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\ MODERN BIBLICAL HYPER-ORI-
TIVISM,

DY REV, JOHN GRAY, M.A., ORILLIA.
No. IV.
The history of the Clinrch has frequently

this strain, * Thus it Is not Ineonesivable

a8 the dreawy and the vagus,and the c'enr !

Py e ogpeie g

that Temah walked nubed, that Saul pre

that tho sonsaal passage In chapter vii. and orystalline grasp of divina truth peoul- phesicd naked, and ¢hat Potor was naked

whioh if genunine oan only be an interlude of
some unoxplainod kind, is nothing more than
the insertion of an oarly roader, @ propos of
the mention of the dance of Mahanaim,”
What unsophistionted reader of these re,
marks, would bat conolade that the Song
of Songs is so full of errors and interpola-
tions ae to be auroliablo, And this nasst

givon rise to this axiem, that half traths | thing process depends, not on nuy resl basis

are moro dangerous 1an positive orrora.

of fact, or critieal digcovery, but on the

liar to enoh.

in tho ship. Intheso eud kindred cases the

A travollor relatos that suee when & word auke d, simply means stripped, or not

train of cars was passing throu b a west-
ern Amorioan plain, & hugo boffalo, with
chiaractoristio fury attacked the marvellous
monster. For a moment the train was al-
most stopped as it enconntered tho onset of
tlie beast, but withoutan eff.rt pushing {o
the ono sido the muavgled remaing of the
crushed animsl, it pursued ils speedy

in fall drers, In timo this eurment grew
to be both larger and longer, hanging moro
Ivarely ronnd tha hody, resohing as law as
tho ankles and frequently fringad at the
bottom ; henos for either walkng or work-
ing the girdle becamo » necossity not only
for binding it olose vo the body, but alro
for tucking up the skirts, thereby lenving

| The only view of our blossed Lord that  gonjeotures and high-toned dlscornment, | cotxsn aoross the plain. And tho Diblo | il feot free. Busides girding up tho loins
B satisfactorily explains all the fasts revealod | throngh an inward oritieal taste, of the k bo:wmo nlong tho path matked cut for it Ly
8 rcepecting Him in the Biblo, is that which | loarnod Aberdeen Professor.

B presents Him as one person with two dig-
L {inct natures, the divine and human,

The Unitarian, adopting tho half-truth
of his humanity, and ignoring the comple-
ment of this balf-truth, His perfeot divinily,
has elaborated a system of dootrine, which
sedwiorth the faots and teachings of the

B WorX in a painfully imperfest, and one-
sided manner.

And, though in & somewhat different
manner from our Lord, ths Holy Sorip-
{uren poseess A human, and a divine char-
aoter,

But many German rationalists, with their
Englich-apeaking sorvile imitators, treat the
Bible with hold irreverence, as if it wers
solely human jn its clsims and feachings.
Ovsrlooking the divine glory that over.
shadows the God-inspired Book, they start
low and carnal theéories regarding many
parts of it, and cnt and carve its inspired
statements with the knife of the inner ori-
tiesl epirit.

A notable example of the maumer in
which a professedly pions teacher of theol-
ogy may ba led astray, by a slavish follow-
ing of continental atiomalisis, is seen
in the oase of the youthful Professor Bmith.

As might be expeoted from -his former
stateronts, he-sasails the ditle of the can-
ticles, which sassigns their authorship to
Solomon, in the face of strong evidemoes

| DLoth external and internalin favor of the
royal authorship.

“The power of tradition has been the
second great souree of confusion of opinion,
about the song of Solomon. To tradition
we owe the titls, which apparently indi.
oates Solomon as the author, and not
merely a8 the subjeot of the book, The
authority of titles in the Old Testarnent
(nee Bibf;) is often quostionable, and in
the present dase it js certain on lingmistis
grounds, that the title is not from the hand
that wrote the poem.”

Following atill in the wake of his ration-
alistio friends, Professor.Smith speaks in
this fashion of the view of this sacred song,
held by the vast majority of pious com-
moniators in all ages. ¢ To tradition,
sgain, we owe the still powerful prejudice
infavor of an allegorioal interprotation, that
is, of the view, that from verse to verse,
the Song sets forth the history of a spir-
itual, and not merely of an earthly love.
To apply such an exegesis fo Cantioles
is to violate one of the first principles of
reasonable interpretation.”

The views held by commentators res.
pooting this beantiful song, may be class.
ed a8 the sensuous, and the spiritual,
with its subdivisiors of allegorieal and
typioal.

