
squâdron was urgently needed'to supplement the'two mechanized
companies from Yugoslavia and would be deployed .in Sinai . In the
second week of December the Canadian Permanent Mission in New
York received a letter from the United Nations . formally request-
ing this additional contribution of the reconnaissance unit to
Uï TEF .

There have been a great many reports of Egyptian objec-
tions to the arrival of these Canadian reinforcements . The
reports and rumours of these objections will, I feel confident,
prove entirely unfounded . I have every hope based on the assu-
rances we have received as recently as the last 24 hours tha t
the Canadian reinforcements will join UNEF in Egypt for duty in
the normal way, as indeed I indicated would be the case . I think
on March 7, . in this House . No interference in this move by .any
government could .be accepted by us as valid and if any attempt
to so interfere were successful-this would have serious result s
so far as any further Canadian participation in UNEF is concerned,
and therefore it would have serious results for UNEF as a whole .
There should be no doubt about this .in anyone's mind, but it i s
a contingency which as I have said I have every reason to believe
will not arise based on assurances which have been received .

In taking this position, which I think is a reasonable
one, we are concerned about the whole future not only of this
particular Force but of the United Nations itself as an agency
to facilitate and increase international peace and security . I
am sure all of us have nothing but good will for the Egyptian
people; we are not participating in any manoeuvres of any kind
against them ; we are not influenced by anything but a desire to
make the United Nations and its agency the United Nations Emergency
Force effective for achieving the objectives of the .Assembly, the
objectives of securing and .supervising a cease-fire and facilitat-
ing the establishment of peaceful conditions . In the policy we
have been following at the United Nations in these matters our
motives are above reproach . Any imputation to the contrary is
false and unfair . MiEF is no cloak and will be no cloak for the
plans or ambitions of any state or states, and there is no founda-
tion whatever for any suspicions from any source that anyone wishes
to use it in that way .

Suez Canal

Mr. Speaker, questions have also been asked about the
progress of the clearance of the Suez Canal and I should therefore
say something about that . While our attention has been concentrated
for several weeks past on efforts to arrange for completion o f
the withdrawal of Israeli forces and on UNEF this other major
enterprise, the clearing of the Suez Canal, has been going forward .
The clearing of the Suez Canal under United Nations supervision
has been proceeding in accordance with the most optimistic time
estimates of the technical officers responsible for its progress .
We do not know yet exactly when the resumption of a full flow of
traffic will be possible but we are informed that if the present
rate of progress is maintained a channel capable of taking ships


