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cnomic development, and in the course of the past six years the
oblem of economic development bas corne to be looked upon as
e major economic issue, and one of the most important of al
mues facing the United Nations. When it is considered that the
ider-developed areas of the world comprise most of the countries
Asia, Latin America, Africa and the Middle East, the magnitude
the task becomes apparent. Nonetheless, the progress which bas

ýen made, while inevitably slow in comparison to the needs to be
led, is an encouraging proof of the willingness of the more
onomically advanced countries of the free world te, co-operate in
.e development of the resources of the under-developed areas.

During the past year and a haif, the problem of economic
ývelopment bas continued to engage the close attention of the
nited Nations and especially of the Econiomic and Social Couneil
îýCOSOC). The Council's greatest practical achievement in this
f1d bas been its large-scale programme of tecbnical assistance to
ider-developed countries1 . The inter-relation between techno-
gical know-how and economic development is seif-evident and a
ýal and lasting contribution is being made towards sound and well-
>nceived programmes of economic development tbrough the tecb-
c-~1 s~~itneactivities of the United Nations.


