
16. Parties, including regional economic integration organizations and their member States, 
that have reached an agreement to act jointly under paragraph 2 of this Article shall notify the 
secretariat of the terms of that agreement, including the emission level allocated to each Party 
within the relevant time period, when they communicate their nationally determined 
contributions. The secretariat shall in turn inform the Parties and signatories to the Convention of 
the terms of that agreement.

17. Each party to such an agreement shall be responsible for its emission level as set out in 
the agreement referred to in paragraph 16 of this Article in accordance with paragraphs 13 and 14 
of this Article and Articles 13 and 15.

18. If Parties acting jointly do so in the framework of, and together with, a regional 
economic integration organization which is itself a Party to this Agreement, each member State of 
that regional economic integration organization individually, and together with the regional 
economic integration organization, shall be responsible for its emission level as set out in the 
agreement communicated under paragraph 16 of this Article in accordance with paragraphs 13 
and 14 of this Article and Articles 13 and 15.

19. All Parties should strive to formulate and communicate long-term low greenhouse gas 
emission development strategies, mindful of Article 2 taking into account their common but 
differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities, in the light of different national 
circumstances.

Article 5

1. Parties should take action to conserve and enhance, as appropriate, sinks and 
reservoirs of greenhouse gases as referred to in Article 4, paragraph 1(d), of the Convention, 
including forests.

2. Parties are encouraged to take action to implement and support, including through 
results-based payments, the existing framework as set out in related guidance and decisions 
already agreed under the Convention for: policy approaches and positive incentives for activities 
relating to reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, and the role of 
conservation, sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in 
developing countries; and alternative policy approaches, such as joint mitigation and adaptation 
approaches for the integral and sustainable management of forests, while reaffirming the 
importance of incentivizing, as appropriate, non-carbon benefits associated with such approaches.
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