The Svnsuous may be regarded as the ra- ¢

Aftor the display of so much superior
wisdom and critical iusightinto the bock,
it may not be out of place to briefly
describe the sonsucus theory of this chiam-
pion of modern rationalistio viows,

Ho rogards tho pvom ns dramatio, using
“dialogue and monologuo to do-
velope the story.” Itsatructureis *amce-
bean.”

The plot iz as follows:

King Solomon, passing by Shulem, acoi-
dentally sees, and iz smilten with the
beauty of a young Shullamite, the danghter
of a widow. Ho conduots hoyr to his tent
and geeks to gain her affections. But
these had been proviously bestowed on a
neighboring shepherd. After trying in
vain to dazzle her with tha splendor of his
court, and finding all his endeavors fo win
her heart unsuccessful, he roloases her, and
gho veturns home to her altached lover,
The plot has also a political objeot in
view, favoring the conservative ideas of
the northern {ribes, in opposition to the
innovations of Solomon.

¢t A poem in the northern dialect, with
a northern heroine, and sosnery contrast.
ing the pure simplicity of Galileo with the
corrupt splendor of the conrt of Sclomon,
is clearly the embodiment of one phase
of the feeling which separated the ten tribes
from the house of David. The kingdom of
Solomon was an ionovation on old tradi-
tions, partly for good and partly for evil.
But novelties of progress and novelties of
corruption were alike distasteful to
the north, which had long been proud of
its loyalty to the principles of the good old
times.”

These extracts will show the spirit in
which the article has been written as
well an its destruotive and faith-unseitling
tendencies.

In studying the parts of the confes.
sion of faith, bearing on the canon (chap.
ter i., sections 2, 8, and 8), its statements
are geen to be somewhat meagre and gen
eral.

The principles that underlie these seo-
tions are the names and nnmbe. of the sa.
ored booke, the exolusion of the apoorypha
from their list, the partioular order in
which they are given, and the orig-
inal languages in which they were written.

He then, who takes from the Books of
Soripture, any one of them, who throws
inte confusion the order in which they are
stated, and casts constani doubts on the
purity of the text of the original languages
of the Bible, oannot but be acoused of vio-
Iating the teaohings of the confession in
lotter and in spirit, and assailing the in-
tegrity of our present canon.

If the text, especially of tho Old Testa-

tionalistio, and purely modern theory, and 1 ment, be corrupt and interpolated in many

tho latter as thie ancient and common

places, the dootrine of verbal and plenary

view, held by the pious in all ages. Is it | inspiration becowes very uncertain in ils

neceasary to intimate that tho Professor

sirougly advooates the gensuows theory,
B and eeks by one sided assertions to over-
throw the spiritual ?

Ho argues thus, * Wo are not atliberty
1o seek for allegory, axcept whore the na-
fural genso is incomplete. This is not the
oage in the song of Solomon.”

“Nor is there any allusion to Oanticles in
the New Teastament.”

There is in the course of his argument
k $he oustomary reckless assault on the purity
of the Hebrew text.

“A more legitimate explanation of
diffonltios seems at least in some caces to
lie in the stats of the text.” *

In rogard o chapter iv, v. 6., he says that
“3it ought to be observed that tho words
in question were subsequently added from
the version of Aquila, which substantially
represents the Massorstic text, yet the
false reading hias established itselfso firmly
in M8H, of the Septusgint that
our knowledgs of the interpola-
tion is almost accidental, and we
have no certainty that other in.
toepolations of the same kind have not
boen made without our knowledge. In
e cireumatances, the argnment drawn
feom the versions for the purity of the He-
brew toxt has no great value. On theother
haad the & wriori probability of interpola-
Slons and sorvuptions is very grest in »
Pooee like Cautisles, paasages from which
wore used .among the Jews as amatory
songy. After sialing that the allegorioal
oxWgdils “Axed the text in its * presnmably

Most interpolated form,” he prooseda in

oporations and inflnonces. And he who
belioves in such corruptions and interpols-
tions, oan possess notrue basis for such rn
important truth.

Such attacks as those of Professor
Smith on the very foundations of our
faith cannot but produce very disasirous
results, and be fraught with tromendous
powor Tor ovil.

And, however reluotant wemay have beon
to expose what we consider to be very grave
errors in ono ocoupying & chair of theolugy,
we shall feel that ons of omr objeets hag
been gnined, if the attoniion of several of
the learned Professors of our Canadian col-
oges be drawn to the subject, and tho false
principles and haterodox viewa presented
by Prof. Smith, expo sd and gainsaid,
What s contrast might be exhibited be-
tweeon him, and his yonthfal contemporary,
Dr. F. L. Patton, of Ohicago. The former
was thruet at once from tho probationers’
list into the Aberdeen chair, before his
opinions were matured, or his theologioal
prinociples fully established. And yonthfal.
ness and inexperience have produced their

proverbial harvest. The latter, with
his  several years’ oxperience in
the pastorate, snd also in  our

Canadian mission field, entered on his pro-
feasional dnties witk well definod views on
most theological topios, and his confliet
with Mr. Swing, wafolded s mind of. un.
usual legioal power and definite and nef
haxy theological opinions.

