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whom aur civilization bas pradnced, s0 daplorabla a feature
of the scientific investigations ai aur day. We bave aiten
waudercd that those wha are fighting what they believe
ta ha the battle of hnmanity and religion in this matter
have not transferred the conflict ta the higber graund, ta
a much greater extent than thcy hava hitherta, donc. Let
it be dcmonstratad that ail those practices whicb involve the
inliction of intense pain unneccssarily upan the infarior
animis, whether this bc donc in the name ai commercial
gain or of medicai science, tend directly ta the atrophy
and final extinction of qualities wbich constitute sanie 0f
the noblest attributes of human nature, and a case wiii
have been made out for the prohibitionoaiaalI sucb 1ractices,
againat which no cansideration ai pecnniary gain, or e-ven
ai physical healing, can prevail for a moment. That it
should ha anc of the irst and highest aims of ail gavern-
nient ta pi-ornate the perfection of the race in its higbcst
qualities, and in the long mun, ail wha recognize the
supremacy ai the moral side of aur nature must admit.
To bing the matter witb which wa set ont down, thon, ta
the truc practical test, the question is whathcr the practice
af deborning cattie 18 not sucb as, if it sbould become
camman among farmers and stockraisers, wonld tend ta
harden and degrade the natures of thosa who sluouid tlîus
accustoun theniselves ta, inflict sncb suffeing for a Filight
pecuniary consideration, and of ail who sbauld stand in
any relation of responsibility in the mater. TLhcrc is
surely somthing in the very dependence af these domestic
animais upon aur superior knawledge and prowess whiclî
appeals poweriully ta, whatever is nobicat and most gener-
oua in the hunian breast. Lt is at least warthy of con-
sideration wbetbar that appeal can ha habitually and
deliberately disregarded without correspouding injury ta
the bigher nature ai thuese who turu a deaf car ta it for
thue sake of iltlîy lucre.

MA AR ham again brakan out betwaan the Oatholic clergy
I and the Senate and Chambor of Deputies in France.

'rhlic bIler accOuxîts wilîi reaclh us hy mail show that the
stanii aroused hby the incident at Rama and the insolent
attitude assumed 1l'y thue Archbishop of Aix and other
digruiitarieýs cf the Church in reference ta the circular of

t'le Frele Ncli Miistcil' of Worship, in wbich the Bisbaps
were mequeted to refrain for the prasent frai promating
any moire piîgrimages in thair dioceses, is stili raging. Lt
is scarccly toc, rnuch ta, say that the very existence of the
Catliolic Chiîrcb as an establi8bed church is threatpned. As
a îuattcr of fact we do net supposa that the nîobbing ai
the French pilgrims in Rame and the correspondence
which ensucd were so0 much the cause as the occasion ai

thîe violent discussions which took place in the two Hanses
oi Parliament and of the strong and bitter feeling against
tha Church wbich was revealed in the course ai thosa dis-
cussions. As the mattar now stands thera is no amhiguity
in the attitude of the Party ai the Left in aitlier clianibar.
The separation ai Chorch and State is distinctly deinanded.
Lt is probahîy anly a question ai ime when the dcmand

will have ta ha canceded, and but a littla mare arrogance
and ofhstinacy on thîe part of the bicrarchy are neaded ta
bring the tinie very near. It may ha aven now at the
doors. In the Senate, after violant debate, a motion was
carritd by a vote ai 211 ta 57, censuring the cîergy and
calling an the Governrnent ta enforce their submission ta
the Republic. In thîe Chamber ai Deputies the apponents
af the Estalîlishuent went furthcr and miade a direct
motion for disestablislîmcnt, whicb secured 179 votes ont

ai 500. This slîawed that thosa wbo are as yet unprcpared
ta go suc far are in a pretty strong îajarity, it is truc, but
a subsequent motionî sulstantially the sainie as that carricd
in the Senate gave the Govcrnment onîy the narrow

majarity af twenty. M. de Freycinet muade, mareovar, the
significaut statement that whilc, as respousible Minister,
hae could not naw agrea ta the separation ai Church and
State, yat if the agitation cautinued, aud the ciergy were
detereuined ta sEt the Repnblic at defiance, this cansuni-
mation wonld ha reached in the near future. Apant

altogethar froni the meits or results ai the present

quarrel it seenis quita unlikely tbat the connection, Bo
alien ta the spirit ai damacratic institutions, can ast long
after the fini and final establishment ai the Rcpnbiic.

IS Mexico about ta follow the example af sa many ai the
Sonthb Amenican States and bave its revoîntion?

