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WESTERN CANÀDA'S RELATION

To the. World's Wheat Field-Story of an Investment.

"In 1905 a man -seeking an investment had his attention
called to Western Canada, as the Provinces of Manitoba,
Saskatchewan and Alberta are called. He bought 4,000
acres of land in soutlîern Alberta, which' is a winter-wheat
country, paying $5 an acre. In zgo6 hie hired 170 acres
broken, hired the seeding done; and in 1907, after hiring al
the work of harvesting and threshing, marketed the crop
and found that hie had a profit of $7 an acre on the area
under cultivation. Furthermore, hie was offered $15 an acre
for bis 4,000 acres, but refused to seil."

Thus writes Mr. Rollin E. Smith, of Minneapolis, in
bis valuable volume Wheat Fields and Markets of the
World. It is published by the Modern Miller Company, of
St. Louis, Mo. Mr. Smith says the above is but one of a
thousand instances of a somewhat similar nature that could
be told in connection with tbe Canadian West.

As'a result of the great immigration loto the Canadian
ýWest, or that'part of it of which Winnipeg is the eastern
gateway and the Rocky Mountains the western boundary, it
bas rapidly edvanced to one of the, most important wheat-
gro'wing countries. This importance in flot in tbe amount
of wheat grown, but in the large percentage of the crop that
is exported and in the possibilities for tbe future.
One of the Thfte Cratost.

Western Canada bas (i) the area, ()the soi!, (3) the
climate, (4) the people, and (5) the railroads to make'it,
within. a f ew years, one of the tbree greatest wbeat-growinig
countries. The first three factors are there, wbile the people
and the railroads are coming more rapidly than they evqr be-
fore inivaded a new country.

,This great wheat country is comparatively but a small
corner o! Canada, just nortb of North Dakota and Montana,
extending northward some 300 miles, and west of Winnipeg
for 1,ooo miles.

As yet but a smnall part of this area is under cultivation:
furthermore, this is flot all of the Canadian Northwest that
may be cultivated. One bundred miles fartber nortb, to the
55th parallel, which is the northern bound«.ry of Saskatche-
wan, wîll doubtless somne day be included in tbe wheat terri-
tory.

Four hiindred and fifty miles "as tbe crow flues" nortb-
west of Winnipeg, at Prince Albert is the fartbest point
north wbere wheat is grown to any extent. This is in the
Saskatchewan Valley, in latitude 53-10, 6oo miles, approxîmna-
tely, fromn Hudson Bay. It is 1,400 feet above sea level. For
a series of ii years the average precipitation bere bas beenl,
17-93 inches. The minimum annual precipitation was 9.6
incbes, and the maximum 29.88.
Long Past Douhtful Mtge.

At Edmonton, 325 miles west o! Prince Albert, the aver-
age precipitation for a series of thirteen years was 18.44
luches. The altitude of Edmonton 15 2,150 feet.

Regina, 350 miles west o! Winnipeg, during seveni years,
had an average precipitation of 14.77 iniches.

The "dry country- lies to tbe sonith and 'west of Regina.
Wbeat growing bas been ini progress long enough in

Manitoba and part of Saskatchewan to be long past the
doubtful stage. Whjle there bave occasionally been years
of small yields, the steady increase iu acreage points con-
clusively to an established basis o! certainty as far as the
country has been developed.

The two factors of tincertainty in the newer districts
are early frosts in tbe niorth and drouth in the west. Every
new country is beset with uinçertainties and bas to prove it-
self. Durinig the. early years of settlement in North Dakota
frosts ln August were a continual menace, and fears of drouth
kept agriculturists from the western part, where good crops
are now the mIle. Much of South Dakota, aL few years ago4
where now are prosperous towns and beautiful farms, was
regarded as ini the. arid district, and unfit for agriculture. In
Nebraska and Kansas many o! the first settlers were starved
out and left the country ini disgust; while in Minnesota, the
snost prosperoixs state iu the West, the Rocky Mountaili
locusts, or zrasshopp.ers, consumed thec crop for tbree years

and the branchi banking system of Canada is a great aid to.
the building up of a new couintry. Also, the farmer in thi>.
new country now gets'a relatively higber price for his' pro-
du 'cts than when the Amnerican West was young; and the
cost of production is less. Many of the Canadian farmiers.
ship their wbeat to the Winnipeg market, as, compared with,
the Amecrican farmer, in the early days, p'aying the local
grain buyer and exhorbitant profit,
WiIi Have a Million People.

< The diffecrences between settling and developing this.
new 'Northwest and the Amnerican West is s0 great that it.
will have a million new people and establisbed prosperit>1
before the world realizes What is going on.

The volume deals first withi the wheat 'fields of the
world and secondly with the markets. Chapter 12 of theï
second part is devoted to an interesting history of the Win-
,nipeg Grain Exchange. The volume is well worth a promi-
nent position in the business man's library.

CLEARINO NOUS! RETURUS.

The following arc the figures for the Canadien Clearing
Ucouse for the week ending with December izth, 1907, De-
cember 3rd, and December ioth, 1908, with percentage, in-
crease or decrease over 1907

Dec. 12, '07. Dec. 3, 'OS.
Montreal A $32,363,586 $32,963,552
Toronto .. 25,0211501 28,13o,656
W\innipeg ,14, 164,632 20,329,839)
Hlalifax . ,9)48,016 1,700,670
Hamilton 1 ,631,701 1,5s65,785
St. John .. 1,269,782 1,374,453
Vancouver -3,571,881 3,894,351
~Victoria* . ,081,834 1,084,338
Quebec. .. 2,261,411 2,395,507
Ottawa. . 3,356,744 3,6o6,85 i
London .. 1,308,150 i,io8,654
Edmonton .. 7614911 867,014
Calgary .... 1,292,764 1,908,968

Total ... . $go,o36,895 8100,935,630
*W'eek ended Tuesday. A French

Dec. îo,1oS. Change.
$30,015,450 + 6.9

29,088,293 +1î6.2
19,143,820 +34.4
1,990,943 + 2-2

1,567,602 - 3.9
1,643,569 +21.5

3,915,211 + o.6
1,113,461 + 2.9
2,392,082 + 5.5
2,93

6 ,054 -1 2.5~
1,352,561 + 3.3

971,559 +27.5
1,794,944 +38.8

$97,025,5 55 + 8.7
Canadian Holiday.
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