
Appreciating the significance of the past efforts and experience of States and 
international organizations in combating desertification and mitigating the effects of drought, 
particularly in implementing the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification which was adopted at 
the United Nations Conference on Desertification in 1977,

Realizing that, despite efforts in the past, progress in combating desertification and 
mitigating the effects of drought has not met expectations and that a new and more effective 
approach is needed at all levels within the framework of sustainable development,

Recognizing the validity and relevance of decisions adopted at the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development, particularly of Agenda 21 and its chapter 12, 
which provide a basis for combating desertification,

Reaffirming in this light the commitments of developed countries as contained in 
paragraph 13 of chapter 33 of Agenda 21,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 47/188, particularly the priority in it prescribed 
for Africa, and all other relevant United Nations resolutions, decisions and programmes on 
desertification and drought, as well as relevant declarations by African countries and those from 
other regions,

Reaffirming the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development which states, in its 
Principle 2, that States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the 
principles of international law, the sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant to their 
own environmental and developmental policies, and the responsibility to ensure that activities 
within their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the environment of other States or of 
areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction,

Recognizing that national Governments play a critical role in combating desertification 
and mitigating the effects of drought and that progress in that respect depends on local 
implementation of action programmes in affected areas,

Recognizing also the importance and necessity of international cooperation and 
partnership in combating desertification and mitigating the effects of drought,

Recognizing further the importance of the provision to affected developing countries, 
particularly in Africa, of effective means, inter alia substantial financial resources, including new 
and additional funding, and access to technology, without which it will be difficult for them to 
implement fully their commitments under this Convention,

Expressing concern over the impact of desertification and drought on affected countries 
in Central Asia and the Transcaucasus,
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