
Rules VIII to XXXI apply to ships to which minimum
'eeboards are assigned. In ships to which greater free-
Dards than the minimum are assigned, the protection is Wo
2 relatively as effective-

OPenings in'Freeboard and Superstructure Decks.

'UIe VIIL.--Car go and other Hatchways not protected by

Superstructures.
The construction and fitting of cargo and other hatch-
aYs in exposed positions on freeboard and superstructure
ýCk8 are to be at least equivalent to the standards laid

Wnin Rules IX to XVI.

Rule IX.-Hatchway Coamings.
The heiglit of hatchway coamings on freeboard decks is

bat least 24 inches'above the deck. The height of
arnuigs On superstructure docks is to ho at least 24 inches
'Ove the dock if situated within a quarter of the ship's
1'gth froma the'stem, and at least 18 inches if situated
ýewhe...

CO8ixings are to be of steel, are to bo substa'ntially con-
'Uted and, where required tO be 24 inches high, are to be

We Vith an efficient horizontal stiffener plaoed not lower.
'1' 10 inches below the upper edge, and fitted with
kelt brackets or stays from the stiffener Wo the deck, at
Lervals Of not more than 10 foot. Where end coamflngs

PrOtectefJ, these requirements may ho modifled.

Rule X.-Hatchway Cover8.
~Overs to exposed hatchways are Wo be efficient, and where

aY re rnad-e of Wood, the finished thickness is t<> be a
'Î 21lChes in association with a span of not mnore than

eet, The width of each bearing surface for thee hatoli-
YCOve"r8 je to be at least 2j inches.

'118 XI.-Hatchway Beam* and Fore-and-Aftoe

1ý-r Wood hatchwav covers are fitted the; hatchwaY

as gïven
-ecuired.


