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A lewd young fellow seeing an aged
Hermit go by him barefoot, Father, says
he, you gre in a very miserable condition
if there is not snother world. Tme,
love, said the Hermit; but what is thy
condition if there ir ? Man is & creature
designed for two different states of being,
or rather, for two different lives. His
first life is short and tranbsient; his
second permanent and lasting. The
question we are all concerned in is this,
in which of these twa lives it is our chief
interest to make ourselves happy? Or,
in otber words, whether we should en-
deavor to secure 10 ourselves the plea-
sures and gratifications of & life which is
uncertain and precarious, and at its ut-
most length of & very inconsiderale du-
ration; or to secure to ourselves the
pleasure of a life which is fixed and set-

- tled, and will never end? Every man,
npon the first hearing of the question,
knows very well which side of it he ought
to close with. But however right we are
in theory, it is plain that in practice we
adhere to the wrong side of the question.
We make provisions for this life as tho’
it were never to have an end, and for
the other life ag'tho’ it were never to have
a beginning.

Should a Spirit of Superior rank who
is & stranger to human nature, accident-
ly alight on the earth, and take a survey
of itsinhabitants, what would his notions
of us be? Would not he think that we
are a species of beings made for quite
different ends and purposes “than what
we really are? Must not he imaginethat
we were placed in thie world toget riches
and honours? Would not,he think that
it was our duty to toil aft.ér wealth, and
station, and title? Nay, would not he
believe we were forbidden poverty by
threats of eternal punishment, and en-
joined to pursue our pleasures under
pain of damnation ? He would certainly
imagine that we were influenced by a
scheme of duties quite opposite to those
which are indeed prescribed to us. And
truly, according tosuch an imagination,
he must conclude that we are a species
of the most obedient crealures in the
universe ; that we are constant
to our duty ; and that we keep a steady
eye on the end for which we were sent
hither. .

But how great would be bis astonish-
ment, when he learnt that we were be-
ings not designed to exist in this world
above three-score-snd-ten years? And
that the grentest part of this busy species
fall short even of that age? How would
he he leet in horror and astonishment,
when he should know that this set of
creatures, who lay out all their endeea-
vours for this life, which scarce deserves
the names of existence, when, I say, he
should know that this set of creatures
are to exiet to all Eternity in another
life, for which they make no prepara-
tione ? Nothing can be 8 greater disgrace
to renson, than that men, who are per-’
suaded of theee two different states. of
being, shculd be perpetually employed
in providing for a life of three-score-and-
ten-years, and neglecting to make pro-
vision for that, which after many my-
riads of years, will be still new, and still
beginning ; especially when' we consider
that our endeavours for making. oursel-
ves great, or rich, or bonourable, or
whatever else we place our bappiness in,
may after all prove unsuccessful ; where-
as if we constantly and sincerely endea-
vour to make ourselves happy in the
other life, we are sure that our endeavours
will succeed, and that we shall not . be
disappointed of our hope. R

- The following questicn is started by
one of the schoolmen. Supposiug the
whole body of the earth were a great
hall or mass of the finest sand, and that
a single grain or particle of this sand
should be annihilated every thousand
years. Supposing then that you bad jt
in your ¢heice to be happy all the while
this predigious mass of sand was con-
suming by this slow method till there
was not a grain of it left, on condition
that you wers to be miserable for ever
afier; or.suppesing that you might be
happy for ever after, on condition you
would be migerable till the whole mass
of sand were thue annibilated at the rate
of one sand in & thousand years; which
of these two cnses would you make your
¢hoice ?

Iv-must be confessed in this case, 3.

many thousands of years are to the
imagination as « kind of eternity, 1’
in reality they Jdu vbol bear so great x
proportion to that durstion weich is to
follow ;1hem, s # unit does v 1he great-

est number which. you can put together
in figures, or as one of those sands to the
supposed heap. Reason therefore teils
us, without any manner of hesitation
whieh wounld be the better part in this
choice. However, as I have before in-
timated, might in such a case be 5o over-
set by the imagination, as to dispose
some persons to sink under the consider-
ation of the great length of the firat part
of this duration, and of the great distance
of that second duration which is to sue-
ceed it. The mind, I say, might give
itself up to that happiness which is at
hand, considering that it is 8o very near,
and that it woulg last so very long. But
when the choice we actually have before
us is this, whether we will choose to be
happy for the space of only threescore
and ten, nay perbaps of only twenty or
ten years, I might say of only a day or
an hour, and miseaable to all eternity ;
or, on the contrary, miserable for tbis
short term of years, and happy for &
whole eternity ; what words are suflicient
to express that folly and want of con-
sideration which in such a case makes &
wrong choice ?

