- on carth,’’ was the only answer that was vouchsafed to the offer.

s "cnnn?t‘”{bo accomplished, they shall at least take speciul care that

- under the penalty that all trees upon whilk the nests are found at

%

~attained, in a long course of years, 1o a great size.

. which fraternity he seemed to have a great affection.

- for whut was apparently of no use to him.

- consequence of a circumstance which took place some time after-

£ with intense curiosity and fear.

P

" branchers, Gibbie 2”

, ?'gtr.i‘clly applicable to the subject of the conversation.. In thefirst
yParlinment held by Janies, it vwas enacted, for the preservation
.. ‘of the corn, that ¢ the proprietors of trees in kirkyards, orchards,
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THE MISER AND THE ELM.

By Joun M. WiLsonN.

There lived, during the reign of James 1., in a small cottage at

a little distance from the public road leading from Melrose, an old
man, called Gilbert Perkins. At the back of the cottage, there
~was a small piece of ground in which grew an elm, which had
The house
and plot of ground were held in feu from a neighbouring pro-
prietor, who,_i;_n consideration of the poverty of the occupant,
generally reniit}éd him the few shillings of feu-duty.  No person
knew anything of the old man. FHisonly mode of passing his
time seemed to consist in sitting, for muny hours together, at the
foot of the old elm which shaded his coltage, apparently listening!
to the music of the rookery over his head, for the members of

Iis next neighbour was u feuar of the name of Andrew Gar-
land, a wright, who, for a long time, had eyed the spacious elin
in Gilbert’s back yard with the eye of a Dwdalus, measuring, no
doubt, i Iris mind, how inany brides’ drawers or coffins might
have been produced out of its stately trunk. 1le had often en-
deavoured to purchase it from Gilbert ; and was surprised that a
man nccounted a miser should have rejected an offer of money

‘““Idinna want to disturb the craws, the only freends I hae
:Andrew’s attention was drawn more narrowly to this subject in

wards.  One morning, when np early at work, he was surprised
to see Gibbie sprawling down from the elm by means of a ludder
which he had brought from the cottage. As he descended, he
looked suspiciously around him, as if afraid he should be dis-
covered ; and having satified himself that no person saw him,
hobbled away into his house, dragging, with great difficulty, the!
ladder after him.  Ilaving watehed him several mornings after-
wards, Andrew discovered that he ascended the tree once every
day at the same early hour—going through the same operation,
without a chango in any respect, even in the motion of his limbs,
or the putting of one leg before another.

‘¢ Ye rise early, Gibbie,”” said Andrew to him one day.

*“Do I2*” answered Gibbie cuutiously, eyeing his interrogator

: -+ There’s nac apples on oor Scotch olms, Gibbie, are there—
egh 29 ‘ o

¢No ; ‘but there’s sometimes craws,” answered Gibbie,» \i'ith
ncrensed terror, mixed with some satisfuction  at his prompt

Iy

".“Do ye breakfust on the young rooks, or, as we ca’ them,

“«No ; but I gic them their breakfust sometimes,”” replied Gib-
‘bie ; who saw that it was better to give a reason for his ascending
the tree, than to deny what was clearly known.

“Ye had better tak care o’ Jamie’s act o* parliament,’’ replied
Andrew, with reference to a curious statute which had recently
becen passed in regard to rookeries.

“There’s nae act o' Parlinment can prevent me frae

¢¢ It i3 forfeited to the crown, old man,’’ soid the sheriff-clerk,
who slood aside. )

¢« '} redeem it, I’ll redeem it, wi’ three times its value,’’
eried Gibbie, holding out money to the clerk. :
¢ The time of redemption is past,”’ answered the clerk. It
must now be sold, but not till it is cut down.  You can bid for
it along with the rest.””

This answer in some degree pacified (iibbie, who sat down on
a stone alongside of the tree, shivering with cold, and eyeing,
with intense agony, the operations of the men.

The tree was cut down and exposed to public roup. The
anctioneer entered it at hall o merk. The sum was immediately
offered by Gibbie, who looked wistfully round, as if imploring his

" neighbours not to bid against him.

