%8 - On 'the Hiflory of the-Ancient Pérfians,
cy by his maternal grandfather in coniequence of porientous dreams
of invented’} héild each have been favéd by the remorie of his deft
miirdeter, and fhiould each, "after a fimilar eduration among herdfmen 2

* fon of a herdfman, have found means to revifit his paternal Kingdom,:
having ‘délivered it; after a long and triumphant war, from.the i)'mnt,
Had invaded it, fhould have reftored it to the fummit 'of power and?n,lagni-
ficences  Whether fo romantick a ftory, which is the fubje& of an E};ick‘
Poém, ds majeftick and ‘entire as the Thiad, be hiftorically true, we may feel
perhaps an inclination to doubt; but it cannot with reafon be denied, that .
the outliné of it related to a finglé Hero, whom thic Afiaticks,: converfing
with the father of European hiftory, defcribed according tg their popula?':
traditions by his trac name, ‘which ‘the Greek alphabet-could not expréfs: «
noér will'a différence of names-2ftef the queftion; fince the Greeks had little :
xegard for truth, which they facrificed Willingly to the Graces of ‘their Lin- .
guage, ard the nicety of their ears; and; 1f'they could render foreign words
melodicus, théy weie never folicitous to make them exaét; hencethey pro- .
bably formed Camsyses from Ca’NBAKHsH, or Granting defires, a title .
rather than a name, and Xerxes from Sui’ru’yvi, a Prince and warriour .
in the Shdhndmeh; or-from Suir’rsua’it, which might alfo have been a
title ; for the ‘Afeatick Princes - have conflantly allumed new titles or epi- .
thiets at different periods of their lives, or on different'occafions; a cuftom,
which we havé {cen prevalent in our own times both in [ran and Hinduf-
tdn, and.which' has'been afource of gréat confufion even in the {criptural

-accounts of Babylonian occurrences: both Greeks and Fews have in falt-
accommodated Perfian names to their own articulation ; and both feem to -
have difregarded the native literature of Iram, without which they could at
mott attain 2 general imperfeét knowledge of the country. "Astothe Perfians
them{etves, who werc contemporary with the Fews and Greeks; they muft
mult'have been acquainted with the hiftory of their owsi times,and with the
traditional accounts of paft ages; but-for 4 reafon, which will prefentlyap- -
pear, they chofe 1o contider Cavu’skkrs as the founder of their empire;
and; in the numerous deftra&ions, which followed the overthrow of Da'-
ra’, efpeeially in the.great revolution on the defeat fo Yezpecirp; their,
civil hiftories were loft, as thofe of fndia have unhappily been, from the
folicitude of the prielts, the only repofitaries of their learning, to preferve
their beoks of law and religion at the éxpénce of all others: heénce it has
happened,. that nothing remains of genuine Perfian hiftory before the dy-
nefty Sa’sa's;except a few ruftick traditions and fables, which furnifhed
materials for the Shahndmak, and which are ftill fuppolfed to ‘exift in the
Pahlavi language. The annals of the Pifhdddé, or Affyrian race, muft be -
contidéred as dark and fabulous: and -thofe of the Caydni family, or the
' Medes and Perfians, as heroick and poetical; though the'lunar ecliples,”

{4id to be mentioned by Proremy, fix the time of GusuTAsp; the prince,i
by whom Zera’rusut.was protefted: of the Parthian kings defcended
from Arsuac or ARsaces, we'know little mere than the ‘names; but the:
Séfdnd’s had fo long an intercourfe with the Emperors of Rome and Byzan-

. tiwm, that the period.of their dominion: may be called ‘an hiftorical age:
In attempting to afcertzin the beginning of the Affyrian empire, we are de-
hided, as ina thoufand inftances; by names arbitrarily impofed:- 1t had:

-been fettled by chronologers, that the firft monarchy ‘eltablifhied i V'PET,f’;?
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