I here put the case even at the worst,

by supposing (what seldom bappens) that
& course of virtue makes us miserable in
this life; but if we suppose (as it gener-
ally happens) that virtue would make us
more happy even in this life than a con-
trary course of vice; how can we suffi-
ciently admire the stupidity or maduess
of those persons who are capable of
making g0 absurd a choice ?
Every wise man therefore will con-
sider this life only as it may conduce to
the happiness of the other, and cheer-
fully sacrifice the plemsures of a few
years to thoge of an eternity.

NEGLECTED CHILDREN.

Some Remedy Needed ftor a Sad State ol
Affuirs—Views ot Physiclans,

The recommendstion of a coraoner’s
jury, the other day, that the Legislature
should pass a law to punish parents who
do not give proper medical care to their
children, has stirred up the medical pro-
fession to a considerable extent. Several
practising phbysicians, who have been
seen, are of opinion that the recommend-
ation was & timely one and that it should
be acted upon without delay.

One prominent doctor said yesterday :
“ Qut of 105 little babies, of less than
one year, who died last week, 7 bave not
the  least doubt that at leust one-half

.might have been eaved by proper attend-

ance. That g, indeed. a serions question,
and one which should receive the attep-
tion of all men whose duty it is to look
after the general welfare. Just think,
more than fifty lives wasted in ons week
in one city ! Out of & total 105, 98 were
Catholic babies. Now this should show
olearly, if nothing else would, that the
large death rate is due to the want of
proper care. I am a French-Canadian
and a Catholic. T do not wish to be ub-
derstood 88 saying that Catholic parents
purpousely neglect their children: I
would rather say that generally the
babiea do not receive the care that they
need because the parents are poor and
cannot afford it. Tt is none the less a
matter of concern for the Government.
Only yesterdey I was called to & house
where & child of eight months had died,
to give the required certificate. I called
the coroner,who learned thatthe child had
died of diarrhces, and that not & drop of
‘medicine had been given to him. When
the coroner remunstrated with the
Ea.tants, and said that & dog would not
be allowed to die that way, the father re-
plied that if he had an income of two or
three thounsand dollars, such =as the
coruner, he would have had a doclor.

“* Now next duor to where thia haby
died. there was a family with twins of
the same age. When the mother of the
twine learned of her neighbor’s baby’s
death, she remarked that *Gud muat be
dreaming to take off that child, when
she bad bad so much trouble with her
own.” That same evening one of the
twins died, and the other expired at noon
to-day. They wiil be laid in the same
coffin. Now, I cannot make a specific
charge, but having seen the three babies,
I am convinced that they were consti-
tuted to live hud they been given the
proper care.”

“May 1 use your name?” asked the
reporter.

“ My name would not alter the facts,”
replied the doctor, “You must bear in
mind that we ure nnt public prosecutors
aid that we depeyd. .on the very people
wi.om we might criticise for.our Hving.”

Dr. Laberge, the head. - of the City
Health department, was:also-seen, He

had no. hesitation in saying that the
large death rate among children was due
to overcrowding. ‘“Thegreat proportion
of Catholic babies who died as compared.
o Protestants is due in large measure to
the fact that the former have more
children than the latter. But over
crowding and want of care are the great
evils. Take the ordinary workingman’s
lodging of four rooms. Two of these are
set apart for parlor and kitchen, and in
the other two the eight or -ten members
of the family sleep. Most likely under
the windows there is a privy pit. The
air cannot but be vitiated, and medical
suthorities hgree as to the fact that the

fantum are due to impurities in the
atmosphere. Then a baby is a delicate
creature. It wants constant care. In a
poor family the mother cannot be attend-
ing to her children all the time; and
often she is not educated to do it in &
proper manner. When a baby falls sick,
if a doctor is called he can do little more
than prescribe & diet ; and ¥ have known
in my practice that tbe preacripiion is
often disregarded by ignorant mothers.

“ What 1s to be done ? Well, there is
first & question of education. I believe
the Government could help progress in
that direction. As to medical attend-
ance, if it is going to be made compul-
gory the Government must supply the
means to those who do not have them.
I believe in that. I am a Socialist asfar
as that is concerned. [ do not see that
our Government should spend money to
bring foreign immigrants until they have
done everything possible to protect the
lives of the children of the soil.”

ProseLYTISING in the Pacific, is the
title of & short but significant article in
a recent number of the Liverpool Catho-
ic Timoes. It runs thus :—

