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and worshipped and as ho had heen taught to
do when being trained and prepared for his
mission. You may accept this, therefore, as a
sound principle of criticism tri guide you hore,
that St. Patrick, living iun the fifth century,
naturally was ecolosiastically in touch with the
Churchmen of his own Lime and bolieved and
worshi pped as Christians in the fifth century
did. hat the curront tone of' faith and ritual
of that period was,is a matter of Church history,
and can bc ascertained with little difficulty
from the ecclesiastical Jitoraturo of the time.

Accepting the date of St. Patrick's mission to
Iroland generally given a 432, il is suggestive
to bear m mind that the Goneratl Couincil of
Ephesus assembled in the yoar 431, and that
onl y some months before its session the colobrat-
cd St. Augustine, who had bcon honiourod with
a special invitation to it by nam, had died. lie
voluminous literary remains of this groat Faltlir
alono throw abundant light on the ecclesiastical
life aird-lboliei' of the eriod prevalent through-
ont the Latin Chrchre r.

Lookiig into the ' Coînfossioi ofSt. Patrick,"
we find hiimî descri binrg hiinself ils the son of
CIlI porn iusmc, a dCaîcoir, the son of th lata Potitis,
a presbytor. In the epistlo to Coroticris lia
says, " I, Patrickc, IL sinior and unliearied, ldo-
claro hat I was miado a Bishiop in I reland."
Aggain iii tho " Cifossini " (Sec. 22) ho refers
to visitilig " hos diistniit li parte hoyold which
thoro woro no ilnhabitanmts,and vhiro nio onie had
over corno to baptize or ordain clergymen or
confirm the peola." ILe spakis i the sain
section oI Iow '"the Lord ordaiired clargy by
my weak ininist-y." This testmony is surlici.
ontly clor and distict as to tie existenca of
the threo ordors of clergy, and Lo thr ahinista-
tion of tho Sacraent of' Biaptismii. ILet ris ask,
does St. Patrick speak of colebratimng the lioly
Communion ? So fir a I arn awa r-î-brut i
sîpeoak m iuder correction--- lie dos not :-at ther is
anm impliiortanrt imt iroct roftreirca to iut i in thIis way.
lie speaiks in the 21set Section of " roligiois
womn 0 who, of thoir own iccori, usel to bes tow
gifts mupomn m>e, anldm to place their orînomnents on
ho' ArAîa,' but I returned thmin tn ro tiihemn."

.Now tIl is ii i nst icaio of the flly of irifor-ing
thmat ovarythiig ihicl St. Patrick does irot
speciall mention was rOt blivotL or obse-ved
by him, iai thairt his teaiching is to ho exclusive-
ly collected fromt vhlit ie partoiuarisas in lis
writinigs. 1h1 argument would prove a grat
deal too mnch, Ii in addit ion to this absoicu oi
diroct i-foi-roi(o to iloly onni n m ion-the con.
tral aet of Christiain worship, which ir assimrod-
ly dRi not oint an id ignoro--his var-sion of the
Creed ommits any mentiion ofth Blossed Virgii
MNiry, of the descuit iito hell, of tei Holy
Catholic Chui-ch, and the L'surroctionfI the
liody. And on the othr hinli i, thoro are
passages in) his wrmitiings which dIo iit rat au li .
cord with the theory of ia vagu popular l'rot-
ostanmtismîi.
. Another point of' the tirst importane to b
inquirod mito, and, if possible, clearod up and
deotermiîned, is ivhat forn of Liturgy was used
by St. PaItrick ? As many are aware. the terni
• Litrg-y' mans, specially and primarily, the

form of servico for the Colobration of the Holy
Communion, though in a goerial seise it is
takon to inicludo ail our forms of public worslhip.
But strictl3 tho Liturgy iwas the Communion
Service alono and in that sHoneo i now tako il.
' i publi Liturgy or Service of tho Churchr,'

says Archbishop Usshrer, 'ias of old nanied the
Mlass, and thorofore in Adamauuius we suo that
Sacra Eucharisticral àlinissoria and Missarui
Soleuîmnia, the sacred iniiistry of the Kucbarist
and the solomnitios of the Mass ara takon for
the same thing.' Lot me ioro also romiind you
thatt in the firet Prayor Book of Edward VI.,
this olico was outitled, the' Supper of tho Lord
and the Ioly Communion, commonly called the
blass.'

What thon was th Liturgy or Mlissal of St.

Patrick ? This is a test question. The people
who regard St. Patrick as a sort of simple, po-
pular Protestant, and who dwell so much on the
silence of bis writings, may reply there is no
description of this Liturgy in bis romains, nor
any reference to it. As already noticed above,
his incidentai hut significant use of the word
' Altar' is his only reference to this most im-
portant subject, and, as already pointed out,
this is a clear proof that we cannot take St.
Patrick's silence as equivalent to disbelief or
denial of what he does not specify,and that you
cannot thoroforo take and tear him out of the
historical setting of his own time. It is a com.
plete reductio ad absurdun of the popular method
of constructing the creed of St. Patrick, chiefly
from bis silence, to apply it in this instance;
and say-St. Patrick never colobrated the Holy
Communion becauso ho never says that he did.
and if ho had bolieved it to be so important as
many represent it ho could not possibly have
omitted to dwell upon it and refer to it fro-
quantly.