There ara sanie indications that sncb a thing is possible,
thougb iL muest ha conieased that the spectacle ai a ravolu-

tionany farce taking refuge an forcigu soul is nat calculated

ta impress tbe world witb the conviction that it is very

dangerous ta thc constituted authorities. Froni the tenor
of an interview said ta have been had with Garza, onc of
the insurrectionary leaders, by a representative of the

New York Timnes, it would appear that the insurgents are

relying upon disafrection in the ranks of the Presidential

armty for the reinforcements which are evidently needed ifj

any speedy su3ýcess is ta be- achieved. If it be true, as is

by no mearîs unlikely, that Prtesident Diaz is a good deai

of a desrot and muchi more intent on consulting bis own
pleasure and providing for his own future, than upan i
seeking the permanent prosperity and happiness of bisi
people, or, which would cone practically to the saine

thing, if this impression is abroad in the land and in the i
army, the reliance of the would-be revolutionists upan the

goodwill of the forces sent against theni may nat be mis-

placed. The desertion of a body of Goverument traops, as

reported the other day, is an indication in the same line.

Lt is flot very improbable that only a temparary success

of the rebels in saine engagement may be needed ta cause
a general desertion fronitbe Gavernmient ranks. But in

the almiost tatal absence of reliable information as ta the
causes of tbe insurrection, the strength of its leaders, and
the real feeling of the masses, speculations are useless.

Meanwhi]e United States troaps are said ta be in hot pur-

suit of the trespassers, and a collision is imminent. It is
therefore possible that the insurgent forces on American
soul may ind a spcedy end put ta their ambitious dreams
by being ignerniniously arrested, or driven across the

harder and into the armns of the Presidetts troops.

T [lE aId year bas passed away, and the ncw ycar bas

camte i and the omtensar brigit orgloomy accord-

ing ta the point of view frumtiwhich wc regard them.

The most sanguine optinîist will hardly feel satiafied with

the present appearance of things ; and the glaarniest pes-

siis will niot venture ta say that they are had beyond

the possibility of improveinent. Thelî reasonable man, who

loves luis cauntry and his îwighbours, and therefore wants

ta know and thinît what is trite about them, will impar-
tially recognize the zood and the cvil which exist arouîîd

him, will be thankful that tlîiîgs tire as well as tbey are,

and will take counisel how they may boe made battar.
For us Canadians such a state of mind us quite justifi -

able. We have a good dca] ta bie thankful for, and we
have saute things ta be ashanied of, The general condi-
tion of the country is good, prosperous, hopeful. Tiie
average of well-bcing and of aIl that constittutes wcll-heing
is high. In this respect thcre is probably no cauntry in the
world better off. There are countries which have a
greater numiber af wealtlîy muen in proportion ta the pop-

ulation ; and thi8 is pcrhaîîs a doubtfui. good. But the
gencral level is higher with ourseives than in ruost coun-
tries, and this is a great matter. IlThe greatest happines
of the greatest nuînber' "nîay not ba an absoluteiy safe
principla in Ethics - but it is not a bad warking tbeory in
Poiitics.

Stili thare is everywhere a dark sida ta things. Many
persans have been teiling us that aur political life is nat

sound. Unfortunately wa are often tald things af this
kind by the very people who are rnost corrupt. But who-
ever may tell it ta us, it is unfortunataly tao truc. And
it is truc, flot merely of this party or that, of ane class of
officiais or another: it gocs through aur whole systcm.
And it is of-no avail ta say that the peopie at large dis-
apprave and dctcst these things ; for ours is the soul in
whîch they are grawn.

0f course wc detcst theni, espccially when thay bacoune
a scandai. Wa dctcst theni when they ara braught aut in
ail their unblushing hideausness ta the liglit of day. We
do not exactly mean that we dislike cvii doing only when
it 18 found out ; but there is sanie trutb in this view of

the matter. If we go a litt!e further and enquira into the
root of the evil, wa shall find it in the prevalence af party
spirit and in the selfish desire, se wide spread, for per-
sonal aggrandizement.

0f party spirit we need say littie at this maoment
Lt is the~ cursa of cvery age and of evcry peaple. Lt is anc
of the harrid fanms taken by falsehaad, prejudice, bigotry,
self -deceptian, greed. When these Prc chased aut of the
world, party spirit wili go after thaun. But the ather
evil-the desire for persanal aggrandizeinent at any cast
-is gctting very serions indeed. When men desire pub-
lic office that they may enrich theunselves at the public
expense, and ta the seriaus public laEsa, then things are in
a very bad way.

And, it is said-apparently with some considerabla
degree af truth-that sucb things arc on the increase.
Here in Toronto it is alleged that the heavy rate of taxa-
tion is the resuit, not mnerely of the rapid increase of the city,
nor mcrely of incapacity and mnismaitagjliîei,, L-iÀ cf actual

jobbery. ILt is flot perhaps quite easy ta prove 4bis ta
any considerable extent, and it may be rctortcd that sucb
things should net be said unl-ss tbey can bc proved. Yct
the wide-spread belief in such evil doing could hardly have

arisen withaut sanie reason. Thesa things are bad, not
merely as facts, but as syrtîptonis.