“Qur contemporary, the Catholic
Times of New Zealand, makes two ser-
ious charges against Sir J, B. Thurston,
English High Commistioner for the
Western Pacific. The High Commis-
sioner is accused of attempting not only
to proselytise the Catholics of Fiji into
Wesleyanism, but of making use of the
Government organ, Na Mata, or the
Gazette, for the purpose of circulating
atrocious libels un Catholics. Further-
more, Sir John, it is averred-—appaxently
taking a few leaves out of books in cir-
culation nearer home—has been distort-
ing history to suit his purpose and pre-
judice Catholicism in native eyes. Sir
John has been interviewed on the sub-
jeet, and it is suggestive that his only
answer is a tissue of rather coarse abuse
of our contemporary. He has, in fact,
“unmitigated contempt” for it, but it is
very probable that he will change the
tune when his superior, Lord Ripon, has
bad his say in the matter. Unguestion-
ably the case is one for immediate inves-
tigation. The charges are plsin and
direct, without s semblance of vague-
ness ; and, besides, the files of Na Mata
tell their own tale. Government gazottes
on “No Popery ” is something we desire
to be spared. Such tactics must be left
to tolerate & goodly pumber. If High
Commissioners in the restful regions of
the Pacific find time hanging a little
heavy on their hands, and would fain
seb their minds to some exciting task, it
would be well to let them know thst to
proselytism and libels on Catholics there
i8 a decided objection at the seat of Gov-
ernment. More congenial fields should
be found for such doughty heroes.”
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What Do You Take

Medicine for? Because you are sick

with to prevest iliness. Then remem-
ber that- Hood’s Sarsaparilla curgs all
disenses caused by ympure blood and de-
bility of the system. It is not what its
proprietnrs say but what -Hood's Sarsa-
parilla DOES, that tells the story of its
merit. Be sure to get Hood's, and only
Hood's. .

Purely vegetable——Hoon’s Prris—25¢.

——

s HOLLOWAY'd PILLS.—This cooling Medicine
has the happlest effecl when the blood is over»
bheated and a tendency to infilammatory action
is st up in the system ; one Pill taken shortly
before dinner does away with the indigestion,
fulness, and flatulency—Indications of & weak
stomach or disordered Jiver. A few Pills
taken at bedtime act as alterativeg and aperi-
fents; they not ‘only relieve the bowels but
regulaty every organ oconnected with them,
avercome all aorid humours, and encourage a
free supyly of all the secretions essentlal to
onr well-being. Holloway’s Pills thoroughly
cleanse and periectly regulate the cireulation,
and beget & fesllng of comfort in hot climates

and high temperatures, ‘whioh is most desir-
gble f0T preservation of health, i

largest number of cases of cholerain- |,

and want to get well, or because you |

Marble and Granite Works
GIITE-DES-NEIG_'ES- MONTREAL.
T. BRUTUITET,

Monuments, Headstones, _
Yaults, Posts, Copings,

And all kinds of Cemetery and Architectural
Works,

All Kinds of Repairing
at Moderate Prices.
Residence: COTE-DEs~-NEIGES.
Telephone 4686 ; connection free for Mon
real. 7.6
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SPECIAL NOTICR!
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We call attention to the large additious of
fine Parlor, Library, Dinilng Room and Bed
Room Suites Just finished and now in stook in
our New Warerooms, which has heen acknow-
jedged by all, without exception., who have
closely examined our Goods and Show Rooms,
to be the very Finest and Largest assortment.,
and decidedly the Cheapest yet offered, quality
considered, .

‘We have just finished fifty Black Walnut Bed

Room Suites, consisting of Bedstead, Bureau
with large Swing Bevel-edga Mirror and Wagh-
stand with Brass Rod Splasher Baok, both
Ma.;bla Tops, $25; Wood Tops, $22. Allour own
make.
We will in & few days show some very nice
mediam and low-priced Furniture in our Large
Bhow Windows, and the figurer will counter-
act an impression left on the minds of many
that imagine from the very fine display made
the past few weeks that we are only golng to
keep the finest grades of goods.

A8 heretofore, we will keep a full Hine of
medium and good serviceable Furniture, but
wililnot sell anything that we can not guaran-
tee to be as represented, whioh has for the paat
half century secured for usthe largest sales yet.
made in our line and will still follow theold
motto of Owen McGarvey & Bon:

Large Sales and Small Profits.

—gl——

OWEN NCGARVEY & SO,

{849, 1851 and 1853
Notre Dame Sitreet.

RIENGEAU HOTEL,

58 and 6o Jacques Cartier Sq.

MONTREAL.

The cheapest first-clans house in Montreal.
Kuropean and Amerloan Plans. .

JOS.  RIENDEAT, Proprietor.
| Caé’*pets.

The place to get them rignt, and fullest ‘
melection, I8 &t

THOMAS LIGGETT’S,

Curtains,

Shades, Portieres and Window Mount.
ings--new, pretty, and splendid value,

t
*  THOMAS LIGGETTS.

Orlecloths,

Cork Flooring, Linoleums and Iniald
Tile Cork, well seasoned anrd from eele-
brated makers, at

THOMAS LIGGETT'S.

Mauts, .

Mattine, Rugs and Parquet Carpetings,
immen~e quantities to szlect trum, at

THOMAS LIGGETT’S.
* 1884, Notrc Dame Street,

o —

And 53 and §5 Sparks §ireet, OttaWe,



