, we have collected more taxa- that year atter year-because this is far from being the
tion from the people; but what have we done with it? finit tine-tbe Budget debate gees on without the fouse
We have expended $37,000,000 in public works during that having beforo it one haif the information it oughtto have
period; yet, while their debt increased by $37,000,000, ours te enable it te form an honestjudgment, upon thepropositions
increased only by 015,000,000. Under these circumstances, of the Government. I say this is net the flrst time. Ten
I cannot sce why there should be that fear and dread that or twelve years before, under somewhat similar circum-
the hon. gentleman bas spoken of among his friends in the stances, when there was another Canadian Pacifie Railway
West, unless he bas engendered it, as some of bis friends on the tapis, we had the bon. gentiomun bringing down
have stimulated the discontent in Manitoba and the North- estimates whieb were Iound te be utterly inadequate te the
West. He calculates that the Estimates for this year are wants cf the year. Why, Sir, I found, when 1 succeeded
$32,900,000. They are, but the expenditure will not that hon, gentleman, that he bad made ne provision in bis
amount to that; I do not think that the total ex- original Budget for about 83,000,000 a year, which he had
penditure of the present year will exceed $31,300,000 or added te the publie expenditure; and but for the increased
$31,400,000; and for the next year it is to be hoped, even taxation whieh we were compelled te impose, there would
with the Estimates which we are yet to bring down, that have been in 1873-74 and in 1814-75 very large deficits wbich
the expenditure will be even less than that of the present were daverted by that taxation. Now, the bon. gentleman
year. Sir, I do not feel that, in iucurring the expenditures complained that my hon. friend beside me comparcd oar
which the Government of Canada have been incurring dur-position with that c4 the United States, unfairly, as he said.
ing the last two or three years, for the rapid extension of Sir, it is quite t-ue that in making a cemparison with the
the Canadian Pacific Railway, for deepening and enlarging United States, the Minister, on the ee aud, is justifled in
of our canals,-about the propriety of which there may per-taking credit for the subsidies which we pay te the Pro-
haps be some doubt-although it gives us one of the largest vinces; but my hon. friend was equallyjustifled in deduct-
and best inland navigation systems n the world-and for in from tbe expenditures of the Uited States, at the ve-y
the development of all our resources-I do not feel that lest, the enoi-meus sum tbey pay in pensions, incurred
there is any ground for the distrust which the bon. gentle- during the laie war. 1 say nothing of the expenditu-es
man bas spoken of. On the contrary, while it is true that on account of the army and Davy, wbieh are exponses mci-
we are inurringi larger expenditures, and while dental te the position ot an indepeudent nation. But lut
Parliament will be asked in a few days to -take upon me caîl attention te this-that if you offet the subsidies ou
itself an additional burden-and yet not really an the one hand, and the penbions on the other, the comparison
additional burden, because it is to relieve the will be greatly more te the advantage et the United States, ho-
Provinces of an amount of taxation that they would have to cause they pay $66,000,000 in pensions, wbîle we pay
pay into their lecal treasuries-while we are doing ail this, $3,500,000 in subsîdies;-se that, although their population is
we feel, and have à right to feel, that the people of this thirteen-fold or thereabouts thut of ours, still the amount of
country wil not be diadouraged and disheartened as to the tbeir pensions is much larger relatively than the amoant cf
future, and will not be dissatisfied with the course that the our subsidies; and therefore myben. friend was quite correct
Government have been and are pursuing for the develop- ln calling attention to the unfavourable condition ef things
ment of the country; but, on the contrary, will feel that which now existe as between ourselves and tho United States,
life is short, and that if we are to have any benefit from but whieb did not slways exist. The non. gentleman aIse
these expenditures, we are not to wait for a century or a speke cf a fact which Is partly true, that in the United
quarter of a century for them, but that we and our children States there are very beavy municipal and state taxes.
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