And these ¢wo, Smith and Patton repre.
sent inside the Ohurch tho destruolive and
constructive tendenocics of the age, as well

ita Divine Authcr, and dragging behind i
tho precious freight of saving and raneti
fying truth embodied in the orceds and
confossions of Chrielendom, pursues the
oven tenor of its way, crushing and flinging
from its resistloss sides the membra disjec
ta of infidel seientisls, rationalistioc hyper-
oritios, and pious, but latitndinarian scio
lists, who butt thelr puny heads against ita
impregnabio bulwarks.

For the Presbyterians}
ORIENTAL OCCUPATIONS.—THB
TAILOR.

BY BEV. JOHN DUNBAR, DUNBARTON.

Having written already on the manufae-
ture of cloth, aitention is now called, as a
natural if not necessary consequenos to the
manufacture of clothing. Although the
word tailor is neither found in the Bibla
nor sanotioned by oriental usags, yel we
read of the needle, of sewing and of needle-
work, but ag neither of these terms nor all
oombined, either cover, or convey all ihat
is intonded by me, I fall back upon the
{6rm Yailor now so common and withall ao
comprohonsive, It is somewhat note-
worthy however, that while frequent mon-
tion is made of covering for tho head, the
body, aud the feet, yet wo never once read,
asn distinot ocoupation, of the hatter, the
{ailor, or the shoemaker,or of any such
cognato terms, leading usg to the inference
that clothing was nol only all home-made,
bat mado by the female domestion of the
honsehold. Knowing so little of the work-
ers, lot us look then, a liftle at the work,

The simplest and meat ancient artioles
of clothing were the fig-leaf aprons, or
rather girdles of the first pair, and although
neither a Highlander, nor the eon of a
Highlander, yet to me the conolusion soems

unavoidable, that hers we have the origin,
as in onr own day we have the scniinuance,
down through all time, though in various
forms, of the veritable Highland kilt.
Whether thess aprons of Adam and Eve
wore the oconjoint productions of the inge-
nuity and handiwork of both, or whelker
ench one wore respectively that which
each made, tho record saith mot ; all that
we read ig, ¢ they made themselves aprons,”
and soon thoreafter Gted caused them to
make *ocoats of skins ” &8 being at once
more comforiable and more suitable, and
if, as is supposed, these coals were of skins
of animals offered in sacrifiee to God, such
clothing would ever earry with it a direct,
a3 well as a deep symbolical meaning. Let
none, howevor, be carried away with the
idea that coate of skine then, bors any re-
ssmblence to coata of skins now, so comfort-
able and convenient in our Canadian
wintors, but rather regard them, as similar
to the fig-leaf girdles in shapo, differing
it maybe only in mze. It is somowhat
romarkable that after this mention of
clothing wo read ao moro about garments
for woll nigh eighteen hundroed years, assar-
odly showing that tho fashions were not so
fickle and frequently changing then, ag in
our day. During that long poriod however,
thoy seem to have inoreased considerably
in longth, extending up over the shoulders
and down the knees. The making was
gimplo as tho process was short, a piece of
cloth is measnred off, & holo cut in the
middle for the hoad to pass through, the
sidos are then sown together leaving
openings for the arms. Snoh It is said
forms & dress not uncommon in Arabia at
the present day. By and bya slocvos were
attached, at first short and oxtending only
to tho elbows, but aftexwards down to the
knaes, so that it thus somowhat resembled
a shirt. In such garments workmen per-
formed their daily toils. The sleoves boing
wide were essily thrown back, hence the
exprossion to * make bare tho arm,” just
ag wo in summer roll up the slseves for
freer and faller aclion. The body being
gomewhat looss was bound round the loins
with & girdle, which at once gave vigomr
snd gracefalness to {he person, and fuller
libexty for his (work, so that to “ gird up
the loins " beoame a signifiosnt figure of
fitness and readinegs for service, and to

¢ looee the girdla"" implied giving way to
.indolenee and rapore. When & person had

'1ig 6ther garment than this, bo was eaid

t0 bo * naked," just as wo speak of & man
at work being stripped.  Tlus we are teld

tho girdle sorved meny othier purposes, one
ond, for instaunee, being doubled hack, and
tho edges sewod up, served for a purce,
heunce the origin doubtless of the Highlaud-
ox’s sporan ; in it too, the Sonbe carried
his ink-horn, and there too, the Arab car.
ries his dirk, his hauvkorohief and smoking
naterials, while for the snke of ornament
and dispiay thoso girdles were often richly
ornameonted.

