
THE WEEK. [Novp.-iBEit 4th, 1892.

Great Britain and Europe and Northern and West-
ern Amorica. ln the statement attributed to Mr. Van
Hlorne it is claimed that Ilthe steamers by the projected
route would cross the Atlantic from land to land in one
bour less than tbree days (it is well to be exact) and land
passengers at Quebec in five days." From these promises
it easily follows that American passengers would see the
advantage of patronizing a lino wbicb would koep them
but throe days on the open sea, and land tbem in Chicago
and other Western cities in tweuty-four bours' less timo
tban would be required by the New York route. The
advantage ta Great Britain in reacbing ber Indian posses-
sions, by means of this route, in confection with the
transcontinental line and Pacifie steamships af the Cana-
dian Pacifie Railway are also obvious. But two or tbreo
questions af very serious importance ougbt ta bo pGndered
by Canadians before Governmeut and Parliament are
permitted ta commit the Dominion ta the payment of this
enormous subsidy. The first and chief is, Il Will it pay ? "
By this we do not mean will every dollar of the annual
haîf-million, or whatever the amount af the subsidy may
ho, be returned directly ta the pockets af the Canadian
people, Thero are many cases in which it iH the part of
good statesmanship, as af good business management, te
make outlays unromunerative for a time, with a view ta
future advantages. But will the sum total o a dvantages
of every kind resulting ta Canada from the diversion of
the amount af travel and traffic which can reasoriably be
expected ta resuit from tbe proposed arrangement fairly
compensato lier for tbe very large annual outlay from the
taxes of ber citizens 1It is net quite self -evident that
either the prestige of such an enterprise, or the gain ta bo
derivod incidentally from the transit ai passengers and
their effects across aur territory, would really rocoup the
Dominion, howover beneticially they miglit affect the
finances af the railway. lIn fact, the whole steamsbip
uubsidy business is one which demands a dloser investiga-
tion on its monits than it bas yet received. But granting
both that the subsidy system is sound iu itseli and tbat
this particular application ai the principle would be spe-
cially justifiable, the question af the propriety af still
further iucreasiug the powcrs of this huge railway cor-
poration, which bas already so stroug a bold upon Goveru-
ment and Parliameut and people, is one demanding the
most careful consideratian. We are f rae to admit that
the energy and entorprise ai this Company command both
admiration af its management and confidence in its
resources. But, bowever meritoriaus and trustworthy tbe
Company as at present constituted, it should be remem-
bered that individuals die, but great corporations livo
from genoration ta generation. A management miglit
arise at any time whicb wauld bo hampered by no
scruples and would recagnizo no ends but tboseofa
self - enricliment and self - aggrandizemen(. Tbe power
for evil oi sucb an institution in sucb bauds would
be enoninaus. 0f course tbe îriere bestowment of
an annual subsidy for a limited period could not greatly
increase the danger, for it would romain in tbe powen
of Parliament ta withbold it at any time after the
expiration of tbe stipulated period. But if tbe contem-
plated scheme involved, as bas heen hinted, any sncb tbing
as the transfer af tbe owuership of the Intercolonial Rail-
way, sncb a condition sbould not ho ontertained for a
moment, unloss tbe people are willing ta face tbe possibility
of having tbis great railway company hecome tbe real
rulers oi tbe country.

T 1-IOE who abject t the wole system of protective dutis
otbe ground that it is unjust and oppressive ta the

farmers and other general consumers ta comupel tbem to
pay enhanced prices for articles of comfort or necessity
in the interests oi a few manufacturers are ofton met
witb an argument inom statistics, sometbing aiter this
fashion. The wbole cost of the imported dutiable articles
which are used or need be usod by the average family
doos net oxceed a certain very limited sum, say fifty dol-
lars a year, and tbe amount of duty upon goods ta this
value, at tbe rate of twonty-five or tbîrty por cent., is
but a small. sum ta pay for tho encouragement ai home
industries. It migbt be deemod a sufficiont answer ta say
that neither the political nor the moral qnality of an
injustice dependa upon the amount of the unjust exaction.
It is as neal a violation of tho equal rights oi citizens,
from the point of view ai abstract justice, ta transfer by
law from the pocket of one citizen ta another ton cents as
ton dollars. But the crucial fallacy oi the argument lies
in its tacit assumption that the pocket of the consumer is

