CD/PV. 400
9

(Mr. Morel, France)

Finally, we must give thought to monitoring new products and
technologies, a major sphere on which the survival of the convention hinges,
and which the Committee has not yet discussed.

Quite clearly, some of the tasks I have mentioned could best be carried
out by a special body, and that is what is proposed in our document. We
suggest that a Scientific Council should be set up, consisting of independent
eminent persons, chosen solely for their scientific competence. As stated in
our document, this new body would have responsibilities at the following
stages: First, following the declaration of stocks, to finalize the lists of
chemicals to be prohibited and monitored, for by definition, the exact
composition of the stockpiles will be known only after each country has made
its declaration, which will happen on the entry into force of the convention.

Secondly, during the administration of the convention. The Scientific
Council should inform the Consultative Committee of the appearance of any new
substance or new technology which might pose a risk to the convention, and
propose appropriate measures and verification procedures.

We attach a great deal of importance both to the independence of the
eminent persons selected, and to a precise definition of their powers, so as
to avoid any duplication with other bodies. Thus, the Scientific Council
would have an advisory role but no power of decision whatsoever. One annual
meeting could be-scheduled, together with meetings at the request of the
Consultative Committee where necessary.

My delegation is today submitting document CD/747 with the intention of
breaking new ground while at the same time paying due heed to the need for
realism and flexibility. The document suggests some practical measures, which
I have summarized, but it also seeks to prompt us to think about how the
convention will actually work. Very strict rules are essential, but they will
not be enough in themselves. We have also to provide for instruments, tools,
criteria for action, and therefore for an administration that is suited to the
future circumstances of research and production in the chemical industry.

What we are building must not be a great monument that is threatened by time
but a living, active, credible institution. This is the spirit underlying our
proposals, and of course we are quite open to any comments and suggestions to
which they may give rise on the part of member States.