Now look at the matter in this light. If 500
or 1,000 years henco sone antiquary in New
Zoaland werc investigating the question of the
fori of servico used by Bishop Selwyn, the
Apostle of that country, when he converted it
to Christian ity, an<d hai only in his possession
a briel ondino of the Bishop's work, which did
not give all theso details; it he woro a man who

vas aloctod with the nnilady of thought,' as
Carlyla puts it, ie would naturally say-Bishop
Selwyn came liera as a minssionîary from the
Anglican Church iln the ninetoeoith century.
Ilo, of coubrs, brough t witi hirn the Anglican
Book c f Coinnnon Prayer, and used it in his
mnissionary work ; that i.k ok tIeroforo w ili teil
me what he taurgh t andi hiov he taught it. The
application to St. Patrick is easy ; if he came,
say from the Gallican Church in the lifth con.
tury, ie, (I courso, used the Gallican Litirgy.
AIl this is plain sailing.-Jrish Ecclesiastical
Gazette.

~Bintet of l.itba î¢cotia.

RUAilL DElANIRY OV ANNAPOLIS.
Annrapolis Rural Deanory mot in the Parish

of Roundhill on Tuesiay and Wodn esday, 22nd
and 23r-d of M ay.

Proccodiiigs comnmencad vith Evensong in
St. .ihn's church, Moschello. Prayors were
said hy Rav. I. A. larley, Rroctor of Digby,
lst Lossoi, Rav. .1. M. Withycombo, Rector of

Woymnouth ; 2nd Losson, Rev. J. Warner, Roc-
tor of Wilmot. Rev. A. (Galo, Rector of Gran
villa, preachied a good practical sermon from
St. John ix, 4. It is not often that we are on-
couragod by such a large congregation at our
Deanery services as that which filled this pretty
little chapel on this occasion. The rosponses
and singing woro full and hearrty. Here, as
ovorywhore ii this parish, are evidences of
whole souloac loyalty and enthusiasm.

On Wednesday morning Matins and a colo-
bration of the Lord s Suppor were hold in the
Parish church ait Roundhill. The prayors wore
said by the Rev. J. M. Withycombe. The Les-
sons woro rond by Rev. F. P. Greathron and A.
Gale. The Rev. J. Warner proached an oxceed-
ingly practical and earnost discourso from I
Sain. xii, 3, taking for bis subject, " Righteous-
ness a sine qua non of the Christian character."
The preacher mado many telling points, and his
falithfuil exposition of this suggestive text will
not soon be forgotton by his hoarers. The Dean
was colobrant, and was assisted by Rev. H. A.
Halley. A pleasing feature in this service w-as
the presenco of so many mon-a somewhat un.
usual phonomtenon at this Lime of the ycar in a

farning community. A goodly number o
communicants remained to partalke of the Holy
Eucharist.

After the usual hospitalities, which were gen-
erously and pleasingly extended by the Rector
and his good wife, the Chapter proceeded to
business. After the usual preliminaries, there
arose a somewhat informal but interesting dis-
eussion re S.S. Superintendents.

Rev. H. How presented the second report of
the S.S. Committee on the drafting of a consti-
tution for S.S. Association. The report was
discussed clause by clause and finally adopted
in toto. The Constitution of the Annapolis
R.D. S.S. Association therefore stands as fol-
lows:

1. Thar. the R.D. be ex officio President.
2. That the Vico-President be elected by the

delegates.
3. That the Sec.-Treasurer ho elected by the

delogates.
4. That three clergyelected by this Deanery.

and three delegates elected by the delegates, be
L Standing Committee to whom ail matters per-
taining to the welfare of the Association shall
be reforred.

5. That it is advisable to adopt a uniforl
series of lessons throughout the Deanery, 'iz.,
Tho Church SS. Lessons authorized by the
Inter-Diocesan S.S, Committee appointed under
authority of the Synod of the ecclesiastical
Province of Canada.

6. That the Standing Committee prepare an
Exam. papor for an examination on the Lessons
of the three previous months, to ho held during
the first wook in Advent, and that one prizo for
the Deanory be presented to the boy and girl
making the largest average. This Exam. will
be held under the superintendence of the severai
rectors, and the rating of the papers will he in
the hands of an examiner nominated by the
Committc.

7. That there be a membership fee of 25c.
out of which funds the incidentai expensos shall
be met and the above prises obtained.

S. That the secretary of the Standing Com-
mittee have a list of books from the several
pirishes that are available for exchange.

9. That the several clergy urge their S.S.
teachers to pass the examination proposed by
the Church of England S.S. Institute, in order
that they may rnceive the ooveted certificate of
proficiency.

10. Thata prayer for this S.S. Association be
hencoforth used at the opening of ail Sunday
schools.

It was proposcd by Rev. J. M. Withycombo
and seconded by Rev. J. Warner, " That ths
Committoe got copies of the proceedings of tho
S.S. Conmitteo to date printed, and have thom
distributo among those in the various parishes
who may bo interested in the organization of
the proposed Association."

Rev. A. Gale read a paper on " How to in-
crease the efficiency of Sunday Schools." It
proved to bo a succinct, yet exhaustive treat-
mont of the subjectin aIl its aspects, and elicited
warm enoomiums from ail the clergy, wbo felt
that such a paper as Mr. Gale's was well cal-
culated to inspire thom with a deeper realiza-
tion of the importance of the work, and to help
thom to a botter understanding of how the
work might be successfully carried on.

The Chapter expressed a unanimous wish
that the Rev. Dr. Filleul favour the Deanory
with his promised paper on " Baptism" at next
meeting.

Next place of meeting will ho the parish of
Bridgetown. It was deomed of profound im-
portance that every rector exert himself to have
delegates from his parish present at next meet-
ing. Rev. W. B. Bellisa was appointed to presch
at noxt meeting.

This was one of the most satisfactory meet-
ings ever held by this Doanery, especially as so
large a number of the clergy were in attend-
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