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ail peoples, times and circumistances, will
lay down the magazinie with deep disappoint-
ment. lndeed, Gen. Trumbull's first care
is te affirni, in effeet, that no sucli principle
exists. Il The right of a state te educate
its children, and the extent of that right,
may," hie argues, II vary under dif1b.rent
political conditions,"

IlThe saine principles of State E loca-
tion do net appîy te a theocratic, absolute
monarchy like that et ERussia, a State
socialistic inonarehy liko that et Geýrluay,
a liiiited constitutional. monarchy like that
et Eiigland, and a reprasentative republican
deînocracy like that et the United States.
In the Rîxssian monarcby where the (1zir is
both Emnperor and Pope, where ait the
people are practie tlly et eue religion, it
seem-i tha, sectarian, religious education in
the public schools is logical, in complote
barmony with the thoory et gî,vernmýnt,
and entirelv consistent with its duty t,) th(,
people ; whilo, sich a doctrine could net hoe
admitted for a moment in the Uýnite3d
States, wbore the people are et diflerent
religions, wh'-re Church aid State hiave bcen
divorccd, and wîiere the patronage, et auy
religion, whatever, by maney ondow ment
from the State, is forbidden by the siipremrv,
la w."

Proceeding te develop bis theory along
the- lineofe thos-,e principlos, if such they
may be called, Gen. Trumbuil reaches sucb
conclusions as that iii (erniany, the right
et the State te educate its childre-n is founid-
ed ou a sort et national patrietisîn, Il the
right et the State te protect itselt froin
popular ignorance and bad subjects" in
Eugland, if any principle can ho found, the
education is graciously conceded as a sort
et cbanity ; wbile in the UJnited Stuitm
Ipublic sehool education re3ts ou principies

peculiarly its own." There tho State bas
no niglit at aIl te educate its children oxcept
what grows eut et the right et the children
te, ho educated." In that favoured ]and
"the night et the ebild te an t ducation is

absolute " ;"I the right et the State is
limited te the simple duty et providing
the means whcreby te enforce the right et
the child."

W'e have net space, nor would it ho te
our purpose, to foliow the varieus stops in
the argument by wbichi Gen. Trunîbull,
having thuls cleared the ground, gees on te
the sweeping conclusion that there is ne
limit te the extent et the education wbich
is thus the righit cf evcry child iii the
Uniited Stat,,s. lu a Goveru ment founded,
theoret;cally at least, on social and political
cquality, every cbild is rntitled te a public
sehool educatiei, incidc'ntally for the ad-
vautage et the, State, but absolutely as the
niglit et the child, for the child's own sake,
in order that cvery boy and every girl may
have a fair and cqual start with every othey
iu tho race for lionourable position, and iii
the struggle for a respectable existence."

l duc time the collegcs will ho opeued
frce te ail the people. Thon II the higher
learningshallbe theprerogative et brains and
net et money." Net only so, but Iltrades,
as means et livelihood, will ho taught in
the public seheols, and we shail see free
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collogps for public education in law, medi-
cie, antd ail the intoloctual occupations
which are descnibed as the learned profes-
sions." And as Ilthe right to an cducation
incl odes the nigbt to the moans by wbich it
ma; ho acquirod," it follows that all the-
b) oks aid other appliances necessary to the
acquiring of ail this oducatien must be pro-
vided f ree. 1It also logically follows,
thoughi the Gene rai does not say sol that as
thîe students must have food and clothing
duringr ail the seemingly uu]imited number
of years w hidli would ho required for this
unversal march throughi cllege, and, we
suppose, through the post-graduatc. and
professional and specialist couraes, so the
State must see to it that no eue is placed
at a disadvailtago in this respect. It must
further follow, we infer, that this complot(,
courie mnust bie ,îîtde comipulsory through-
out, el8e the parsimnony or peverty of some
parent, or the shortsightedness or indolence
of some child, mnay pla ,e the latter at a
disadvantage in the race for respectability
or distinctioni.

There is surely a crudity in the reason-
ing which tinds itaý principles in the acci-
dents of forais ef governm ýnt, instead of
lu the uncbanging decrees of nature. 'i'ose

restrange conceptions of Il ights which
can make thom harmoiiz- with religious
iut)lerance and persecution of Stundists iii
Russia, universal militarisan in Germanv,
aid aristocratie exclusivenoss in Englaud,
wbile giving evury child who happens to 1)e
boru in IR'.publican AmiLerica an absolute
and indefeasible dlaim to the highest and
freost, education that it is possible for the
Stato to give. Has tho child, as an intel.
lectual and moral being, no rightii in its
relation to the State, save such as aie the
outeome of the Iltheory of governiment "
which prevails iii the country in whicb hoe
may happen te ho born 1

We are, however, concerncd, just new,
not so inlich with the logic of the article in
question as with the subject with which it
deals, elso we miight, we think, hoe able to
show that much contusion of thouglit îs
caused in it and maî,.y siniilar articles, by
the tacit assumption that the State proper
is an entity distinct from the citizens who
compose it. Were writers on such sub)jeets
cleanly te recognize and keep in mind the
tact, which surely need8 no demonstration,
that the State is but the citizens iii tht-jr
orgyaniz.ýd capacity, and that, whatever may
bie its character in -varions countries as the
result of a long series ot bistorical causes,
it eau have no rij11hts save those conterred
uipon it or concoded te it by the people wbo
compme it, a vast ainount of confusion of
thought miglit, it seecais to us, ho avoided.

To appiy this dioctrine te the case in
baud, it follows that te speak ef the righits
or the obligations of the State in any
respect, is to talk nonsense. iRiglits belong
to, ob1igatians lest upen, sentient, intelli-
gent, moral agents, States, like corpora-
tions, have ne s is. Wbatever ridicule a


