‘THE CANADIAN MEDICAL TTMES.

175

furnish to the acconcheur data of great and specia]
jmportance, and for this reason: The wife of a
working man, as anyone but the financier may
know, haa “no time to lie a-bed,” and does in-
variably get up on tte third or fifth day, seldom,
if ever, keeping on her back till the ninth day,
which’is the legitimate and correct period of the
higher and more respectable classes. The very
necessity of getting about as soon ag possible at
once furnishes us with & standard of comparison
of very great value. Thus, if I look inte the de-
tails of the last fifty cases of “arceps operation on
my register, I find these women commenced their
wusual bousebold or their factory work at periods
ranging from the third to the tenth day, under
circumstances completely favourable as to fealing,
actual state, and general condition. Now letany
accoucheur compare these results with thoze ob-
tzined from an observation of fifty cases of natur-
al and uncomplicated labour, and he will parforce
come to the conclusion that the forceps cases
made as good and a5 quick recoveries as the cases
of strictly patural and unassisted Iabour. Again,
take these same fifty forceps cases and compare
them with another series of fifty cases of tedious
or protarcted and unassisted labour, anc it will be
found that, while the former approach very near
“unity as to rapidity and perfection of recovery,
the latter depart considerably from this standard
of excellence—if I may be allowed the expression
—inasmuch as, setting aside altogether therate of
mortulity, many will make more tedious recover-
ies and depart further from the healthy or natur-
al standard as measured by time, and this we
would set down aa the tenth day. In plain Eng-
lish, the assisted cases get about sooner and feel
better than the unassisted cases do.  Jf this be the
case—and who will now deny it +—can we doubt
that the more frequent use of the forceps becomes
not only justifiable, but a matter of duty? By
their more frequent use we would not only lessen
the maternal and infaptile death-rate, but, by eli.
minating all or most of the causes of death and
other pathological states, we would bring jour
patients nearer a healthy standard of recovery.
But it may be objected that the duration of re-
covery is too uncertain & quantity to be used as a
standard of comparison, and that my statistics
must be too elastic, and only an approximation to
the truth. But the same objection can be urged
against vital statistics of all kinds.  Medicine is
strictly an uncertain science, and all that the nu-
merical method can do is to give an incressed
weight of probability to the truth of our investi-
gationa. Dr. Barnes, in his admirable lectures on
the Convulsive Diseases of Women (The Lancet,
May, 1873),[says: “ The laws of numbers are in-
faliible, but not so the perceptions and the reports
of observers ; nor are inaividual cases of discase
constant uniform quantities like abstract figures.
I think the true clinical physician will prefer to
base his judgment as to the value of different
methods of treatment vpon careful observation of
the action of remedies and close critical companri-
son of casea.” This if all I pretend to do. I
compare the recovery in a given number with the
of tedious and protracted labours, using the tenth
day as the genersl and natural standard, and I
ficd the forceps cases have had the best of it.

In conclusion, I would just eaumerate the class
of cases in which I think it justifisble and obliga-
tory to use the forceps. .

1. In all cases where the first atage of labour
i8 completed and the hesd stationary in a position
favonrable for their use. Under these conditions
I would not wait longer than two hoars.

2. In cases where, though the head is advane-
ing, the labour iz tedions, from the fa.t of the
pains being too weak or having almost ceased.

3. In cases where the pairs are stronger than is
warranted by the advance made.

4. In hemorrhage, if exceusive ; and in some
cases of convulsions,

5. In cases, favourable for operation, where the
patient is very desponding or impatient.

6. In cases of a tedious nature where there is
a rigid fourchette or a lengthened perineum,
especially where the paing are not steady in
thythm and force, snd where mother Nature
seems bent on rupture. In reference to this
elass of cases I make no apelogy for quoting from
a, report of Dr. Clark’s paper in the Dublin Quar-
terly Journal of Medical Seience, Jan. 1873. He
says: “If rigid peritoneal tissues be the obstacle,
the danger of their laceration will be lessened by
the forceps. The wedge-like form of the proxi-
mal end of the locked blades is an important aid
in dilation. It prepaves the way ; meanwhile it
diffuses the bearieg of the uterine force along the
longitude of the vagina, lessening its intensity at
any poiat. Moreover, the experienced practition-
er will remember that a majority of the cases of
laceration of the perineum occur when, after long
delay at that point and many ineffectusl pains,
ths uterus, as if vexed with the futility of its
ctiorts, with one tremendous throe suddeuly bursts
through the obstacle. Reflex power, when re-
peatedly foiled, does thus accumulate, The for-
ceps, by securing the steady progress of the head,
in some degree obviates the danger,”

7. In cases of occipito-postericr positions, un-
less the labour is advancing quickly. Xhavehad

four cases of the above presentations during the
last year. Three were in the third position and
one in the fourth. There was delay in all. All
I had to do was to rotate the head so that the
presentation became occipito-anterior.

