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rate rifle and no equipment. I trust t'nat tbe
Government will press the matter wîth re-
gard to equipment. There is nothing more
absolutely essential at this moment for tht
efficiency of our forces than is their equip-
ment. That equipment can'now be obtain-
ed in this country, according to ont sug-
gested plan, and a most efficient ont. For
my part, 1 tbink tht Government cannot do
better than accept tht equipment wbich bas
been invented by Dr. Oliver, of Halifax,
wbich seem to me to answer every purpose
and to be as perfect as we cari possibly get
it. Whatever equipment tht Government
do get let tbem get it as soon as possible,
and let it be as simple as possible, and fret
from anv of tht defects which bave been
found in the equipment of tht Imperiai Ser-
vice. If vie have tht arrns that are now in
tht way of being purchastd and havie the
equipment, there is another thing whicb
sbouid be taken into account. There ought
to be provision made for tht purchase of
heavy guns for defensive work. I tbink tht
Government would be excc.edingly foolisb if
they propose to spend any money upon for-
tifications, because ail modern experience
sbows that tht most effective fortifications
are those which can be thrown up with a
spade, wrhich require no skilled %workman-
ship and which can be provided where they
are needed ini a very short lime. Tht history
of -modern warfare bas shown such fortifica-
tions as were thrown up at Pievna and else-
wbere to be the most effective. There are
some points, such as Levis, and c.her places,
wbere, no matter what fortifications we may
improvise, beavy guns are required ta make
them effective. I think the Government ought
at any rate enter into negotiations or make
inquiries as to the best method of placîng
heavy guns, tither having them in this coun-
try, where they vwouid be safe and accessible,
or else have themn prepared on the other side
of tht Atlantic, so, that in a short time they
couid be brought here. That wouid be a
very expensive tbing ; but at the saine time,
1 think we ought to make a commencement
of providing the heavy guns which wouid be
necessary for such fortifications as we con-
template at l'oint Levis, or such as might be
necessary to be tbrown up in any part of the
country wheie a defensi'.e position was to
be established. 1 thînk the Government, if
pioper restrictions can be provided, could be
justified in askîng for this additional arnount.
1 think that they ought to be in a position to
obtain tht heavy guns I have spoken of,
which are exctedingly costly and ý%hich cari-
not be provided for mucb less than the bal-
ance of tht money that is in hand. 1 would
like to ask tht MNinister whether any enquiry
bas been made %vith regard to heavy guns,
or whether any proposai has been enteitd
into for the supplying of them ?

MR. DICKEV-With regard to tht ques-
tion of beavy guns, I can tel. tht bon. gen-
tleman (Mr. O'Brien) that that bas been

very carefuliy considered by the generai
officercommandîng, and 1 think the country
is very much indebted to him for tht extreme
care and moderation with wbich he bas pre-
pared bis details of arms, etc, for the force.
Very many Imperiai officers migbt on an oc-
casion like tbis have gone into extravagant
expenditures looking to tht equipment of
our force, and in a way that was really not
necessary. 1 think it is a motive of econ-
omy that bas so far influenced tbe General
in flot advising the immediate purchase of
any large siege guns such as the hon. gen-
tleman (Mr. O'Brien) mentions. But he has.
ail the information in tbe Department with
reference to tbem and knows wbere tbey are
to be obtained at very short notice. The
Question of equipmnent wbîch the bon. gen-
tlemnan mentioned is one of a good deal of
difficulty. The British Governnient bas had
a good many equipments on trial and re-
jected tbem ont after the otber. Tbey are
just now experimenting with a new ont, and
it is a question wbether we sbouid adopt the
Oliver equipment or wait untîl the British
Government bad completed their investiga-
tions. Ail tbese matters are being consider-
ed, but I tbink it is quite possible tbat somne
of thîs money will be expended in tbe sup-
plying of equipment.

MNR. MILLS (Bothwell)-Wbat would be
the cost of eacb equipment ?

