
y On'ile Hißlory of thedi- Adrftans;
cy by his niaternal grandfather in coniequence of portentous dreams, reai
o invented' fh6ild cach have béen faved by the re'morfe of his -deffined
miird'ever, arid fh'uld. each, after a fimilar educationi among herdfmen as the
fon od a he-rdfrnfn, have foaind means to revifit his paternal kingdoin,. and
harin ' délivered it; after a long and triumphant war, from-the'. tyrant, who.
had ýinvaded ii, fhouid have reftored it to the fummit-'of power and magni..
.6cence Whether fo romantick a aory, which is the fubje& of an Epick
Poem, as majeftick'a'nd èntire as the Uiad, be hinorically trùe, wc may feel
pèrhaps an ic'iiitati'tô doubt; but it cannot with reafon be denied, that
the outliné of'it relàted to a finglél Hera,. wham the Afra'ticks, converfiig,
'with the father' of furýpean hiftory,' deferibed accordmg toi their popular-
traditions by his trie naine, 'vhich thè Greek alphabet could not expréfs:
inôr Vill'a difference of 'names-affe&the quëffion; fince the Greeks had little
regard foi tiûth, which4theyjarrißced svillingly to the Graces of their hu1-
guage, anda the nicety aftheii- ears; and, if they cculd render foreign words
nel'odi;us, they re ièver folicitous t'a make them exaa; hence-they pro-.

bably for m ed, CM SEh àfrOM CA kBAkHsH, or Granting dejires, a titie
raLhér than a naine, and X E R X Es- frm SiI 'iR U Yi, a Prince and. warriour
in the Shkehninhi b'r-froaìn SIH-I'RSHA'i, which might alfo have been a
tiUe; fo- the Afiâti'ck Piin'ces have 'onftantly alfumed new titles or epi-
thets at differnet >periodsof their lives, or on different'occafions; a cutom
Which we hav .fee prevalent in our own times both in Iràn and Hinaufs
*tin, and.which' hasbeén a ·fourcé of gréat confufion even in the fcriptural
accounts of Ba-bylonian occurrences: both Greeks and jews have in fa&'.
accommodated Perf ain names to their orn articulation ; and both fecm to
have difregarded thè *native literature of lran, without which théy could at
inoft attan a ene-àl imperfea knowledge of the country. As to the Perfans
themfelves, whd'èrecohtemporaryiwith the jews anlGreeks, they imuf
nifhave been a'cquainted with thehiRory oftheir owi times,and with the
traditional ac:ounts of paif ages; butfoi a reafan, which will prefentlyap-
pear, they chofe 'to conlider CAYU E R S as the founder of thei- empire;
and in the'iiutnèrous deflra&ions, which followed the överthrowof DA'-
RAI , e'fpecially in the.great revolution on the defeat fo Y E Z D E G i R D, their
civil 'hiftories wée loft, as thofe of India have unhappily been, from the
folicitude of thé priéfts the only repofitaries of their learriing, to preferve-
their books of law and religißn at the expence of all other: hnce it has-
ha'ppne'd, thit nothing remains of-genuine Perfian hiftory before the dy"
nýjy SAsa'N1 e&cept à few ruftick traditions: and fadles, which furnifhed
materials for the Shàhnàmah, and which are Rill fuþpofed to exift in the
Pailavî language. The annals of the Piqdadi, or Affyrian race, inuif be
con{idéred as dark and'fabulous; and "thofe of th'e Cayéni famiiy, or the
.Medes and Perfans, as heroick and poetical; though thelunar ecliples,
faid to be nention'ed by PT1mY, fix'the.time of GUSHTAsP, 'the prince,;
by whom ZERA iTUSHT.was prote&ed:. of the Parthian kings defcended
firm ARSE-AC or AisAC Es, weknow little more 'than 'the namnes; but thc
S'ájáinz's hadfo lon-g an interýoùrle with the Emperors-of Rvime and By zan-
tiam, that the period.of their dominior may be called an hiforical age.
In attempting to afcertain the beginning of the Afyrian empire, we are de-
lIded, as in a thoufand inflances, by names arbitrarily impofed: it had
bêenfettled by chronologers' that:the firit monaichy enablifhed in Perf2&ý


