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wbile frequeatly their neighbours of the
next village or commune suifer from dubil-
ity and bodily wuakaess. It is a matter of
local influences, even. the animais are under
8imilar conditions. I do not undertake to
uxplain this theory more fully, for it is re-
ceived to-day by the mass of careful
studeats.

Now, have we black biair, black eyes,
dark skias, in excusa ? No, assuredly nlot
no more than have other people. I go
further and say that individuals in whom
the features of the person and the colouring
of the skia recail the savage type are rare
among us. In many cases, going back two
or tbreu generations, it can be proved that
the complexion was not so dark ; probably
the grandcbildren of the present individuals
wili raturn to the earliur pale tints.

And thus we comu to enquire whether
we have just aow a greatur proportion of
black uyus, swarthy skias,ravun's-wiag tresses
than formurly, oomparing the sum-total of
the population. Whoever can ruply so as
to cluar up this uncertainty will have dis-
covered a aovelty. But aveu thea the ques-
tion will not bu ended, for it wiIl bu nuces-
sary to prove savagu desceat ; and that, it
seems to mu, would bu impossible, savu in
a few uxceptionai cases.

To say that the movumunt of emigration
of Freachmun to Canada came to an end
about the year 1675, when the colony
counted but about seven thousand souls, is
to repeat that wbich everybody knows.
Noertbeless to abidu by the strict truth,
we must add that more than one famiiy
aettled among us aftur that date. The con-
ditions of the time uxplain the wbole tbing
perfectly. For example, a French marchant
consulting bis pursonal inturusts, ustablishes
himseif hure. A young man, in a subordin-
ate position at the desk, comus to the coloay
hoping to be advanced a stage, and endis by
marrying hare : a workmaa that the hait of
a larger wage allures, a professional man
required at a particular time adopts the New
France, and becomes on this sida the ocean
the parent stock of a fauoily. The military,
officers and privates, quit the flag, by per-
mission, to become farmers.

The military !Oh, the splendid race
wu owu to them ! "lCa nadians, 8ons of
8oldiers," is a stave most fittingly cbanted
at our national ru-unions. Neyer were a
people more justly entitled to say of their
originals, Il Wu are sons of busbandmun
and soldiers." "The ploughshare and
sword are our shining blazon."

"Poor, but valiant; pionuers, brave,
adveaturous, neyer despairing, that is our
charactur in the past as in the prusent."
We insist upon that, whatuvur dubatu may
bring on an uxchange of arguments upon
our originals. Lt is the trutb ; let it so bu
understood ; and let us always bu proud
of it !

The troops of France had buen dis-
banded to the last man in 1672. Af ter
that not a single regimeat was sent out to
us, save in 1754, during the suvua yuars'
war; but to, renuw the garriuons the King
duspatchud littie detachments whicb ru-
ceived the offer of grants of land, on vury
favorable conditions. Yuar by yuar, some
seignories weru thus peopled ; our Canadian
women married these new coloniats. If
we can positively affirm that among us
every man countud and that there wure
neithur idie onus, nier a floating and un-
decided ciasa, the saie may bu said of the
women. As soon as a girl bucamu of
marrying age she fouad ber own place, and
indeud that was held ns a part of ber buing.
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A cbild of the country she continued to live
in bier first ustatu, and thua was founded
that robuat population wbich is our pride.
There obtainci througbout France a certain
admiration for the works of Mr. Francis
Parkman.ý: Thuy are ahl admirably written
as iiterature, and often well put together,
but the oil of their mecbauini is anti-
Canadian. Mr. Parkman attributus wholly
to France the successes of our element f rom
Hudson's Bay almoat to the Gulf of Mexico,
whiic indeed the great tbingzs that we bave
accomplished are nearly aiways and aolely
Canadian doings. WVhun bu finds himself
umbarrassed to explain wby our scanty
militia scattered terror among the niasses
of the New England soldiery, bue says that
our commandera wure, from the highest to
the iowest grades, Frencb, and bie naines
them.

Now, ail, with scarcely an exception,
wuru bora in Canada, and fiad neyer seen
France!

Tbis style of pleading a cause before a
tribunal of justice is the manner of
the advocate, but the nxutbod is execrable
in bistoricai matturs.