MR. DICKEY-I ar n ot able to tell the
hon. gentleman exactly. Dr. Oliver wapted
to seli bis patent to the Dominion and let
us manufacture tbemn oui selves in our own
stores. That wvould probably be a more con-
yen lent way, because there would be an end
to it. If you bad to pay, say [rom $2,ooo to
$5,ooo, for tht patent, you wouid have it and
you couid aiways use it. Tht only other
wvay would be to pay Dr. Oliver a royalty for
tht equipment purchased, whicb would be I
think a very dangerous experiment. It is, I
believe, mereiy a question of a lump sum to
pay to Dr. Oliver for the use of his patent,
if it is determined to adopt it. 1 do not
wish the comrnittee to understand that the
Generai bas decided to recommend Dr.
Oiiver's equipment at ail, because be bas not
corne to any determination on th-it.

MR. MILLS (Bothwel)-What wouid be
tbe cost of, say, sucb an equipment as is used
by tht British soidiers ?

MR. DICKIEY-Individually they are flot
expensive.

MR. O'BRIEN-About $5.
MR. DicKEY-I do not thînk it wouid be

even s0 expensîve as tbat.
SIR RICHARD CARTWVRIGîT-T1ie total

cost of equipment in that case would not ex-
ceed $200,000.

MR. DICKEY-$2oo,ooo would furnish tht
whole force, and buy the patent, I should
think.

SIR RICHARD CARTWRIGIT-Apait from
tht question of the $î,ooo,ooo whicb is flot

accounted tor yet, I want to know, what is
the Intention of the Government with respect
to tht $rooo,ooo which is asked for in tht
Supplementary Estimates. Is that intended
to be part of this vote ?

MR. FOSTER-YCS, it is. Aitbough we
bave tbe statutoryautborityto mnake the loan,
yet 1 think wc are entitled to corne to, Parlia-
ment to ask a speciai appropriation, especi-
aiiy since Parliarnent is in session.

SIR RICHARD CARTWRIGHT-AîI you pro-
pose is to c.sk for the $r,ooo,ooo this year ?

MR. FOSTER-There is something more
in tht Suplementary Estirnates for ncxt year,
I îhink.

MR. CASE-As far as I can understand
from tht bon. gentleman who has been ex-
piaining this matter, about £380,0O, Or $,
900o,000 worth, of rifles, guns, ammunition
and general equîpmtnt bas been contracted
for aiready ?

MR. DICKEY-Tbe contract is only $i,-
625,000 at present, so far as my advice is.
Our agent is înstructed to buy tht rest.

MR.CAsEY-And his estimate would bring
it up to about tht figure I have stated ?

MR. DICKEY-That is correct.>

MR. CASEY--Irî tht first place it seems
to me most extraordinary that the expendi-
ture of a vast sum like this sbould be put
in the bands of any ont man. I can echo
wbat bas been said of Col. Lake by the hon.
member for Muskoka (Mr. O'Brien), as fair
as I know hîm, and as far as 1 bave bad cvi-
dence from oý.hers. But Col. Lake is, after
ail, oniy ont indîviduai ; and, aitbough bis
judg ment may be excellent, and bis qualifi-
cations for selecting armns and ammunition
perfect, I do not think that tht policy of such
a large expenditure shouid be ieft in tht
hands of ont person. I think it is for the
Government, after full consultation with ex-
perts of ail kinds, to say how much tbey wili
spend on rifles, bow much for guns, how
mucb for Maxirns, and so on, and to trust
Col. Lake with tht actuai purchase.

M R. DICKEY-That is what was dont.

Mm. CASLY-DO 1 understand tht Hon.
Mînister to say that the Government dictated
wbat sums shouid be spent for each partic-
ular ciass of article to be bought ?

MR. DICKEY-NO, but they instmucted
Col. Lake what rifles he should buy, and
how much h-e should buy, and how much ar-
tillery he should buy, and of what ciass ; and
Coi. Lake ciosed no contract without tht
Government ratifying It. AIl I intended to
convey wvas tbat as to tht details, sucb as
tht inspection of tht rifles, and ail those de-
tails which necessîtate personai contact, tht
Government had nothîng to do with them,
and knew nothing about tbem.

MR. CASEY-For that part of tht work I
do not think you could have better judg-
ment than that of Col. Lake. Wbat I
objected to was, that any steps should be


