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listening to wht ight just as well be reaà in -ia newspaper-if one could
be fouud that would publisih lt-anti the public înoney is wasted inspreading the talk broadcast iu inany places whi-re flot the slighitest regardis paid to it. No douît it is dlesirable to preserve a faithful 'record of ailthat is said in th(e flouse hy th,, nenhers ; l)ut if a succinct précis of thiswere prepared and printed, insteadl of a r/ ,rbatinî report of the verbalflounderings and repetitions of lion. inmers, anything pertinent or ofreal value thatt ilit by chance at any time he uftered would be available
to us for reference in a convenieit shape, and would be preserved to pos-terity in a fori that wili give thein a inuch lîigher opinion of Our good
sense than what tbey are likely to get froru lie present records.

FAILunEs of justice throughi the stupiciity, or soniething worse, of jurieS
are flot uncommon ; but nlowhe(,re lu Canada are they so comnmon as lu theProvince of Quebec, where the institution of trial by jury secins to be one
of those British exoties wvhoqe proper use the F'renchl cianot understand.
Iu a criannal case tried the othier day la the Court of Queen's Bench,the accused, who had just been deelared by a jury to bý flot guilty of thecrime laid to bis charge, was thus addressed lîy tlie judgeý Y- ou are dis-
charged ; not iii the Jeast because you are net gu ilty, for it, lias been proven
liere iii this court that you are nothin 'g less tlîan al tlîief, but solely for areason tlîat no intelligent nian could conrh .'t'h''is verdict was lu
face of thejudige's charge that the case wasi an exceptiouially clear oule; thatwitaesses hail sworn that they had Seen tij'acoused iii the' atb of co1n uittinýg
the crinme ; that no proof lu rehu ttal hlual bîeen adduced l)y tîte daifeîîce
anti tlat al verdict of '' gui lty ''slionhi tIirefoe lie rendered. Con.soîjueiitly,
but one moent of thîe (o~uîrt's tiuiew slîotild bI taken up lin fi îîiuîgiý the ver-
dict. T[le jury, lîowever, took tlîre hours, witli tlîis unexpected recuit
aîîd iii dicagn hein I [is If loeur statel tlîat tlîis waq thte second verdict
that liaI been rendered iu contradiution to Chle evibîece witlin al tew days.In the tirst case a înwrcliaît w; s elîargd witlî forgiing anul utterinig s4eventy-
two proinissory notes, eac ïiie freiin $1 2 1 to $300. At thle trial hisfathor, a notnngenariaîî, wlîose nauLiw nas as, witlely hoiîourod as it waskncwîi, feli îleadl while gi vinig evilenee for the first ti me lu bis life ia acriuinial court, Wliat, coneiïetîeîi thve înay have beeiî between. the proxi.mate cause of lis deatlb and i 1' psiti luis i s tood ini, it is nout for us tosay ; but the jury s4eeuîl tii have (houeulit, thlat tîj e bath of thie father was aclear vindication of tlîe hîcucur o)f thle son ai sert of trial by vie ious ordeal
-and accordingly tlîey ae1 uuîtted luîuuî, tlir verdit ueuu g'ee ted l)y
cheers. " Th'lis applnuse, liewever, tlîij i uîîyiîp;tlîeýttienl y i)ronounced
to lieI thîe loost disg'raceful lelcitn ioî e ever lîcard iii a court of
j;ustice, and in tAie face ef al Verdict, too, s;o îîotoriously iii contradiction to tlîeevidence as to slîake the very founîd iti(>us cf 1oit. l fact, tlie synmpathy
was of thîe înaudlin sort, anI is ild cal ;ive of inauh We bave ail l hard ofthe man who, whca brouglît to triai for, sentiug bis ageul uîother on thekitchen lire, l)leaded bis forîcrii orplîaned state in initigation of puishuiiient
apparently, if tItii lîad leen iii MoCîireal, thîe pîca would bave ensurednot only acquittai lîy tlîejury lut tlî aeîyîis syrnpatlîy cf a discerning
public.

THE British Goverumnent appears to have becoine at last aware that butlittie reliance can bp iduieed in the Siiez Canal as a iiitary road between
England andi the East. Ia peaceful tiîîîes al few hours' delay iu traversingthe Cantal, causcîl ly an obstruction, is îîot of iuuch muoment, but iii timeof war a simîilar delay nîight lie fatal to soune important moveient. Andunless commercial trailic were wholly suspended, and the Canîal takenpossession of by Englaîîd, the îîîost vigilant police euuld not guard tugaiustobstructions being plaed, by the siiuîking of slîips, at hîdif a dozen placeson any day. A great commiercial coulvenience, the Canai is likely to failas a inilitary rond just wben luiost nceded. Accordingly the saine Govern-ment that bomnbardcd Alexandria and slauglîtered thousands of Arabs, inorder to keep open tItis road to ludia, is uow more than wiiling to scuttleout of Egypt as soon as inay be. The Canal inust of course be kept open;and it will bie used as far as pos4sible, but flot, depeuded on. The alterna-tive route round the Catpe is, bowever, very lofig, whîere turne may be of theutmost importance ; and therefore attention is ilow turned to the routejust opened-whclly througli British territory-a.cross this continent.Thei subject was lately înentioricd in the Ilouse of Lords, and froi thetenor of Lord Granville's observations there is lîttie doubt that this routewill be adopted ns an alternative, road to the East and Australasia, by theConimittee wbiclî Lord Granville announced had been appointed to inquireinto tlîe advisability of establihing a British Mail line between VancouverIsland and Hong Kong. If 80, this flew and most, substantial interest inlier coloay înay be expected to briag about a change iii England's attitude

towards Canada.