¢ A ghillin mair,”> cried Andrew Garland, with a voice which
shook Gibbie to the soul.

“An’a saxpence abune that,” cried Gibbie, with an expression
of grief.

‘¢ Anither saxpence,” rejoined Andrew.

““An' ane mair to that,”” cried Gibbie, with great perturbation.
¢ Shame ! shame ! to bid against a man wantin his ain.””  And
he groaned deeply, lowering his head to his knees, and lifiing it
again, apparently in great agony.

till the hammer was aboat to full, bade against him, until, by their
alternate additions, the sum bid was twice the value of the eln.
At this stage, Andrew went round tothe clerk and whispered
something in his ear, which produced alook of great curiosity at
Gibbie, whose state of mental agitation was now such that he had
rolled off his seat, and lay on the ground clutching the grass
and groaning bitterly. The bidding went on ; Andrew kept up his
bodes, and Gibbie followed him with groansand imprecations. Five
merks had now been bid, and Andrew’s spirit was not inany degree
subdued. The erowd were filled with amazement—the scene
was in the last degree strange---the attitude of Gibbie, and the
serious countenance of Andrew, the looks of the clerk, and the
whispers of the people, all conspired to lend it an extraordinary
interest. .

The scene continued. The bidding, which had now lasted foran
hour, was in no degree abated, Ten merks—fifieen nierks—twen-
ty merks--thirty merks, were successively attained. The affair had
now assumed a most serious aspect. Some people thought Andrew
mad ; others attributed his conduct to spite against Gibbie ; and
soma thought it was a scheme between Andrew and-the clerk to
rouse the feelings of “the. old miser for the purpose’.of  pro-
ducing umusement. . But everything bore. so serious. an aspect
that the interest still continued to increase. ‘The sufferings, in
the meanfime, of Gibbie, were indescribable, Convulsive shak-
ings took possession of him, and every successive bode produced
a paroxysm ; nature became exhausted ; and having called out
with an unnatural voice ¢ Fifty-one merks !”’ he uttered a scream
and expired.

The crowd collected round the old man, as he lay dead on the
ground. Andrew Garland felt he had preceeded too fur. He

fh:,ld rendered himself guilty of the death of a fellow creature ;

feedin> my ain birds,”’ replied Gibbie, who knew nothing of the
statute,

¢ The shirra may tell vo anither tale,”” said Andrew, as he
went to resume the work he had left for the purpose of his inter-
rogation. ' '

The refercnce made by Andrew to an act of Parliament was

and other plices, shall, by every method in their power, prevent
‘rooks or crows from bigzing their nests thereon ; and, if this

tho young rooks or branchers shall not be suffered to take wing,

Baltane, and from whilk it can be established by good evidence
that the young birds have escaped, shall be forfeited to the
crown, and forthwith cut down and sold by warrant of the sheriff.”’
This strange statute was acted upon, soon after it was passed,
with the greatest vigour ; so much so that even the solitary elm
of Gibbie, which had been proved ¢ habit and repute” an old
 offender, in harbouring the outlawed birds, came nnder its sweep-
ing range. It was-distinctly proved that the nests had been
allowed to be built, and that the young branchers had been allow-
ed 1o take wing—-the two tesis of the contravention of the statute.
Unknown to the proprietor, the stately elm was condemned by
the sheriff, after being sat upon by an inquest ; and, at an carly
hour one morning, Gibbiv heard the axgs of the men of the law
resounding from the trunk of his favourite tree.  Alarmed by
the noise, he ran out half naked, and observed with consternation!
-acrowd of pecple standing round the condemned elm, while two,
.ot three officers, with red necks on their coats, were superintend-,
“ing the work of its destruction. o
- Whature ye aboot, ye men o’ the law 2’ cjaculated the miser,
as he rushed forwards to seize the arm of one of the men engaged

and an explanation was demanded on the spot. Ilc told them
houestly the whole state of the case : that he suspected the tree

ito contain a sum of money—that the clerk had humoured the

excessive bidding to see. what effect it would produce onthe
miser—and that he had had no object to gratify bevond mere
amusement. The people were satisfied, und the tree was searched.
In a hole in the side of the trunk was found a leather bag, con-
taining £300 Scots, The last bode having been given by Gib-
bie, the trec and its pose belonged to his heir ; who afterwards
came forward and claimed the prize. ‘

