
Our action is to help people in situations of crisis. And ours is flot
a contented action. Bringing medical aid to people in distress is an
attempt to defend themn against what is aggressive to themn as
human beings. Humanitarian action is more than simple
generosity, simple charity. It aims to build spaces of normalcy in
the midst of what is profoundly abnormal. More than offering
material assistance, we aim to enable indi -iduals to regain their
rights and dignity as human beings.

- Dr. James Orbinski,
President Médecins Sans Frontières
Nobel Peace Prize Speech
December 14, 1999

In this brief essay 1 assess the role of non-governmental orgamizations (NG
peacebuilders in the 1990s. A new world order has emerged ini which NGOs have
upon to play a sigmificant role. As the paradigmn of global politics has shifted, as ti
willingness of states to intervene - unilaterally or multilaterally - is reduced and as
clear strengths and capabilities, NGOs enjoy an increased prominence i peacebui"
lIn short, the efforts of NGOs comprise a vital part ini contemporary efforts to elimni
and preserve peace. Nevertheless, many observers assert that to date, this action h
resuits. They point to a failure between state, institutions and NOOs to properly ci
efforts, the limnited capabilities of certain NGOs, of the politicization of NGOs and
accountability and transparency.

The paper will first look at the new context of N<.jO involvement. To this