Wben, af ter the duath of Colbert (that
is to aay from 1683 to 1715) Louis the
Fourteentb, engaged in bis long and disas-
trous wars, was nugiecting Canada, many
expostulations weru sent from the Supreme
Council of Quebec. XVe were asking the
mua of Old France to, bulp to develop in
America a New France. The King ru-
sponded to these juat demanda with an
offer of certain convicts, coiners, baakrupts,
vagabonds, footpads, galley slaves. But
we neyer couid accupt such preaunts. Neyer !
The luttera of the moaarch and of bis min-
iatura are extant, and it la true that thuy
can bu cited; but who can prove that the
Canadians bad endorsed them i The replies
and refusais of the Supremu Council of
Quebec (whicb was hecome by order of the
King the Senatu (Conseil Superieur> are
there in ail their native digniry. Tradli-
tionally the temper of our population op-
posud itsuif to this class of people. Tbus
theruforu the repulse ! ''1Not a huad rathur
than onu with a smirch on its forehead."
Seuiag tbe impossibility of impoaing on us
the castawaya of the kingdom, the Minister
feul back on smugglers and sait-smuggiers
(contrebandiers et faux-saunera). Ia thusu
timus of war to the kaife, of financiai crisus,
of genural distresa (the end of the reiga of
Louis XIV), a smuggler was a sort of
gentleman, bora of the people, sacred by
miafortune and readily to bu comparud with
those wbom wu caîl in these days, IlHis
Majesty'a loyal Opposition." The sait-
smuggiers made their business the commerce
in sait. The Mother Country was at such
a point of exhaustion that tbe revenue of the
tax on sai t becamu one of the main resourcus
of the Truasury. Read Vauban and shudder
at the recitai of the miseries of the French
people. The contrabaadists and salt-smug-
glers of 1693 to 1730, far from deserving
the reprobation of biatory, bave a right to
our respect. Wall, the Supremu Council of
Q uebuc aaked for contrabandista and saIt-
smugglurs. They were not afraid of
upithets. Thuy knuw the world from which
these unfortunatea wure drawn ; thuy cailud
them to their hulp in prefurence to the
adveaturers of the large citiua. Lut us
leave it to the writura who know nothing,
to work themsulves into a frunzy and pre.
tend that snch recruits bucame an injury to

1It must be remiembered that this3 was written
while Mr. ParkIman wasS stili alive. S. A. C.
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us. On the contrary, it wa8 a geoeÔo'
blood they infused into Our vClfla8 î e ing

But then, it will be said, te e5Î gn go

of the French n.dministratiOfl havîng gire' (
birth to a class in revoit aga""ls eos Do itf
Canada was peopled with these r0 D
not let us pass the bounds Of fact. Accord-ifr
ing, to ail the documents in our8 exs5ess1 on,
nlot more than two hundred of th iu , e
came bither during the epoch i lque
that is between 1700 ad13.tts
observe that our pultorgasi a 0

period settled, constructed, raie
a long way back. The newcomesful
themsulves but a drop ini a bucket. hi

But they came: 1 admit that. f bi
1 do not admit is the acuaine ter i

sufficiently numerous, Tbey 8ve*re tly cr'
rupt to exercise u p o s ln fluer'~t Ffi
We have absorbed them, not l 0 1 or
taining, it may be, a littie of th ir 5 br
opposition to power-not atg

eI have already spoken of Le Sagé.
author of Cil Blas knew not 1uc O Gapsio t
da. The absurd narration, on ussq u
Beauchene put bila into a rapture d1-15.
bis subject. This was in 1714 n tha5  h
Beauchene had lived more on the 1111oY
on the land of this continent. istr

relates more particuîarly to the' O ~ f
than to Lower Canada. Le Sage c bhito
the tropics with the West, after the
of the excellent La Fontaine. liO

Wbat Beauchene bas related of l0690
great families exiled among us, frU0vf
to 1715, is partly true, but what a' n 
plus, good heaveas !For tua ge rtraf

whom the lettre-de-cachet sent tO OU rFraoce r
ing posts,Le Si'age seema to implYtat tured
had been depopulated, emptedp "0 1
cleansed, relieved, consolud, by thele te%0e 0
sions. It i: oo much eaflsiUgatro 1
time. A hssneperiod, ci t for
the King was replying to a request R
expatriationi by force on the part 1o
family of some influence, Il We send vet
to America against his' will.> ', or 1 5 l
whuru do we find traces of these Potr 0
in the genealogies, perfect as tbuy al1
our own families ? II

When L 'ouis XIVdied (1715) the di$' 1
culties in finance became a catr 0 

-

LAw appeared. Muddling evry hie i
ing everything, bue opened a ban, Up" o
owa metbod. t was bankrupte a 51 100

the line in 1720. We have paid ditlY
the experience. The augenit ruodi
almost ail the debt of Canada. It .b 00
lions ! But hie bougbt a diaon ld b~tber
bis glory 1 A new trading coniPanYe 0 loiI.
moaopoly, saw the light. Then mnOrd be
chief commînced. That there shot Of
introduced into commercial affairsa $e pe
rottea operators is easy to bu believ 6 d eo
dutails oftua fail us ; but 1 take the eis
rua of evants and draw therefrom, th" j'be
of a very painful condition of thiugo' cofY
administration of the colony, 5tratt Ot
centrated in the banda of th a a 0eore
Versailles, was sure to produce let a
than one misreckoning. The bh1anC"d 801
not of the "lhabitants " but merelY bi,
passage. M. l'abbe de la Touri, u

but two or three years at QUe eo- i0
1730, said, without the elighteat dis"nff' i
or naming any date, that Il Canada0 ' iil'i
posud of persons ruinud and conmP ro,e 101'
France." H1e indeed was a littIOeo~ hiffi
formed than La HEoataa who' before 009~
had exercised bis caustic pua up.o.f the ~
women selected by Colbert. ofx Vatb PRO
la Tour uvidently speaksof btP