"Tue PrEAsures oF TRUE RELiGion.—The pleasures
that acerues to a man {rom religion is such that it is in nobody’s
power, but only in his that has it ; so that he that has the property
may be also sure of the perpetuity. And tell me so of any out-
ward enjoyment that man is capable of We are generally
at the mercy of men’srapine, avarice, and violence, whe-
ther we shall be happy or no ; for if I build my felicity upon my
estate or reputation, I am happy as long as the tyrant or the railer
will give me lcave to be so. But when my concernment takes up
no more room or compass than myself, then, so long as I know
where to exist, I know also where to be happy ; for I know I
may be so inmy own breast, in the court of my own conscience;
where, if I can but prevail with myself to be innocent, I need
bribe neither judge nor officer to be pronounced so. The plea-
sure of the religious man is an easy and a pottable pleasure ;
such an onc as he carries about in his bosom, without alarming
either the eye or the cnvy of the world. A man putting all his

:pleasures into this one is like a traveller putting all lis goods into

jone jewel—the value is the same, and the convenience greater.
—.Dr. South.

3n-using the axe. ** What richt hae ye to meddle wi'. my. pro-

Sunpay AmuscmeNTs.—In an old magazine, printed about
-the year 1788, the wriler, speaking of persons whose constant
‘habit it was to resort to the various tea-gmdens near London, on
‘Sunday, calculates them to amount to two hundred thousand.
,Of these, he considers, not one would go away withont having

Vepent half & crown ; and, consequently, the sum of .twenty-five

Andrew, howover, continued to bid ; and Gibbie, after waiting’

thousand pounds would have been spent, during the day, by this
number of persons.  Twenty-five thousand pounds, multiplied by -
the number of Sundays in'a year, gives, as the annual consump-
tion of that day of reét, thie immenseé sum of one x"nillib‘n"ih’%éé
hundred thousand pounds. The writer also takes upon limself
to calculate the returning situation of 'thése. persons, a8 follows-.-
Sober, sixty thousand ; in high glee, ninety thousand j drunkish,
thirty thousand ; staggering tipsy, ten thousand ; muzzy, fifteeen
thousand ; deid-drunk, five thousand ; total, two hundred thous-
and.

NEW PERIODICAL,
Just Issued ,—
THE FIRBT NUI_\IBER OF A PAPER ENTITLED
THE WESLEYAN :

JIIICH is designed to advocate the doctrines etc.. of Wesleyan
Methodism and diffuse interesting and profitable information on
various enbjects. The Wesleyan (each number containing 16 pages im-
perial octavo) is published every other  MONDAY' (evening) by Wil-
liam Cunnabell, at his Office, southend of Bedford Row ; Terms---seven
shillings and six pence per annum ; one half always in advance. Sub-
scribers’ names will be received, i Town, by the Wesleyan Ministers,.
Mr. J. H. Anderson,and by the Printer ; also, in all parts of the Pro-
vinces, by the Wesleyan Ministers and the properly authorized Agents.
‘The general heads under which articles willbe arranged, are,. Bio-
graphy, Divinity,Biblical Illustrations, BiblicalCriticism, Poetry, Lite-
rature;-listory, Science, Missionary Intelligence, Géneral Intelligence,

i Local Intelligence. - The Christian Cabinet, the Wesleyan, The Expo-
.siter, Ladies’-Department, The Youth”s Department, ‘The Child’s

Depurtment, &c. No effort will be spared to render the WESLEYAN

worthy of Public Patronage ; persons intending to subscPibe will please

sendl their names with as little delay as possible. '
Halifux, Feb. 28, 1838.

