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views, but the facts seoi to be inseparable
from tinies ofgreat commercial depression,
many people having no alternative but ta
fail and pass the remainder of their lives
with the stigma of the insolvent resting
ipon them. The inan whose well insured
promises and stock burn down these times
is considered hicky, and his good fortune
iii one of the greatest incentives ta others
similarly placed. It sets ite man wio was
on the verge of bankruptcy on his feet,
and able ta look bis creditors again
boldly in the face, We do not mean that
except in rare instances, people, deliber-
ately set fire ta titeir premisese but ie do
think greater cae mnight have been taken
in many cases by individuals in staying the
course of sucih extensive conflagrations.
The.general affect of such holocausts is ta
retard the recovery of a bealthy condition
of trade, as it is mnerely taking, out of ee
pocket and putting into another, in tiis
respect being quite diffe1:ent from bank-
ruptcy, in which no wealthlias beei abso-
lutely destroyed, somebody must have
profited, the consumer if not the dealer
and manufacturer ; while in a conflagra-
tion nothing is left but the ashes and the
ground they cover. The proper remedy
for this state of affairs is au. efficient fire
department with responsible intelligent
mon et the head, and no situation filled
because of favoritism or interest. insur-
ance companies should take mans of
compelling such a course an pain. of wlith-
drawal altogether. These have also la
instruct local agents in te judicious
mpreading of risks and the avoidinsg of
over-insurance, as the mortgagee avoids
too bigh a loan upon property.

It seems that the spread of the St.
Johns fire was due mainly ta the fact that
at the time it broke out (supposed ta
have been caused by tromps smoking on
tho dry lumber at Bosquet's inill) the
Iman in charge of the mater woïks engine
bad taken the pressure off for the purpose
of cleaning .the boilers ; whichi he was
accustomed ta do on Sunday mornings
while the people were at church, and
wrater for domestic purposes not sa much
required. It was while this operation
vas going on tiat the fire broke out, and

before steain could be got up again the
fire had spread considerably and caussed
leakages by the melting of Vhe taps and
supply pipes leading ta the burning pre-
mises. The engineer is properly held to
blame for I blow ing off" et a itune whein a
strong iwind prevailed and a spark
likely to spread muto a conflagration. It
is a fortunate matter for most of Vte
leading merchants tiatliberai insurances,
were, held on thei premises and stocks,
and we uhwe little doubt that i a short

tine the enterprising littie town ivill be
as- flourishing as ever, and satisfy the in-
surance peopie vho suffered se severely
tiat they ivill inake amnends hy doing
thseir ttinost to msake all future risks
more profitable Vo tie companies. To
those unfortunate pentny-wi-se and pountd-
foolish people w-ho did net believe in tie
niecessity for insirance, it will be a lessoi
which tli.ey viIl likely profit by in the
future. lHave MontralTorontehamilton
and liutidreds of otier places in, the
Domiiion no lessons to gleami fron tbese
conagrations ? lie people of Monitreial
iave put an end ta wooden hiouses, but
witiin the limits and in the very ieart of
the city we have the isaterials oi hun-
dreds of woodens itructures in the shape
of litubes yards and in close proxiinity ta
valuable and costiy btildings whose exist-
ence is coitinually endangered thoreby;
and Iuliess the people see ta it in time,
they will wake up saie nigit ta find
these gigaistic piles of kiniling wood linve
started a confiagration whicht will tax all
the powers of our efficient fire brigade ta
combat. Lt us.be warned in timsie, and
conpel the remnoval ta saine less populous
localiity of such dangerous neighbors.

