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sociations in Ontatio and  Jsewlicre, read
letters which had been received from the
president (Mr. Gebbardl) and secratarny
{Mr. Pepper) of the Ontarto Retail Piug
gists’ Assuciation describing the condition
of affairs in that Province, and the
methods employed te try and overcome
the “cutting ” evil.  Capies of their con
stitution and by laws were also submitted.
After some infurmal discussion and 1e
marks by different members, Mr. Willium
Hawker moved that these replies and
documents be placed on file, and the
thanks of the society extended to these
gentlemen and to the commitice.  This
motion was seconded by Mr, W, H. Clark,
and carried.  Mr. Clark, in seconding the
motion, called attention to recent prosecu
tions in Montreal, and decision preventing
sale of Patent Medicines except by regis
tered persons, and asked if similar legis
lation could be obtained in New Bruns
wick. The general opinion of the mem
bers was that it would be impracticable
except in cities, Election of council
members was next in order, and twenyy
two names were placed in nomiration,
and Messrs. R. W, McCarty and 1. C.
Donald being appointed scrutineers, a
ballot was taken, and the committee re
poried that the following wwelve gentle
men had received a majonty of the votes,
and would form the council of the suciety
for the ensuing vear :—

Messrs. Struan Roberison, E. Clinton
Brown, M. V. Paddock, R. E. Coupe,
H. J. Dick, J. D. B. I, Mackenzie, J. M.
Wiley, Chas. F. Wade, C. H. Fairweather,
W. H. Clark, I A. Crocketr, W. H.
Mowatt.

‘I'here were calls now for a speech, and
the retiring president delivered the fol
lowing address :—

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS,

Gentlemen, members of the Pharmacentical
Society of Newe Brunsicick.

Another year has passed away, and
again we meet for the transacuon of
such business as may come before us as
members of tnis soctety.  The past year
has been quite an uneventful one.  \cry
few changes of any note have taken place,
we have had no htigation on band and no
prosecutions for violauon of Pharmacy
Act.  We have had svine necessary legis-
lation, the princpal part of which has
been the exempuon of druggists from
jury duty, which 1 think 1s a very
portant provision, and I trust will com-
mend tselfl to your approval.

Itis a matter of regret that there s so
hitle interest taken i the annual wmecting
of this socicty outside the Cuty of St
John. Ifat were not for the inicrest aken
i the society by the drugasts of tis ey
our association would almost cease to
exst, and as an outsider, T desice 10 ex-
press my obligation to the gentlumen who
have 50 well carnied out ihe business of
the sociely at a vonsiderabie sacnfice of
therr ume.  For myseif, althuugh unabie
to be presenmt at many mectings of the
councily, I have alnays feit that m the

hands of the membiers of the coundil in
St. John the interests of the suuiety were
perfectly safe.

When we consider the guestion from
mercly 4 business standpuint, it seems to
me that, in our own personal interest, there
should be a large attendance at vur an
nual meetings.

For myself, T always look forward to
thus time with the greatest pleasure, and
would regret very much should any en
gagement prevent me frow being present,
as the (riendships 1 have formed and the
pleasant days 1 have spent at these
meetings are among my happiest recol
lections.  In this connection might 1
quote from an article which appeared
in one of the journals luely—it says :
“ Think twice before you make up your
mind that you cannot afford the outlay
of time or money required to attend sume
gathering of representative pharmacists
this summer.  The expense does not
signify a useless luxury by any means, it
partakes more of the return of an invest-
ment, and the profit resides in the im-
proved health, the added vigor, the new
ideas derived from contact with our col-
leagues, the schemes which one picks up
in conversation, the hints which men can
not fail to let fall when they talk about
their business. A merchant must keep up
with the times, he must replenish his
stock of ideas periodically, and nothing
affords a better chance of renewing our
r¢sources than the annual convention.

We hve but once, and we are a long
time dead, what folly 10 be so absorbed
in business as to find our bestdays gone
before we have fairly begun to enjoy them !
All classes of men are the better for an
occasional bit of recreation, and no class
can less afford to dispense with the an-
nual change than that comprising the
hard-working druggists of the land. No
evenings and often no Sundays —let us
at least cling to our annual outing, and
make the most of it.” In this comnec-
tion, I would address the younger mem-
bers of our society Theirs is the greater
interest, they are just siepping into the
work, and by taking a lively interest in
the socicety, they will, 1T think, find it
pleasing and profitable. T hope that ar
rangements will bhe made at this meeting
for papers to be read a1 our next annual
meetng by some of the members of our
socicly.

The reparts of the various aflicers
shows that our society is in a flourishing
condition financially.

In conclusion, allow me to thank you
for having clected me to the office of
president, and 1 trust that our mecting
together at tins time will be in the best in
terests of the society and also pleasant
and profitabile incividuaily

J M Wuary,
President

When the applause had subsided, a
vote of thanks was moved to the president
fur tus very msttuctive and inspining ad-
dress, and 1t was ordered to be entered
on the nunutes.

Me. W, H. Clark, of St. Stephen, was
called upon to read his paper, the tile of
which he announced to be *Why? "

WHY?

Outside  of words represenung  the
names of God and kindred wouds there 1s
no word in the English language that
means so much as the word why. We
all know, espeaally those of us who are
fathers, that almost the first intethgent
question which the chuld asks 15 **why.”
Why 15 this done? Why 1s that other
thing used?  Why do we like one thing
better than another 2 “The whys are end-
less, and it is a good sign in the child.
‘The questions should not be repressed,
but answered as far as possible, because
it shows that the chuld 1s waking up toits
surroundings and wants to find out the
reason for thangs.  Whyam 1 here ? Why
are all these things around me? \What
connection have they with me?

If the spint of inquiry only stays with
the boy and the man, then we will have
a Newton, or a Galleo, or an Edison, or
a Pasteur, and the law of gravitation is
discovered, or a correct system of astron.
omy, or our wonderful development of
electricity, or the vast strides m medical
knowledge; if 1t were not for the ones who
ask why? of their fellows and of nature,
we would be a set of barbarians.

There is no branch of knowledge or
practical scienee in which the word why
has been used miore cfiectually than in
medicine, pharmacy, and chemistry, that
is in our profession.  Among the Chinese,
where they do not ask why, their idea of
medicine is to get the vilest possible dose
down the throat of the patient. “Their
idea of pharmacy, getung together a
hundred  ingredients, and the wmore
pounds weight at a dose the better. "Their
idea of chemistry, nothing.  And much of
therr other knowledge is on a par with the
the foregoing.

Contrast it with the advances in all
these branches by those who do ask why
n chenustry.  What wonderful strides,
resulting, not only in a better dea of
natural objects, but v benefit 10 man-
kind.

I might wnite a long paper about the
results i different directions of asking
why, but at present 1 will confine mysclf
to ourselves as pracucal drugaists and
caterers to the public wants,

The first why s the child's. Why am
I here? 1 must have been placed in thus
world for some purpose.  What st ? A
very large number of men say pracucally,
if not m words, T am here t0 spend my
ume in my own pleasure, enjoy all 1 can
of this life, and then lie down and die.
What an inglorious ambition! Others
say practically, I am here to make money,
the more the better, the fact that 1
cannot take a cent of 1t with me when 1
leave here s notinng.  Let me accumu-
late a good lot of money, and hife’'s work
s accomplished.  Now I am not gong 1o
say that money-making 1s a bad thig,
To make money is good ; first, because



