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RECIPROCITY AND MANUFACTURES

It 15 bad policy to strive to halitile the mesting of
manufacturers which took place lasy weel: in Hamilton.:
The numerical swe of the zL-u'iembl_v is a minor considera.-
non. 1ts represeutitive ch¥rmetor 1s what we must look -
at 1t is not necessrry 10 repgard it as an expression of
the opinion of all the manufacturers of the Dominion,.
nut quite suflicient, for all practical purposes, that it em
bodiex the views of an important section of the manufaq
surers of the Dominion. Az such, the meeting was highly
anportant,  ‘The mon who attended it hold large and
variod interests in the country and are quite competont
1o discuss these in all their bearings, That they, after a’
full debate, marrad by ro partizan feeling, should have
condemned the proposed Reriprocity Treaty, asat present
draftedd, 12 A fact which eanuot be overlooked und which
no amount of partisan newspaper criticism can counter.
art. If Mr. Brown imagines that he ean, by a stroke of his
ren, force his free-trade ideas upon the people of Canada,:
as he has endeavoured 1o do in the Treaty, be will - find
himself mistaken. On the other hand, if certain manu-
facturers hope to use their opposition to the Treaty, so
far ac to have their theoricg of Prohibition enforced, they
will likewisa snoon discover their error. Moderata protec--
tion is the golden mean which the necessities of the coun-
try require and which the voice of the people will ins'ist,,
upon having. That is the conditic sinc qua non of the
progress-of’ a young nation such as ours. That i cspec!
ally essential in the case of Canada, placad by ils googr&
phiecal position in the neighbourhood ot'a great overshadow-
ing country. Mainly because the proposed Treaty eli-
minates this condition, it cannot be acceptable to the
manufacturers of the Dominion. A paper of this city
wakes light of the Hamilton meeting by saying that
the Treaty will pass in spite of it, because it is favourable
to the two major interests of the country—the agricultn-
ral and the lumbering. That is one of these sweeping
generalizations which are often accepted without being:
proved, It is by no means a clear casa that the agricul:
turists of Canada unanimously desire reciprocity and it l
s well known that the lumber trade will Hourish, as it has’:
flourished, whether the Treaty be enforced or not. Thus -
these the advantages to these two interests cannot be
taken nz  off'set to allegyed disadvantages likely
to acerne to the other interest sfof the Dominion through
the Treaty.. We trust that the good exampls set by the
Dominion Board of Trade at St. John, the Hamilton Board
of Trade and the manufacturers meeting aL'lIamilwn;’ in_
banishing politics from the consideration of the Treaty,::
will continue to be imiiated, and that the opposite
axample set by papers, of both the leading parties, willbe
carefully eschewad. Otherwise, we make this prediction
and publish it as a warning. [If the proposed Reciprocity
Trenty boe made n party question, it will bio carried through .
Parlinment, by the (Governmenti majority, without nsingle .
change or modifieation. . :

We have reason to know that meither Mr. Brown nogy
the Government is disposed to alter a single clause in the
Treaty. - ‘The ouly hope is that they will be found to do " |
80 by the absolute pressure of public opinion as expressed |
in the views of the most responsible classes, utterly irres. - |
pective of party. Altor all, the mensure is one with which'
as such, politicians have nothing whatever to do, and from
which they ought L 0 be made to keep nloof. We repeat’
that it would be & thousand pities if they wore allowed to
use it for their own personal and seltish ends, perfoctly =
regardless of the groater good of the greater number,
_Another possible source of comfort is that the United "
States. Congress may make modificsitions in tho Draft,
f.hus settiug an oxample which may shame our public men_ .-
into imitation.: s ' '
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