NATIONALISTS are calling attention to the faliilial, fact that the statistiosOf crime are lower lu lreiand than in Great Britin, wvhcnce they argueSthat to apply the Crimes Act to Jreland is absurd and u1njust. oThis Isa palpable fallacy. In a countr y full of hunge cities, the numne fodnrand mniscellaneous offences is sure te be gre-ater than la al rural country.But it îs aot agýainst ordinnry and mniscîýlaneous offences that the CrimesAct is directed. The Crimies Act is directeil againist the organized outrageand the criminal domination of a terrorist eague, to wlîich there isnothing analogzous ln Great Britain. IL is very likely that the number ofordiaary offeaces was sinaller in Siciiy than ia the territory of Borne, butthat did not prevent, the Italian Governmeîît froin taking special measuresagaîst the Camorra. The ineasures which it took were far more vigoroustlian tlie Crimes Act, yet they caused no scandai. The siitest, act ofrepression enianatiug froîn a seusitiveîy constîtutionai power like GreatBritain causes, lu fact, more scandal than the most drastie application Ofmartial law by more arbitrary goveraments. Some day, perhaps, GreatBritain 'vill bo led te the conclusioa that it is best to handie rebellion orconipiracy with determination, and let foreigun crities say what tlîey please.

Mn. GLADSTONE seuS to set revolutionary avalanches roiling at therate of about eue lu each îuîonth. The othier day lie coînmitted himselfand, se far as hoe could, hic party to the projeet of Mr. Jesse Collings,a hairbrainied social reformer*, who proposes to gi ve ail m1uaicipalitiesthe power cf expropriating- cwuers of land iu order to create allotinents,and force iunto existence a pealsant proprietary ; al mnesure which, as every-lbedy who knows anything of tlîe habits of deinocratic inunicipalities mnustbe aware, woulul open a boundleqs scene cf ,jobbery, as well as of violenceanti injustice. Now the great man couiitenances the scheme cf Mr. Crilly,an lrishi Nationaligt, for extending tlîe secialistie priîncipies of the LandAct te bouses, and counpelling aIl lessors to make over the fee to the lesseesat ai priee wlîlcl, cf course, woul l e iixed lx' soina revoliiticniarv tribunal,ant i aving hein fi xeî, 'vould probnlmly herpïdatd as lias been (loueia the case cf [ri.gh lanud. IL is reinarkable tlîat even Mr. Giadstone'sParnellite Secretary for lrelatid deprecates as tOO extravagant the pro-posai to wbich lus chief gives env. Thesi, cenifiscators, whether of landor lieuses, seein tutaily bliaid te the obvions fact that though thîey mayplay the trick once tlîuy williiuever have a chance cf playiîîg it a secondtinie. WVlen onie set cf irivestors in lieuse propcrty bus been rebbed, therewull be uic more ilnve-stilieu t iii bouses, ou, if there is, the investor willdeutanul, in thie chape of luigh reuit, al ratc cf iteres. on uts ilîoney sufficientto cover the risk cf ceuiajn flouse accommodajltioni vili ccîîsequently
grow scarcer, aid thien, legislate as yen will, everyboly will have to pay
mocre thîaî lie dccc uow fori a bouse.

TaE dfeiat cf tlîe Britisli ( i-overiuneait oit a R iclmotion te reduce,the grant for the, minitenance cf parks bnlungiiig te, or used exclusivelyby, Royalty, shows wlî.t a creatiouî aid creatiire of factions it is. WVehave ne information as te tîte, consctitution cf eithe(r uiijority or minority,but it inay bo ussuimie, that-tlougli the- question touched il Royal privi-lege-the Tories did not go te the assistanice cf the Governinent, butrather lot the Ridicals bave their way 'vithi it; and it is plain from thevote tîtat Raudical party loyalty te wb ut is esîeuitially a Radical Govera-ment linoi eXistuie ý. A fewv lays carier the c tble told us cf a Il greatparliaunentary victory " wvon by Mr. Gladstone, and for the Home Ruleparty, oui a in3tion cf t1ie memnber for Dublin UInivercsity doprecating thevoting cf supplies for [relaiid till the Il icce was piaccd in possessionl ofthe Goveruuîîeiît's Irish poiicy. lBut wvbea it is iemeinibered that thisquestion was brou ylit up by il private uneiner ; tîtat, it was net taken upas a serions party issueip at aIllan that yýti omnc eyrsetable miuîerity, it i-s seaiewlhat dificult, te perceive liow it was a victory atail, either for â1t. Gladstone or the Natioaalists; and baviug regard tethis othier victoîy, woîî by the ordiîîary supporters cf the Goverumontover the Gcvornimeiît itself, the question naturaîîy arises, What wiil betlie effect cf a dofinite attack on the Governmat and the fortunes cf theNationallists, when the attack is suppcrted by the party leaders and thewhole force cf the national sense cf Great Britain ? The answer will hogîven in a week or two; and lu the nîeantiîîie both these votes may be heldte givo sOme indicationof its character

IT inust be said for the French Republie that it works. A few weekgago tho Ferry Government were turned eut cf office by the new Chaînber,and M. de Freycinot was ontrnsted with the reins cf power, on bis consent-ing, as appeared, te carry eut tho vlews cf M. Clemenceau and the ExtremeLeft, who occupy mucli the saine position iu the Frenchi Obamber that theNationaîists do in the British flouse cf Commons. Yet'the Oabinet of
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