Bosides this inner and under garment,
thero was in after times an outer or upper
ono. This was not so much a made gat-
ment as simply a piece of cloth, somo three
or four yards long and about two yards
wide, ocoupying a position and servinga pur-
pose eimilar to the Scottish plaid, to which
it is moze than probable that it gave origin.
Theso were used not only as a protection
from the weather, but also, like the plaid,
to earry things in, This may have been
the garment with which Yoah's sons
covored their fathor's nakedness, and this
too, may have been the mautle of Blijah.
Thus, the Israclites oarried their kneading
troughs (small wooden bowls or picces of
skin), when they departed from Egypt
“bound up in their olothes upon their
shoulders.”” Thustoo, wasoarried the * lap
full” of wild gourds, and in this way also
Ruth carried her * pix measures of barley;"
henoe the meaning of the oxpression ¢ good
measure given into the dosom.” While this
upper garment was used as an article of
clothing by day, it was also very oftem
used as & covering by night, henes we read
“if thou at all take thy neighbour's raim-
ent to pledge, thou shalt deliver it unto him
by that the sun goeth down, for that is his
covoring only, iv is raiment for the skin,
wherein shall he sleep ?" Besides the
common, there were the saored garments
of the priests, in number, nature, and form
all according to divine appointment, These
will be noticed in the order in whioh they
wexe put on; first the * linen breeches” of
fine twined linen, and blue and purple and
soarlet, of needle.work, then the ¢ bounet,”
also of fine linen, doubled round many
times and sewed together. While the dress
of the high priest inolnded all already
montioned, he had in addition thereto, first
a “robe” which was one piece of woven
work, curiously wrought with gold-»ire,
purple and blue and eoarlet thread, It
somewhat resombled a long loose shirt,
strengthened and ornamented around the
neck with a border. This reached down
to the feet, and on the lower hem there
wore seveniy-two little golden bells, altern-
ated with pomegranates all around. These
wero for causing & sound when he went
into the holy place and when he came out,
“that he die not;” then the * ephod” a
kind of short cloke consisting of two parts,
one of which hung over the shounlders and
the other over tho breast, both bsing united
by & clasp or buckleon each shoulder and
seoured as we read by & * ourious girdle,
round about, nnder the arms.” Upon each
shoulder aléo was an onyx ééone, on each
of whioh wero engraved the names of six
of the {ribes of Israel; then the *f breast-
plate " abcut ten inches square, not made
however, of metal, but of the samo sort of
oloth as the ephod and doubled so asto
form a kind of pouch or bag, in which wero
placed the * Urim sand Thummim.” On
this breast-plato wore sot twelve precious
storos, each dificrent from the other and
on each was eugraven the name of the
head of one of the {ribes of Israol. This
was fastoned on tho breast of the high

priest with rings and ribbons, and chains | |:

of gold ; then the last was tho *“ mitre" or
head-dress mado of a number of yards
of fine linen sewed in circular folds
and iveeribed upon a plate of pure gold
fastoned in front of the mitre were the sig.
nifioant words, ¢ Holiness to the Lord.”
While all the sacrad garments of the priest.
hood were to bo made not only for uss,
but “for glory aud beauty,” yet those of
tho high priest wore far rore costly and
magnifioent than those of the eommon
prieats. Neither, however, were allowed
o wear their saored robes exeept when of.
fiolating. Their ordinary garments, shough
similar in shape were simply of fine Naen,
olean and white.

In addition to all {hess, montion in made
of the “royal apparel of blue and white,”
whick belonged to kings and primses, in