) REMOVAL. |
LONGARD & HERBERT'S HALIFAX BOOT AND SHOE.
MANUFACTORY. -

HIS ESTABLISHMENT is removed to the Market Square,.
next door to Mr. David Hare’s and opposite Messrs. Black’s:
ard Ware Store.

The Subscribers return thanks for the liberal patronage which they
have experienced, in their attempt at furnishing a good home manufuc~
tured ariicle ;—they now solicit a continuance of public rupport at their
New Stand, wlere they will endeavour to produce a cash article at
the lowest rateand of superior quality. '

LONGARD & HERBERT.

N. B. The Subscribers are unconnected with the Shoe Muking
business now conductéd in their old stand. e L ) H ;
. o i . & -

HERBERT'S BLACKING MANUFACTORY

Is also re'mO\'éd,as‘nbbj'é : and to ir“iducé;pa,tr,on:agg';ip:‘npmg_i;livon
importation, the'cost will be luwered about 20 per cent on: former’p

‘March 2, 8m.

ot PRIVATE SALE. . . .
FRVHE Dwelling occupjed by Mr, !

‘Hovse' and Shap, ‘ at present !

Store near St. Paul’s Church. - Possession may be had 1st May, 1838.
For particulars apply by letter, post paid, to the Proprietor, D. D..
Stewart, Esq. Newport, or to B. Murdoch, Esq, at his Ofiice, next.
door to the premises. February 2.

LAND FOR SALE.

IIE Subscriber offers for sale at Tangier Harbour, about
40 miles Eastward of Halifax, 6666 acres of LAND, part

of which is under cultivation. It will be sold altogether or
in Lots to suit purchasers, and possession will be given in' the
spring. A River runsthrough the premises noted as the best in
this Province for the Gaspereau fishery. A plan of the same can
be seen at the subseriber’s. '

Ile also cantions any person or persons from cutting Wood:
or otherwise trespassing on the above mentioned Premises, as.
he will prosecute any such to the utmost rigour of the Law.
ROBERT H. SKIMMINGS.
Halifux, Dec. 23, 1837, ’

A SERMON.

N

In the Press, and to be published, in the course of next month

SERMON, entitled *“THE JUDGMEN'T SEAT OF CHRIST"”
:Preached in The Wesleyan' Chapel at. Guysboro,” on Suuday,.
January 7 1838.  BY ROBERT COONEY. .

ATNA INSURANCE COMPANY.
OF HARTFORD CON.

FRHIS COMPANY having determined to renew itsbnsiness in Hali--
fax;has nppointed the Subscriber its Agent, by Fower of Attoruey,,
duly executed for that purpose.

From the well known liberality and punctuality which the Cempany
has invariably displayed in the settlement and payment of all losses sub-
mitted to it, and from the present moderate rates of premium, the Sub-.
scriber is induced to hope it will receive that fair share of - the business off
this Community which it before enjoyed, ' ‘

By application to the Subscriber, at hisoffice, the rates of premium:
canle ascertained, and any further information that may be required
will cheerfully be given. CHARLES YOUNG.

Halifax, Jan. 20,1838, ° N ‘ h

, THE HALIFAX PEARL,

- Will be published every Fridey evening, at the printing ofiice of Wm.,
Cunnabell, opposite the South end of Bedford Row, on good paper and type..
Each number will contain eight large quarto pages’—'—ma.ki_ng at theend of
the year a handsome volume of four iundred and sixteen pages, exclusive of"
the title-page and index. T t e L L

Tervs: Fifteen shillings per annum, payeble in all cases in advance, ob.:
seventeel shillings and six-pence at the expiration of six months. No sub-
scription will be taken for a less term , than six months, . and no discontinu-
ence permitted but at a regular period of ‘Six months from the date of sub-
scription, except at the option of the publisher. - . - . .

Postmasters and other agents obtnining subscribers and forwarding the
money in advance, will be entitled-to. ieceive one copy for.every six names.-

All letters and. communications must be post-paid to insure att'enda.ncgs

Address Thomas Teylor, Editor, Pesr] Office, Halifax N. 8."

" A. McAgy, in Barrington Street, next door: to Mr A. Reid’s: -