affectod only ta the extent ai the sum lie pays hy way
of duty upan tbe imupDited datiable articlei he buys. No
account is taken af tho tribute lie pays ta tbe
protected manufacturer in the shape of the enhanced
prices, or tbe comparative infeniority or uusuitability of the
articles of bome manufacture which ho is constnained to
purchase, wbereas it is in this indirect way tbat the
major part of the trihute is usually exacted. When tbis
is pointed out, one is met witb the reply tbat thbomne-
made pnodnct is really quite as good and as cbeap as that
of fareign manufacture, if not botter and cheaper. The
abvious rejoinder thon is, wbat noed of protection? Ils it
ta ho essumed tbat tbe groat majority ai Canadian con-
sumeri are so prejudicod, or so unpatriotic, tbat they
will, uuless prevented by acta af Parliamont and armies
of custom officers, prefer foreigu goods ta those manufac-
tured hy tbein awn fllow-uountnymen, oven at higlion
pricos '? While waiting for a satisfactory answor ta this
question, the opponoat of unjust restriction of the liberty
ai the citizen ta huiy in the cheapeat market may go on ta
point ont that the statemont in question witb regard ta tbe
comparative excellence and cheapness af the protected
articles ai home manufacture is maniiestly inconsistent
with tbe very ground upon wbich the protected tariff is
defended, viz., the inabîlity ai the homo manufacturers, by
reasan ai their limitations of capital and market, ta com-
pote witb the foreigner au even terms. The stereatyped
appeal ta statistica ta prove that the cast of this, that, and
the other article is considerably less. at the present time
than it was at some previaus period, before tbe protectivo
systemn was intraduced, bas been s0 aiten effectivoly
answerod tbat it is scarcely necessary again ta show that
there lias been for many years and stili is a general ton-
deucy ta declino in the prices ai almost ail descriptions of
manufactured goads. This is tbe inevitahie and legitimate
result ai the constant and wondenful improvomeut in
lahour-Gaving macbinery, and the vast incroase in tbe cou-
sumptian ai articles ai canvenience and luxury wbicb is
made passible, in part, by sucb growing cheapuess. The
really pertinent question in tbis discussion is whetlier and
ta wliat extent tbe îprotectivo system aperates ta debar the
people fromn enjoying the fnl! benefits ai the reductions in
cost which are nendered possible lsy the discoveries and
inventions ai tbe age. A complote answor ta this question
wauld, there is reason ta believe, tbrow a startling ligbt
upan the amount ai tbe tribute wbich is taken by law for
the benefit ai monopalies and combines. Tbe recent
Iwateing " ai the stock ai a highly protected cotton

industry in Canada, ta the oxtent ai nearly one bundred
per cent., is one ai the many suggestive iacts whicb sliauld
belp ta open the eyes ai the cansumiug public.

T IIERE is, sa far as we are able ta judge, no ihrn
improbahility i the cabled rumour that the British

Gaverumeut proposes ta withdraw the Britishi traaps from
Canadian and certain other colonial garrisons, savo on
economic grounds. But so long as the Mother Country
maintains a standing army, the traops will have ta ho
maintained somewliore. We bave always snpposod that a
small part ai tbem bave been kept in the colonies mainly
because tbey could ho supp orted there more choaply than
elsewhere, wbile they were lilrely ta ho quito as available
in case ai omergencies. In iact the warld-wide distrihution
ai British possessions and commerce would seom ta render
it almost imperative that lier troaps sbonld ho distributed
ta some extent in the samo way. Fon these reasons ai her
own, Great Britain is fat likely, it seems ta us, ta make
any furtber serions change in the way ai concentration ai
lier ]and farces. Fan the same reasan it is improbable in
the bighest dogreo that ber Governimont will witbdraw the
detacliments ai ber fooet wbich she bas been accustomed ta
kecp) on eitben American coast. But why this commotion,
we miglit almost say dismay, in certain Canadian minds,
at the rumaur that the Gladstone Gavorument cantem-
plates the withdrawal ai the Halifax garrison ? The loss,
financial and social, ta the Haligonians would certainly bo
groat, but that faot could handly bo expocted ta bave
weiglit as an argument witli the Britisb people. From ovory
other point ai view one would suppose that the withdrawal
ai the last force ai Britishi nogulars fram Canadian soi!
would ho regandod as a compliment'ratber than otherwise.
\Ve pride ourselves an aur loyalty. Prominen t Canadians
are continually assuring the people ai England, in aiten-
dinner speeches and otherwise,that it will ho iound equal ta
any neasonable demand wbicli may be made upon it. Surely
the witbdrawal ai a few thousands ai soldions cannat ho
too severe a test ai that loyaity. We are fond ai asserting