whioch Mordeoai was lLonered, ard n

]
which Herod dicd, —ihe - souriot tobe,” in

whioh our Saviour was arrayed mm mook
mejosty wae & uulitery olonk,—~the * weds
diog garwment,” alao winto, was a fostal
rabs, and providud by the maker of the
‘ennt—tho “oloak * of Daul waa a travals
R eloak, wills heod £ protess againat tha
woathor, and “gackoloth™ was a coarse
fabrie, mado of goat's Lair and other ma-
toriale, il was tlack sud worn Ly wouzn.
ot Wiile the Jiffurence betwewn the
mon sud women of thw Last was by no
means su Airongly watked as watu 03, yot
wisre was & Jdistinotion, and Moses ex-
pressiy forbade any excuauge of apparel
betwacn tha sosse. In oarlier times the
summon  diess  of Lo fomaieslwus a8
oheap and simplo as thai of tue males, and
in wany respeots re-ombling tt. Boon,
howevsr, difforences devolopwi thomselves,
not only betwoen mulv aud female wutire,
bat between the atlire of femalos, for in
the time of Jacob there were different
kinds of olothing which distinguished the
unmasried, the married and the widows,
from oach other; aad thus females’ attire
wont on doveloping from the simple and
casontial to the complicatel and the orns.
montal, until in the time of Isaiah it pre.
sonted & oatalogue well nigh as formidable
as that ef the present day, From fw)
gonoral charactor of the Easlorn dress,
loose and largo, wo sea at once how one
person might, without inconvenience,
woar the clothes of another. Not so with
us, but with thom it mattored but litile
for whom o suit was first made. Thus
there was no diffoulty in the mother of
Jacob olothing him in the ** goodly raiinent
of Esau,” or of Jonsthan fitling his
robe and garments on bis friend David.
These garments onoe made never needed
to boremodolled, for then,fashion,fickle,and
formaidablo ns it is, and often fantastio, had
geither imposed her tax nor inflicted her
fyravny, and thus people could contented-
ly either Wwear their clothes or lay them
past without the shadow of a thought aver
diaturbing their mind that they either
wore, or would bs out of fashion.

Presbytery of Huron.

At a mooting of the Presbytery of Huron
held in January the following were ape
pointed Commissioners to the General Ase
sembly: Ministers, Messrs, Ferguson,

Young, MoCuaig, MecQuaarrie, Pritchard,
Leask ; elders, Jackson, Strachan, Tarn-
bull, Matheson, Garduner, Wilson. Afan
adjourned meeling held since, Melville
Church, Bruseels, was soparated from Wal-
ton, and Mr. Ferguson remains minister of
Melville Churoh with a stipend of 8750,
with a mause. Blyth and Belgrove, were
also meparated into two independent
char?es, and Mr, McLiean remaing minister
of Blyth with a stipend of $800 snd a
mange. Mr. Thomeonof MeKillop, accopts
ed a oallto Union Churoh, Bruoegeld, aud
his indunotion took place the 21st February.
At & Presbyterian Sabbath School Oonven«
tion held in Clinton in conneotion with the
Presbytery of Huron, the following resolu-
tions were unanimously adopted.—1st,
That this econvention returns hearty snd
sinoere thankato Almighty God for Hisgreat
goodnoss in permitling so large a delegation
rom all parts of the Presbytery, to attend
this the first Presbyterian Sabbath Sohool
Convention in the County of Huron.—2ad,
That it isa source of great pleasure to have
50 many favorable reports of the work done
in the various Sabbath Soheols within the
bounds; still your commiitee believe that
much greater energy may be thrown into
the work, and therefore they make the fol-
lowing recommendations to be carried ont
a8 fully as possible:—I. That all Sabbath
Schools bo kept open during the whole
yonr, if at all possible.—II. That the In-
ternational series of Lesgons bo adopted in
all onr schools.—III. That Teachors and
Superintendents usoe all helps within their
raach, 5o asnot to abuse them, as aids only,
The practice of teashing with lesson helps
in the hand is strongly deprecated, and we
urgo earnest and prayerful study upon all
who undertake the important and respon.
sible work of Sabbath School teachers.—
1V. Thal pupils be taught to give liberall
for the spread of the gospel at home an
abroad ; and in order the betler to inouleate
this duby it is considered nocessary to take
up coliections at every meeoting.—V. That
Superintendents bo requested to calect the
ymus in such & way as to be specially
apglicablo to the subject of the day’s Joszon,.
and that the practice of singing be onlti.
vated to & greator oxtent than af presant.
—VI. That the committee ocannot too
sirongly insist upon the punolual and
regular atiennance of Superintendents and
Teachers. If,however, absence is nnavoid.-
able on the part of any teacher he should
make provision for his ¢lass, or give timely
notice to Superiniendent.—~VII. That when
pupils are absent, the teacher shonld visit
such children and their parents as soon as
convenient, ard do ali that oan possibly be
done to securs regularity of attendance.
~VIIL Lastly. that the great importance
of holding regular weekly meetings for the
lesson cannet be avar estiroated, and we

respectfully urge that such be established
eithor on tho Sabbath day or week day in

sonnestion with all our achook. Yoo
Commitiee, in eonclusion, respeeifully’
recommend that the Presbytery shall muoke
arrangoments for an annual conveniion, as
in opinion of ycur comamit o great good

to tho Churen av largo weunld bo the results



