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n of Canadian Municipalities' Convention
Urges Province to, Establish Departments of Municipal Affaira-Union may b.
Re-ormaized- Attendance not Larze- Relation ta thse Cost of Living Problem

ÇICIPAL delegates to the number et les. thani one
aindred met in Kingston, Ont., on August l2th to 14th
annual meeting of the. Union of Canadian Municipali-
Only a tew delegates were present from the west, for
the. unfavorable crop conditions are ini part responsible.
ed among those present, however, were J. N. Bayne,
enting the Saskatchewan Departrnent of Municipal
s; John Perrie, Deputy Minister of Municipal Aff airs ini
,a, and Oscar Morin, Deputy Minister of Municipal
s for Quebec. These are the. only provinces which thus
ve established such departnients.
fter an official welconie from Mayor Newman, of Kinig-
,be president, Mayor Bouchard, of St. Hyacinthe, Que.,
red bis address, referring especially te the change in
itlook since the lat convention. The. financial stato-
and the report of the parliamentary agent, were also
ýted. The. latter dealt prlncipally with the. Conisolidated
a>' Act, which lias just been passed by parliament
iavlng been postponed for several sessions. The. aniend-
inaerted by the. senate, however, meets with strong
ion on the part of the. municipalities, who regard it as
gnitien of "vested right,>' a. iastanced in thie case et
)rente and Niagara Power Ce.
be report ot the. honorary secretary-treasurer, W. D).
iiali, K.C., who has just resigncd, gave a resuiné of the
ot the Union. He said in part:-

En 1900, the. Montreal Light, Heat and Power Comipany
sut nierged aIl the first electrie companies ot greate r
cal and iiad obtained trom the legisiature of Quebec,
;t the, strenuous protesta ot the. citizens, lncluding thnt
stmount, of which I was then mayor, a new charter emi-
ing it te enter upon, place its polo. and wirea along,
ýa up, an>' street or highway in tint large district-

stpopulous in Canada-wlthout the. consent et any
ipal authorit>'. Local circunistances threw mie jute the.
t ot tihe fight and, aftr the. charter had been obtalned,
others, aaw the. triumph et mon.>' and political trickery
wzwesty and pepular rigiit a precedent without lumit in
il presage for Canadian lite and eharacter. If mon.>'
,rong were inevitabi>' te succeed, it was clear that al
»)aniercial and publie lite would sink into, a fostering
f corruption. It was equali>' clear thnt if thse public
net preserve these righta, tiiere was a sure end te our
e, fer ail their rigiits could b. similari>' taken fromt

and soid for mioney. Tii. cynical example te our young
iiat iiou.sty was net the. puccessful pelicy was ene ef
ont dangerous aspects. Moreover, thse triumph of cor-
noney was net even goed for property iu general. It
inugurating an unllmited reign et plunder, taxes, higli
and 'gatemoney.' And it would with logicai certaint>'
o what in new caiied Bolshevlsmn, unless tise terces of
and order eould meanwhie find a remedy.

Origin of the. Union

l'h. Union of Canadian Municipalities was the rcmedy
then occurred te me. My fricnd Hewland took up my
n, as mayor ef Toronsto, convened thse Convention of

naibat central cit>', h.e becomlng the. firat president, and
4wrst honarary secretar>'.
Fn Toronto, and ether Ontarie pinces, the. charter ot
el] Telephone Conmpany' was ocasioning similar con-

cocrigstreets and Iiighwayp; aithoughit t must b.
or thnt compan>' that it had obtalned its charter quit.
Lly in days befor. the. futur. acope of clectri. enter-

couldI b.e Jnown. In due tiine a reasonabie view of
1 rlghs corrected itu excessive powers.
rhe second thing I was te say lu that the. Union in a
power ln thse state. And titis, notwitbutnnding certain

limitations. A-fter fighting for the insertion of municipal
p;rotective clauses in various single characters--such as at-
tenipts to obtain for niothing ail the water powers in the
wýest, powers over ail thie streets in Canada, and we framed,
and obtained thie adoption of the well..known standard
municipal clauses. For years they have been autornatically
inserted at Ottawa ini ail clectric company bis and others
siniiar, We aiso took a chief part in the nct establishing
the Dominion Railwýay' Board. In battling for our principles
wve rail up againast the mont powerful and persistent coml4na-
tionis in the country and downed then by alheer force of right.
Incidentally wve demionstrated the creditable and hopeful. fat
that theà bulk of our policemen are honest and faithful to
their trust, and nlot boodiers as is so often superficially con-

"In the p)rotec(tioni of the rights of the people the ques-
tion of rates charged by railways, street railways, telepho)ne,
telegraph. power and light companies were necessarily
prominent. These ail partake of the nature of monopolles,
either absolute or virtual. That fact shapes certain prin-
ciplea for which we fought, and these I ultimately put Înto
the following formi as fundamnental and permanent stands to
bie taken:-

"l.. The Canadian people shall fot be ruled by any irre-
sponsible monopoly.

"2. They shall not submit to mnethods of fraud or cor-
ruption.

":3. Thvre shall be no perpetual franchises.
" 4. Our heritage of natural resourcea affectlng iunici-

palities must net be aold, but leased, if not publcly operated.
"5. One genieration cannot legislate aiway the rights of

another.
"1;. Municipalities must control. their streets.

7.Each Canadian shahl have a fair deal from all who
are granted corporate or other publie privilegea.

-8. Some court or- counicil must alwaysq exist fre. and
equipped te enforce the fair deal.

"9. The. life ot the peorest citizen must be miade worth
living, through his share of the beat cîic conditions and ser-
vices.

WiIÎ Attempt to Centrol Price

"The third thing 1 want to say is that we are now at the
beglnning of a vastly important atruggle whîch is connected
with the toregoinig principi.. Control of ail the. essential
necessities of lite-bread, ment, oul, shoes, rubbers, textiles,
have recently passed into the bands of mergers which'are
virtuai mionopolies. By the nature of monopoly the
monopolist fixes his price. The era of the laws of supply anid
demand ha. thus passed away. The. people will net obtain
the fair deal unIess these irresponsible monopolies are abso-
lutely controlled. In bringing about such contrl-in whlch
proces 1 believe a serlea of special tribunal. hîke the. Rallwa.y
Commission are neceesary-it is the duty ot municipal men
te take a leadlng part.

"Thie tourth thlng I wish te say le that fighting has net
been eut sole aim, but rather we have prlncipally sought te
conter together for iniprovementa in ail tint concerna thie
happines of our communitie,. When w. visit thie cities and
towns of both eaat and west, the resuits et the Union'. past
worl, in pressing for parka heire, incinerators there, and vast
systems such as the governiment telepiienes ot the. three
prairie provinces, testity te the Iiprint w. have beon abi. te
make by tiis standing together. We are indebted for much
Uigit on tii... thinga te the. muicipal men, and Unionsa of
the. United States, as well as te those of Great Britain, with
whom w. have kept up a constant contact.

"The. fltth thing 1 wlsii te say in that muanicipal ofie ln
a great privilege, a gret opportunity for service, a dignifted