We do not propose hera ta do mare than refar ta the

maycralty contest in Toronto, which ilîtîstrates the real
difficulty of the situation. How few comparativeiy seeni
ta sec clearly the nature of the issue! How few sem ta

sec that by advocating or appraving the advocacy of the
privileges of any particular class, they arc doing and
cncauraging the very thing which bas disgraced aur coun-
try during the past yaar. Wc are practically and in -eal-
ity hoodling-that is ta say, we are trying unlawfully ta
get other pcople's monay inta aur possession.

And the remedy 0 f course tlîe first remedy that
suggcsts itsalf ta mast of us is ta crîticize aur neighbours
and peint out where tbey may amcnd theniseives ; whilsît
our neighbours are going threughi the vcry sanie or a sum-
ilar process with respect ta ourselves. ILt is alwvays thus.
We are willing ta reforni the cburch and the warld, and
ta forget aur own need af refarmation.

This is the way ta prophasy snîooth tiîings ILt is donc
evcry day hy ail kinds ai teachers, aven froni the Christian
pulpit. If only we could make othcr people botter, get
theni te bold aur opinions, use aur practices, and s0 forth,
then how soon would carne the millennium ! But the

mllennium wiil couic in ne such way ; but only when
every anc of us takes hiniself in ban<l, and resolves that
lie, for ana, will do rigbteousness, wbatcver othar people
nîay do.

And liera is aur earnest graating of good-will and
peace for the new year. Lf things arc fairly well with us,
let us ha thankini and try ta keep theni sa. If aiiything
is wrong with us, let us do aur bcst ta find out the causes
and go on ta remove theni. Let avery man bagin at home.
Let hiîîî swacp befora bis own door, and the city will iw
dlean. Let each man cansider with biniseli that it is when
ha is doing bis duty ta bis neighbaur and bis country, and
oniy than, that he is gaining bis own legitimate good. By
this means, and only by this means, howcvcr wc may try
ta decaivc oursalves or othars, will the new ycar prove
a happy ana for aIl.

THE QUEBEC BOULE,,VER8EMENT.

VI11E recent avarturu of tha Provincial administration
Iin the Province af Quabcc by an exarcise of the pre-

rogative assumed ta ba vested in the Lieutenant- Governor
is an uncxpacted and ominous incident in aur canstitutianal
history. Wc bave a pracedant for tha dismissal of a Gov-
ernor, but nana for the dismissai ai a Premier supperted
by a majanity in the Legislature.

The Letellier imbroglio af 1878 is aur only pracedent
far the dismissal of a Governar under Our presant cansti-
tutional systaun. Ha was a Liberai and the appaintea ai
a Liberal Govcrnmcnt. Mr. De Bonchrvill-the gentle-
man who bas just accedad ta office by the graca ai Gaver-
nor Angers-was then leader af the Opposition. Mr. Joly,
the Liberal Premier, was sustaincd by a majority, but the
avarwhclming vicory of Sir John Macdonald in Ontario
cmboldancd the Consarvativas ai Quebcc ta attempt the
avarthrow ai tha Liberai Govarnment ai that Province in
spita ai its rnajanity. Thcy invoked tha aid oi thaeIDomin-
ian Premier, and aýven went oc, far as ta ask the interven-
tion af the Imperial Government. The answar frani that
higb constitutienal autharity was a palp-,ible rebuff. Tha
Colonial Secretary instructed the (iuverror-General, to the
following effect: " Under the lBritish North Amn -La Act
thxe Lieu tenant-Governor ai a Province bas an uuiquestion-
able constitutional rigbt ta dismiss bis Provincial Minister
if froni any causa ha lacIs it incumbent on bu ta do sa.
In tha axercise af this right, as of any other ai bis func-
tians, ha sbauld, of course, maintain the impartiality
towards rival political parties whicb la assential ta the
proper performance of the dutias af bis office, and for any
action lie may taire ha is, undar the 59th Section ai the
Act, directîy responsibie ta the Gavernar-Ganaral." Lt
was iurther intimated that Ilthe power ta dismias a
Lieutanant-Govarnor resta with the Governor-Generai and
the Dominion Cabinet, and nat with the Governor-
Geneasialone. "

Mr. Leteliier was dismisscd by the Governor-General
on the advicc of bis Ministers. The impartial historian of
that avent, and af the circunistances and motives whicb
produccd it, will hardly cara ta cite it as a precedent that
future Govarnors-Gencrai may safely falw. Lt was a
questionable axercige ai arbitrary power by a rehabilitatcd
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