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Fate.of the Pive Cent Fare.-Gonîtinued.
another fact of importance. While in the majority of case
the right of a municipality to, regulate fares is tacitl:
admritted it ia often specfied. that the commission has th
rishî of supervision over the fares of interurban streerailway, corporations. But even this principle, la not uni
versally accepted, as le evidenced by the ruling made bj
the 0hi0 commission and sustained.by the supreme court
to, the effect that the commission "had no authorIty tC
increase the rates of f are of interurban roads which haveaccepted certain rates In consideration of franchises froar
cities and counties through which they pass." (Accord-
ing to the secretary of the Ohio commission "while there
was some talk of an appeal to the federal courts, nothing
has yet developed."1)

AIl thinga consldered the question of jurisdiction (except
perhaps, as previously indicated, in the states where home
rule powers are greatly restricted) Is by no means settled.
The Maine commission bases its authority for action, first
on the question of the lawfulneaa of contracts between city
and utility and secondly upon the sovereign power of the
legislature. In Indlana the commission declined to assume
Juxiediction until ordered to do so by the state supreme
court, which court based its order on the theory t..
emergency existed, thus giving the commission authority
to act under Section 122 of the public service commis-
sion act.

,.The Plea for "Emnergencyl" Relief.
The l'emergencyl, argument has been worked to the

utmost by the public service corporations as a justification
of their dlaims. In fact In several States the commission
was ýrequested to grant immediate relief to the petitioning
railways before the formality of an Investigation! That
this argument is by no means new and- has been used In
the past to extract valuable concessions front Public regu-
latory and legislative' bodies. la showu by' the following
statement 'of Mayor Jacob A. Westervelt of New York city
in~ hîs annual message of 1864: "1 cannot but deprecate the
practice which has grown Into use,0f late years, of apply-
ing7, almost annually, to the legislature of the state for
amendments to the charter, whose necessity is -urged to
meet special emnergencies, or alleged exigenciesý"

Propaganda on the part of interested utility corporations
reached its height last spring when in a number of states
much money had been spent in collective advertising and
publicity campaigns. Thon out of a clear sky, when al]
seemed toe be going well, there came in rapid succession
the decisions ina New York, Massachusetts and New Jersey
to dash previous hopes and change entirely the prospects
for immediate grants of "'relief."

Crucial Evanta in Trhr'AnImn
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stipulation that the company must live up to certain obliga-

a tions and submnit a plan for a zoning system before Jan-uary 1, 1919.
yNew Attitude Taward Munficipal Ownership.e

t At this unpieasant Juncture a prominent street railwayman, returned from a trip throughi the west, proclmedthat the failure of regulation by state commissions, de-monstrated in Massachusetts, *"was forecast in other states
0 when the character of the personnel of the commissionsbegan to decline." (More "horse thieves" In our midst!)The samne gentleman Pointed out that the street railway*business was going to the "demnation bow-wows" and thatalthough state ownership "may do violence to our pre-*conceived nations of sound economics and politica" neyer-'theless "our troubles in the future may be lessened byiviting it now."

The fight, however, sttîl continues. A war board of,the street railway interests appeared before the federalwar labor In June and it was suggested to the board thatthe President or congress might "take over the controlof electric railways to a sufficient degree to regulate theirraetes, irrespectîve of state statutçs or local franchises, forthe period of the war." Following upon the hearing theboard Issuéd a statement pointing out the "necessIty ofaction to enable companies to pay higher wages.'
Th. Situation To-day.

A few months ago, according to A.ra, street railway fareshad been Increased in 246 American cities, affecting morethan one-quarter of the urban population of the country.In 43 cities, according to the samie authority the seven-cent fare has been adopted, and the six-cent unit in 86other mnunicipalities. Three cities had even gone as highas ten cents. The zone system, viewed with such appre-hension a short time ago, has been adopted in one forma oranother in sorne 27 cornmunities. The Increases, ina manyinstances, have been obtained by the companies aftersurrender of their franchise rights and the problem ofdrawing up new agreements, or even the transfer to muni-cipal ownership, is demanding much attention. Hard words
are being bandied about In Chicago over the propose dstreet railway ordinance. Mayor Davis of Cleveland hasgene on record as favoring municipal ownership, and Seat-tle and Portland are definitely attempting to take over theoperation of their atreet~ railways. Perhaps the Most ex-treme evidence of the tendency la the recent action of theLouisiana state legisiature in passing an act authorizing
municipalities to band together to build, own and operate
interurban street railways.

Effect of lncr.as.d Farm.
It la difficult at the present writing to Say Just what hasbeen (or will be> the effeot of inereased Street railway

fares upon the travelling Puibic. In the citis where In-
creases have been granted the~ financial results have been
far from satisfsctory. The UTnited railways of St. Louis,
findlng that the six-cent fare is nlot producing sufficient
revenue, are applying for a test of a three-zone system, with
a minimum five-certt central ares,. in several other cities
the reaults have lanen disappointing to the companles. Tothis should be added the information that the companies,
disappointed ln their expectations, are asking further iu-ereases, until it would seem that as f ar as they are con-
cerned "the SkY is the limit." On the other band, as pointed
out. ly Judge Ransom, tare increases may become a socialfactor nienacing importance as regards certain of the labor-
ing classes. Word cornes from Detroit that ".violence and
bloodshed" foUlowed the short-ilva4 attempÇt to increase
itreet rallway tares, and ec o! of tis dire condition have

Apýrii, 1919.


