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REAL CONVERSATION:
OR, RECOLLECTION OF THE PAST.
By Mrs. Hofland.

¢ Tha circumstance of your being detent in France so long, my

clear Madant,”® said [ to an. elderly lady in 1815, ‘has made you
half o Frenchwoman, ‘or you would not have said so positively
that our lnavs were unjust towards women. ¥ really do not con-
sider myself in any way aggrieved by them.”’ '

i They h.we not pressed upon you,’ ’ she rephed with a smile.
¢ You judge wrong in the conclusion as to myself also ; for I am
re'rlly proud of being an Englishwoman, and thankful that my last

“duys will be spent in my native country Nevertheless, 1 must

;‘assert, that the Law: here is hard, cven to cruelty upon a class of |

“Ineritorious worueu. - Par czamplc, Jet . womou ‘be ever so in-
" dustrivas, aud successful in a hu=mess, orin ‘the exercise.of art
~let her’ nmmmm and edicate her children, support an unworthy
hiasband, or «rwe vulunable employment to the poor : extend the
commerce of her country, or do it honor by the talents she dis-
plays ; and yet the laws of the land allow the creditors of aknown
profligate, and dishonest husbund, to wrest from herthe hard
earnings and -self-denying accumulations of her life. It takes,
in fact the bread from her children’s lips, (dr:m n {rom the heart-
sirings of a tender mother) to squander i upon an extravagant
mistress, bestow it on a gambling compupion, or in any way up-
hold the means of wickedness in @ wretch who has already proved
himself such—who, in the Apostie’s lunguage, provided not for
his own huusehold and wus warse thun an Infidel.”’

e Tis cert\unly % very hard [aw, but I do not believe. it is ever

, hcted!upon =i fact we. ha\c -fcw-won'.eu in thrs couutry cap-rhle

enqmry, ior :

her hls'tor) , .
*“ Sgme fiv ¢, or six, 'md»twemy years since, tv-o verv fine rrrr]s,

who had lutely beconie’ orphans, . cume frain iy native town,
Rutlandshire, to -visit a friend in London. Tn a shert time each
rmade what is called a conquest, and in the course-of the year one
was married to an apothecary, who resided in a strect leading
into Smithfield, the other to a very eminent tea dealer at Ludgate
HilL
¢« The latter was, in parson, dellcate, almost to {ragility, and so

gentle, and modest in manner, yet with so mmuch good sense and
¢;niet ohservation, that I wus sorry to lose sight of her. Itso hap-
pened that a short time after her marrizge I had the pleasure of
seeing her, and I'shall never forget the manner of her husband, he
aopeurud so fawningly fond of -her, so over—aud-above civit to me
as her friend. I said to myself, ¢either this man is a.great liypo-
crite, or my- amiable countrywomun is a cold- hedted woman
after all, for’ certainly his fonduess, though not repulsed, was
not affective.” I four she is uuh.rpp) . ﬁourrshmg a8 ull around
her appears.’’ B ’

¢« My visit was not returned, but this did not surprize me, for
we lived then in the couutry, and my own large fawily, and sub-
sequent trouble, might be suid ¢to engross me wholly.” Some
vears after, however, I found myself one day near Mr. Elliett’s,
and I gldiy availed mysell’ of the opportunity. On entering the
warehouse [ saw, with great.surprise my former elwant
arquaintance seated at a rarscd desk, with a pen in her hand,
srrayed in plain and matrou[y clothing, and although sur-
reunded by that press - of -business which iudivated the
power of wealth, app'lrent’y stripped of all those atuributes
of it which T had seen her formerly possessing. As my own ap-
(earance was altered, bath by time and sorrow, I ap;rr'oached her
<lowly, and 1 remember asked her if she recollected me.

- vus 2 mosl uuerestmg woman. ‘ I_-m_ust ‘\.ELLL-_‘, ou

<, yes, yes 1 she exclimed, exceedingly agitated, and
taking my hand she led me with trembling haste out of the ware-
house, first jnto.an adjoining parlour, and afterwards up stuirs, asif
she dr.sired to retive from every .eye, to Secure to. hersell the sad
lu\rury of weeping freely over a tale of sorrow, to wmeh she yet
supposed 1 was no.stranger, 1or the causes. of her mrsery were
known to many.

It 1ppeared thata very short time aﬁcr her mumaoe, her hus-
band- had shewn himself :vr'mmca! mean, ard full of ’:dzssrmu]a-
t.on abhorrent to her natu*e hut whrch she hopcd (for wwes hav

a lmncn at hopmn-) 10 oné save hersolf hud drs"overed .