that we are tealal intents and purposes a selIf gov-Prning
people. Many ai us evt n talk upan occasion about aur
Canadian natiouality. We quite rosent the offonce wben
aur republican neiglibours aven the way sometimes nefen
ta us as poor colonists under British domination. Now it
must ho coniessed that it is excee-ingly awkward ion us ta
fling back the tauint with becoming energy inta thîe teeth
ai those who hurl it at us, se long as they can point ta the
presence in aur very gateway ai a fort garrisoned witb
soldiers sent across tbe acean, aï if ta stand guard aver aur
country. Quite different will hcoaur position when we can
say that tbrougbout aur whole Dominion, irom Halifax ta
Vancouver, the soul is trodden hy the foot ai no soldier
wbo daes nat wear the Canadian uniform and is net under
the conmmand ai Canadian officers. Wbile, thon, we can-
nat weillabject ta the Mother Country sheltering a fow ai
lier soldions in the strong and comiortable garnison whicli
sbe lias provided, for tbem at the expense ai Britishi tax-
payons, se long as she finds it couvenient ta do so,
wby sliould we regard the presenceofaitbose troapa
as a special faveur ta us as Canadians, or why should we
fat esteem their witbdrawal tbe higbest compliment wbicli
Great Bitain could pay ta aur layalty, aur capacity for
self-mbl, and aur ahiLity ta take cane af ourselves 1

BECAUSE Sir John Lubbock in a necent speech
pntdont among tbe great advantages whicb Can-

ada would derive front a policy ai in ýe trado witb Great
Britain, the fact that the presouce ai cbeap British pro-
ducts in aur markets would aperate as a strong pressure
iu the way ai forcing the JritLed States ta lawer ber
tariff walls, lie bas been accused ai advocating smuggling.
XVe do nat wisb ta quihhle or ta draw any superflue dis-
tinctions ini the matter. We have no douht that wbat
Sir Jobn meaut was that the existence ai veny mucli
cheapor gonds ai given kiuds on the Canadian side ai
the lino wauld render it impossible for the United
States ta prevent smnuggling, save at a ruinons expense,
and that she would, tîterefare, eventually ho compelled in
seli-defence ta reduce ber tariff on the articles in question.
We canfess that we have oursolves used the samne angu.
nient witbout suspecting that we were advocating the
broaking ai any moral law. Perbapa we wore. We do
net regard smuggling, or evasion ai the laws ai tho land
ini any particular, as harmiless, or as ix venial offence, but
we bad nat thonglit ta carry our application ai the golden
rub se far as ta say that Canada should refuse ta adopt a
froc trade policy, even if couvinced that it wonld be
greatly for the henefit ai bier awn citizeus, hocanse it
wotild have tlie eflect ai temipting sei b er neighbours'
citizons, ai weak virtue, ta defraud their counitry's revenue.
On anc paint we are, however, very dlear, viz., that it
doos fat lie with those wha have estahlisbied and still
upbiold tbe N. P. an the ground ai " recîprocity ai taritfi"
-- in ather words, the law ai rotaliatiau-to judge Sir
John Lnhbock an lofity moral prnuiple8. It is also ta hoe
cansidered wbethcr tbis may fat bhoane ai the cases in
which the end justifies the me-ans, iuasmuch as the
groat henefit ta ho conferred upon Amenican citizens
generally hy tariff reduction miiglit make it a wonk ai
pbilanthropy ta put hefore tbetu an abject lossan ta sot
them thinking, even at the risk of stimulating the crime
ai smuggling ior thc tîme heing.

QPEAKING more seriou8ly, it bas always seemed ta us
that the moral aspects ai the tariff question have net

usually heen sufhcicntly regarded. It tends mare than
almost any ather law ai whiicb we can now think ta
confuse moral perceptions and obscure moral distinctions.
WVe do nat now refer ta the pninciple laid down in effect
hy the Democratic leaders in the United States, that ta
levy a tax heyond the necessities ai governmeut is a vio-
lation of the social compact and ai the riglits ai free citi-
zens, though that principle might ho shawn ta bave a
moral as well as a political hearing. Nor do we refer ta
the clasely-relatcd question ai the injustice and construct-
ive immorality ai transierring money by law from the
pockets ai anc class ai citizeus ta those ai another clasa.
But there can ho na question that any law whicli fails ta
commend itself ta the reason and conscience ai large
bodies ai citizPns, or is negarded hy them as arbitnary and
unjust, and whicb many ai tbema consequently persuade
themsolves that it is net wrong ta evade or break, tends
dinectly ta lawer the moral tono and standards ai that
people. We say nothing bore ai the injury it doos civilly
and politically hy lossening the sanctions ai law as law,
and tempting many wlio are otlierwise upriglit citizens ta
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