A KEiCESRAJIY CORRIJECTION.
A newspaper of standing is gonerally

supposed ta be discreet in, its treatmnent
of question1s affecting the interests of the
commntunity to which it particutlarly be-
longs ; pure justice:Of course must be ad-
mninistered wheiin a difference of opinion
demands a solution, but it is hardly necess.
ary that a voluntary utterance should be
madle on a matter affecting national pros-
perity without kowiledge of the priemises-
What we hlave said is meant ta precede
an expression of regret at seeing saine
editorial comments recklessly inserted in
the iiitess respecting the dangers of
navigation in the GuIf of St. Lawrence.
The W1jines is not altogether the first ta
have gene out of its way to cast discredit
on our national rotite ta ¯Europe, but the
mlistakes o others should be a warining
iot an example to be folloved by a jour.
nu tsually carefutio comnmercialinterests.
Before proceeding further iwe quote the
remarks wiîicli are se decidedly blaie.
able:

t The dangers of golf navigation at titis
season of the vear aie eIll illustrated in the
case of dite 1safrdititînti,' i sce, eatwititstatîid-
ing is iîorotgitly reliahie captain, caoe io
collision witi ian iceberg in the fog a few days

ga. It is such occurreices whls e n
Selramîce on5 vesseis fer the St, i.awrence et
certain periods ta beso iigh tiat it is gene-
rally mare profhiable to import very expenive
cargoes, suci as tiose of wool andten, via
New York or Bostoi, even wien bought in
places of growth by Canadian merchants."

Now it s renerkable fact that few

steamship disasters have occurred in the
Gulf of St. lawe-nce or in that part of
the passage where Ocean stean routes
diverge toward the gulf systein of naviga.
tion all Atlantic steaners follow- aise of
soine laies across the ecean, and although
Vity are kept fairl-y soparate by a cominon
unsderstantding, se as to avoid collisions, It
is a well-kiovns fact tiat wvestwardi-boiunsd
steaners are obliged by Vite laiws o circie.
sailing (that is, taking the shortest route
over a spherical surface) as wvell as by
convenience of striking the aretic cutrrent
rîînîninsg soiti, and avoidinsg the Gulf,
streamn rusnnintg iorthieast, ta Colie verv
near Capo Race. As this part of the octan
is converted bv tie conflict of tie twvo
curren ts into a sort of eldly the presence
of icebergs and the grealt ice fields viici
formred their anchorage in the bays
whience they originally floatedl, is a coni
stant phenomsenon of ivhat is summssîster elire
bt the apening of spring further north.
Tîteretfore i-wlien we hear that a siii has
struck e berg in a fog or ias been beset
in ice at tiis point w-e should undstîerstanid
that ise misfortune is connmon in its
chance to ail vessels sailing froni thte
British rIslands ta this continlent, and that
the St. Lawrence roite is no more respon-
sible for such dissasters than the entrance
to the Bay of Nei York or Boston iar.
bour.

It is timne that irresponsible jourialists
should cease ta air tieir crude opinions
ais suchl a subiject; te trte hsistormy f any
possible increase of insurance for Our
route would be, that penctr-ating further
into the heart of the continent, and so
ivithout transhipinent reaching msiore
readily great cent-es of distribution, we
inust perforce incrense te insurance
charges; practically it is equivilent ta a
delivery at a point between Aibany and
Buffalo, and the applicant for insuranee
via .Nev York wu-ousld finîd his charges cor-
respond. But as regards insurance-rates
the l Witness ias shot very widlte of the
mark ; the truth is thîat a uniforn rate
v'ia the St. Laivrence, as loiw as the lowest
rates to Atlantic ports, cau always he
effected ons the alter side and guaranteed
by the awners of Canadian vessels. This
is the best practical proof of the safety of
the St. lawisenca route, and, as a matter
ai comparison Of safety, w'e nay say tiat
the Srdhiian, under the active, watch-
ful guard of lier captain, running et slow
speed in. a fog, had hme- angines reversed
witLhin a mile of the danger, and wien the
inevitable collision occurred merely ini-
jured a plate, sa that a mass of over 10,-
000 tons in motion, meeting in the berg a
measureless opposing force, received an
iijury trivial and easily repaired. On: the


