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%vas to bc the presiding genius, with carte blanche as to
tuxpenise. Notbing, biowcver, couid tcmpt Plantin frorn the
city of his adoption, and tiîis noble offer wvas aiso declincd.

lZcvcrtinig to our account of the nmuseun, a féw lines must
suffice to notice the valuabie collection -of Sèvres, Chinesc,
and Jap.-nece porcelain. Sonic ycars ago a wvel-known
amateur, distracted by the beauty, of six cupsand saucers in
porcelaine vcrte dce chipic, offcred Mr. Moretus q ,000 francs
for the set, but in vain; and these cups, which 5o. cacb.
would tiot bu>'. stili grace the Plantin Muscuni. The
valuiable cabinets of niedals and the collection of minerais
nust bc oniy iictitionied, for w~c have stili to pass through

V. The l'ritinig-offcs-I n the compasing-rooni, which
ks capitaiiy liited by side windows, stand numerousfrarnes,
the case., stili lîcavy îvitlî thc types cast centuries ago in the
adjoining foundry. The visoriùm, still holds the "copy" in
the position casiest for the workmen ; the coniposing-
sticks witlî the types stili iii theni, thp niatter standing in
thc galicys ready to bc mnade up, the fornis leaning against
the wali ready for press-all serve ta delude the visitor into
tic helief that it is inereiy ",dinner-time." and that soon the
humi of business will s-e-aiiiate the"empty raoms. The
gris-rooni lias the same air of interiuiitted work, although
out of the seventeen presses, which iii 1576 were seen at
%work by De Thou, only five now rrnain. -Two of these
are as old as the sixtecntli century, and ail but ane, which
is îîscd for thc purposes of the rnuseuni administration, are
îînfit for work.

But w~hat have we here iii ail these curiously-carved aid
cabinets, a single anc of whicli wouid miake a Soho dealer.
f-unous ? Shielves upon slhclves of woodcuts, over i 5,000,
iilustratiîîg tiîrce centuries of the engraver's art. Ali sizes
of floriatcd initiais," 1biooming capitais" as the Dutch cailed
thein ; an infinity of head and tail-pieces, vignettes, printer's
marks, and what the French style cuils d& laimpes. One