" hich I must mahe,

She had

reason also to believe him unf.uthful but it was not nntri ufter

the birth of her second child that she drscovercd what the worldf

had long known, that an illicit ccnne\xon with an extravagant and
profligate woman, at once estranged him from hc'ue, and render-{}’
ed him when there, a miser to his dependants, a sycopbunt to his
customers, and adrainer-of the money produced by the exertions
of the former, and the confidence of the Jo.tter.;

Athis period there becarne a great. falf iz off in theirhitherto
extraordinury trade, in the, manubcruent:, £ which he: had- once
shown great abilities. 'Dr:tressed as sh. was by contcmptuous

us

neglect; and even studied cruelty, she found refnffc from her own,.'

h,ehn«rs, by occasionally seeing those whosmi-it, was his. -duty: 'to
see, . and, when she had hy mere chance rmrsacted some.matter- of :
business wrth an ability for. whrch he’ h.. -:not given heér:credit,: he
po~mve1v msrsted on her entering into th
Aund for the last two years she had been a sla\'e and a 1ost. suc-
cessful one. She said her children (voun-r as they viere) - had
been sometime at school her husband lived ulmOst wholly.at the
other end of the town,: but his returnsahnd béen of late more
frequent, in qrder to inspect the progress of some workmen whe
had been fitling up an adjoining reom according to his order. -

As she spoice she threw open the door of her bed-room, -and I

perceived u tolerable. lurge reomn .in which the windows were|
Dricked np, allowing only small apertures at the top, guarded by |-

iron stanchions, and that a stove waa the substitute for a- grate,

I believe,’? said she, ¢ it is to bea repository for choice teas,
but he never condescends to mention rury intention to-me, though
I have proved myself (strange as you -may..think. it) .a better

judge than himself. Tam treated as the“mo desprcable memul—-_
vmust never ]\now the

but my chddren (my mnoceut chr‘dren

mee]\neSa nnd swegtness.” T left her with-all tile sympathy of:- an:
'1chmu hear arrd about ‘hrec momhs afrerwards L culled urr'uu.

¢ Imugine my aslomshmﬂ.t, when evidently unemployed yet
sitting on the suine seat, I beheld i the wurehouse a-stout, hand-
some, woman, about ten years older than Mrs. Elhert, dressed in
the most expensive and flaunting nuner, and bearing alike in
mien and mauners a charicter that coqu not be mistaken, [
looked round—there was not a creature in mourning—the wo-
man’s eye pusued me, I hastily asked for 2 pound of tea, and as
my recollection returned in paying for it, enguired what was be-
come of Mrs. Ellictt ?

¢ The young man who served me, with a most intelligent look
poiuted to a direction which he had already written, at the same
time took my money to the presiding lady. Oue other customer
alone appeared—the place was chunged from a fiiir to a desert.”

“The direction was ¢ Mrs. Elliett, N— street,” - and ' thither I
sped—there were three carrizges at the oor, and to my gs-|].
tonishment I found their gwners izt & smull store, behind the coun-||;
ter of which stood my poor friend, with a smiling countenance and
a hundsome cap.” I bustled through inte a little paclour, and -id
the course of u few minutes she juined me, and welcomed me with
tears of joy. Iintrented her to compose herself and tell me what|}
liad happened ? ¢ ¢ You remember that odd room I'showed you
the Saturday you were so good as to sit with e an hour 2* - ¢“Por-
fectly well, it was for 2 tea store.”

T had a bad cold and intended to lig' late in bed the next day,
but was called by the maid who suid 2 lady wanted to see me. 1
was not without hope that it was you, and hastened into the par-
lour, whera I found an elderly woman, who of course I saluted
with respect, and concluding she wus come to ask the character
of a servant who had recently left me, f began to speak on that
subject. '

¢The woman replied not, :md her eyes were ﬁred on mein a

anner really distressing, 1 beg:m to. muke my hrealrfast in
order to relieve myself from her looks, whrch fell on'me as a
spell.  Afier enduring this- above an hour I venturud to euqurre,
by what rmht, nnd for wh.xt purpese she had pard me so. unac-
count'rble a visit, and ﬁxed upon me re'rzu'da S0 s"rutmmnv LA

“fama nurse from St ‘Luke’s, and am enwaned by your
hu:bzmd to. talca care of.you.>* - N
© % Tuke care !—you do nat thmk me mad - ‘

“ I know you to be so, but it is better not to’ tall\ of thrs.”_ '

most rrrduous duues.,-

' _“Iusta.ntly the whole horrrble scheme burs' upon me——-t!.e
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have been ].md to me. The first 1'1wyer in t‘xe“lx ng
Lord 'T'— hrmscxf) hearing of my sitdation, huve cousnlted on my"

case, and procured mea scparanon, but I am sn!l 1 beheve, _'él o
good deal in Elfjett’s power. IIowever, the Tesult of all thrs rs, S
that Mr. Holmes hits taken this shop of whlch f om so]e mrstress,;‘ .

but we are equal partners-—two of my late servants are co e to’ ‘
me, the merchants voluntarily have offered me eredrt to.ax )
amount. The money \vluch could not’ be dlspensed W th iwe

found by my partner, of course, my poverty bemvr_e\rlreme"‘
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e Well, ma’am coutmued my fneud “vod wdl be-awara ..
how happy § feltito’ witness this relief, and that I-did not mtrude o
long on the time of ‘one'so valu.xhly employcd. It was perhaps a
year and more, before circumstances enabled “me  to” call “again
upon her in N-g-c Street-—she was no longer visible. ¢ ‘In answer
to my eunquiries I wastold, ‘no such person was known;? yet-"
when [ anxiously asked if my friend was dead, (seemwthe words,
l'*tc Llhett, was on the cheek of the' door) 10 ANSWer was obtam-‘

< A httle girl (the only customer) observed the 00]; of surpnze‘ o
.md sarrow I naturully 'lssurned on qultunn' wthe spot nand l_'oUmv- »

b) ustep, ld«ru )

derrrec busy, but wnh persona of ya




