
unresolved issues, preventing somne of these states from joining Euro-Atlantic structures
in the near future.

In his presentation, H.E. Chrysanthopoloulos divided the Southeastem European
countnies into several categonies: (1) Greece achieved full EU membership, twenty years
ago; (2) Siovenia is an acceding state to the EU, its membership being, presumnably,
only months away; (3) Bulgania and Romania are formai candidates to EU membership,
the target date for their accession being 2007; (4) the accession negotiations with
Turkey could start in 2005; (5) Aibania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, FYR Macedonia
and Serbia-Montenegro have flot yet been recognized as EU candidate countries.

The Greek Presidency of the European Union has set the following six pniorities for its
work in Aibania, Bosnia-Herzegovîna, Croatia, FYR Macedonia and Serbia-Montenegro:
(1) consolidating peace, stability and democratic development in the region; (2) carrying
forward the EU's Stabilization and Association Prooess (SAP) with individual countries;
(3) developing the SAP and adapting it to the new environment after the current
enlargement of the European Union; (4) Iaunching a so-called Balkan European
Integration Proces; (5) focusing on specific horizontal issues of significance for the
region; and (6) strengthening regional cooperation and the Stability Pact. The SAP
includes individual agreements between the European Union and the countries in the
region on stabilization, community assistance and trade measures.

A glance at the map makes the importance of Southeastemn Europe for the European
Union easy to understand, said H.E. Eric Hayes, Ambassador and Head of the
Delegation of the European Commission to Canada. From 2007, the Western
Balkans (Aibania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, FYR Macedonia and Serbia-
Montenegro) will become an enclave of non-members of the EU, completely surrounded
by the European Union. The EU, H.E. Hayes maintained, has therefore a deep vested
înterest in their stability, security and prosperity.

H.E. Hayes noted that the five countries of the Western Balkans were formally
recognized as potentiat candidates for EU membership by the heads of state and
govemnment of the European Union and the President of the European Commission two


