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Natural Hl8tory -for Little. Folks.
Our DiIy Bread.

The bread and cake you eat at tea are miade of
flour by the baker, and the iliter grinds this floue
froni the wheat which lie buys f rom the farmer.

The fariner piauglis the field and sows tittie seeds
o f-coFn. A wheat seed is atiny thiqg,smaiier than
the nail. of your littie finger, witli a thin, liard liusk,
and white flour inside. In the midst of tlie flour
there lies a very_ thin germ, flot so big as a pin's
head.

This gem sieeps'in the seed tike a baby sieeps in
the cradie, but out of the tiny gerr grows a biade
as tail as a tati chitd, with roots and leaves beiow
and an car of wheat at the top. In the ear tliere are
agairn niany new seeds, more than the fingers on
yo ur hands, whick have ail sprupig f rom the one
seed whicèh the fàrmer laid in the earth. The farmer
sowed one sackfui" in the spring, but lie brouglit
home.many full sacks in the àuttitün.

One seed is èaten by a beettl, lanother is carried
by the field-mouse to lier tittie ones in the mouse-
hole, a third the lark eats for bis breakfast, aftcr
which he sings a giorioù's esong of thanks, and' a
fourth the sparrow swailows for lis lunch, whiie
the hen takes a few for lier supper that she may'iay
another egg to-morrow. The doves and the geese
havetlîeir share thrown to them, and the cow and
tue horse enjoy their fced of corn, in tiîeir stalis, but
there will stiti. be many, many grains ieft, and of
tiiese are made corn-flour and vermicelii, besides
c<.arse. anîd fine flour for people ait over the worid.

A.Young Monkey
This tittie monkey was born in the crown of the

iîighest palm tree where lie was the 'only chid of
bis devoted mother. Round about him swayed the
delicate fans of the tree, briglit clusters of biossoms
and branches of fruit hung round tis cradie, and
the wind rocked it gentiy. The air was suttry,
and*ihe vast forest iay dark and quiet deep down
beiow, with a tangle'of plants covering the swampy
ground. ,Pine apples, figs, and cocoanut patms
grew there by the side of tait sugar canes. For a
long time the young monkey, ctung to his mother's
ncck, titi lie lad learned to ciimb alone atong the
swaying creepers -that wcre siung f rom. one tree to
another, whieexquisite butterfiies fluttercd round
him and parrots greeted .him withlioud shricks.

The old monkeys, lis parents, took the greatest
care of him, and bis motlier carried him down to
the spring to wash his littie face, which she did in

spite of his screams and struggIes. Sometimnés,
when the monkey farnily was resting ini the heat 'of
the day, a glistening, poisonous snake would slide
noiselessly up witli murder in lier heart, but father
monkey, aiways on the aiert, wouid sp>t it instantly,
and 'give the signal for ffiglit.

The little one was weti taken care of, but, on the'
other hand, lie had to iearn the strictest obedience.
Wlien a lot of old monkeys were gathered together,
discussing-who, knows ewlat ?-and the littie oneý
popped'his inquisitive head among the. bearded.
eiders, a tremendous box on the ear -was his; re-i
ward, that sent him, a bowling, but wiser tittie,
monkey, back to his fond mother's armé. ,She
taught him to, climb up and down the strings of
twining plants, and, swinging by his tait, to seize
the distant brandi of a tree, and to hide behind the
dark foliage. ,If a shadow stole over the teaves she
disappeared with him, quick as lightninig, into the
thickest mass of creepers and showed him overhead
the much feared eagie, who was ready to, dive
through the crowns of the trees to, seize the un-,
observant with his deadty sharp claws.

Sometimes at night, in the forest tangie, somne-
thing stirred, and two gieaming eyes gtowed throùgh
the darkness.. A jaguar was. about to, fait upon«the
sleeping rnonkeys on the tree, when they flied',,ln
terrified haste to the uttermost ends of the branches.
There they hung by their tails and swung in mid-air
where the robber coutd no longer seize them.

Another time, the mother showed lier young one
wvhere the sweetest fruit and' bernies of tlie forest
were to be found, and taught'him how to open the
nuts and how to, sort the kerniet from the sheti. -At
night they.listened to the wonderfui concert which,
the other monkeys wer.e giving in tlie wide crests
of a giant tree, twenty at a time sitting rounid about,
in.the branches .witli the moon for their 1iamp'-and
the-spairkling-fire-flics and glow-wormns for candies.
One bearded monkey woutd begin with an car-
spiitting howi, and sing uniformly and drearity
alone for a time, titi suddenly the whole chorus
joined in with full' strengtli, so that the uproar
could be heard a mite off through the halls of the.
forest, and the sleepers about were aroused. Then
the young monkey joined witi -the others -in the
song, and lis mother was proud of lier weit-brought-
up tittie son.

The Spider.
Once upon a time there was a littie spider, who

carne from out of the garden into a roorn, and hid


