
31Y FRIED MA RK!

revisite(l the localitv the next year, t
We after soile seareli fouid the loog i
shanty. it was eipty. By certain N

i CIccluded it hai been vafated
the day of mîy last visit. No doubt
thue iniates, afte- Mark's treachlery,
fear-ed lie would lead the authorities 1
upon tlhemii an1d so they vaished. I
Thus individllîl did I accomplisl for i
the G-overmeni what a laig-e statf
had souglt ii vain to do.

CHAPTER Il.

Fortune has aiways favored ie.
Inheritinîg consile meains I have
added steadiy- to the store and was
reported rich lon hefore 1 felt eI-
titled to b e so c!0sideredl. Friends
ofteni warnîed 111e ag;ainlst glars, my
ho0>use wNas so far- -eiovedl friom thWe
frequelited streets, ald so 11111 gos-
-ip was aflotat about my ineoimle and
possessios >5, Iblit I lever'lad botliered
a bit about it until this particular
iiglt, wlen I was sure I leard a foot-
step dowi stairs in the librarv. A
footstep had lo business there at imiid-
night. Besides iyself there was onlV
the housekeepe- iii the place anid sde
was asleep long ago.

But soimiebodi i IV -se was in the house
no0w , sure enlough, so I quietlv dressed
ani stole dowin. Tliere was a flicker-
ing light in the roolis, and mîîy indig-
nation swelled oni observing that the
fellow had lit oie of liv fine WaX
caidles. Seeinig that I was proviliiigg
hIni with things to steal, why im
thuinder could he nlot bring his ownil
light, or whIV could lIe not have looked
abtout until he found a tallow candle

On1 the table lie liad spread out a
nuiber of valuables collectedi froi
diflrent rooms. There were two pieces
of silver, heirlooms in the family which
no moniey could buy from ne, besides
two other pieces of greater intrinsic
value. As I got in view lie tossed
01n the table a wallet containing several
hundred dollars, which lie liad secured
by forcing a lock in a cabinet, and

hen lie conueiiced coolly rumniag-
ng aimloni g the papers. Ini my hand
was a stout oaken stick whicli I had
oundi1l ii the hall and grasping it
ir-m11ly 1 stole ii upoi the fellow.
Whîei withini six feet of hîim1 lhe

ooked over his shoulder, not as though
he had heard me, but as though warned
by instinct. He tried to turn but I
was upon hiimî and brought lim a ter-
ritic blow with my stick and then we
clinîched. He w-as a powerful brute,
but my strengtlh has always been
great and I lad the advantage in the
attack. We fouglit stubbornîly, and
tinally I got hiimî dbown with my hand
ol his tiroat. Soinehow lie seemed
passive as though reserving his
streigth, aind I was suspicious. As
my breath began to returin I thought
1 saw the manl actually trying to
smile. And tlenî I looked at him.

" Mairk
" Ah tliere " retorted the rascal in

a gas) as iv fiiigers relaxed.

Is this what y-ou are at now. Get

Yes, and why niot ?" lhe asked un-
blushingly as le arose. "Business is
business and I am no more ashamed
of mine than I would be of yours."
"WeIl you're a thoroughbred scound-

rel."
"Go slow, tliere. No names. Don't

presume too muich upon our acquaint-

anceship, but attenîd to your business
and l'Il attend to mine. Now you go
back to bed and l'Il go on with this

job. I'um nîearly throuigh."
",Just as near through as you'll ever

(ret. Do you call this attending to
vour own businîess-dont you know
ihis is my house ?" I was in a rage,
though now the meinory of his in-
pudence is aiusing.

" Of course it's vour house. I did'nt
know- it until we grappled and then I
knew it was all right. You are under
obligations to mue. I saved your life
you kiow."

" Suppose you did. Call arourd at
iny office to-moirrow and l'Il pay you
the 5OO I promised vou, but I won't