8. The second twin, if a head-presentation, and
not advancing quickly aftar the first,

9. To save tune—1ie., if the case is favourable
for forceps—I do not scruple to use the meansat
my command of relieving the woman from travail

and myself from work.—[Lancet.

ACTION AND SOUNDS OF THE HEART.

In a paper on the action and sounds of the
Heart, read before the British Medical Associa-
tion, Dr. George Barton maintzined that it was
a wistake to believe that the ventricle is dilat-
ing when the arterial gystole takes place. He
summed up his views as followa:—1. The dis-
tended aorta reacts in immediate connection with
the ventricular systole, crossing the sigmoid
valves as its impulse is imparted to the wave.
2. The sound produced in closing the sigmoid
valves terminates the first sound of the heart
3. The second sound is produced by contraction
of the auricles, as they propel the blood through
the auriculo-ventricular foramen, distending the
ventricle. It appeara to follow the irst sound,
but represents the commencement of & new beat.
—[The Doctor.
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. A NEW WEEKLY JOURNAL,
DEVOTED TO PRACTICAL MEDICINE

SoRGERY, OBSTETRICS, TPERAPEUTICS, AND THE UOL~
LATERAL SCIENCER, MEpical Porrrics, FErnics,
NEwB, AND CORRESPONDENCR. .

The Undersigned being about to enter on the publi-
cation of & new Medical Journal in Canads, earnestly

solicits the co-operation and support of the profession in
The want of & more § t of -

between the members of this well-odncated snd L

body has been long felt; since monthly publications
such &s alonc have been hitherto attempted in this
country, do not at times fully serve the requiremants of
the controversies and pieces of correspondence which
epring up. It necessanly diminishes the interest of a
correspondence to have to wait a month for a reply and
another month for a rejoinder ; and it is in consequence
of this drawback, no doubt, that many important or in-
teresting points are not mere fully debated in tha
monthly medical journals.

TaE JaNADIAN MEDIcAL TrMEs, appearing weekly, -
will gerve a5 o vehicle for correspondance ::gnll pom{;
of purely professional interest. It isalwo intemded to
furnish domestic and foreign medical news : the domes-
tic intelligence having reference more particulzrly to the*
proceedings of city and county Medical Societies, Col-
tege and Univermty pass-lists, pablic and professivnal
appointments, the outbreak and spread of epidemics, the,
introduction of jtaTy impr ta, et Many ine
teresting items of this nature, it is hoped, will be con-
tributed by gentlemen in their respective localities.

If the interest of a correspondence can be maintained
and its freshness preservec by a weekly publication, is
maust he yet more valuable to have weekly notices in-
stead of monthly ones of the advances which are contin.’
uously being made in the medical art. Obviously the
sooner a medical practitioner hears of an improvement
the sooner he can put it in practice, and the sconer will
his patients reap the benefit, In this manner, the value
of a weekly over a monthly or semi-annual medical
journal may someti prove inestimable.  Medical
papers and clinical Jectures, in abstract form or in ex-
tenso, will regularly appear and constitute s consider-
able portion of the new journal* In this way it is in-
gcnded to forkish t}fahe creaxn‘bc og,;:edim.l litertimre_in =n.

epartments, 8o that & subscriber may deperd upon its
pages as including almos$ every notice of practical value
contained in other journals, “ P

Original articles on medical subjects will appear in its
pages. The growth of medical hiterature in Canada of
late years encourages the hope that this de; 4 will
be copiously supplied. Notices of cases have been kind- -
ly promised, and an invitation to contribute is hersby -
extended to others who may have papers for publication.
If the profession would encourage the establishment of
& wortluly representative medical journalism in Cansada,
its members should feel that upon themselves rests the
onus of siding in the growth ot a national profeasional
literature,

In order to gain a wide-spread circulation for the new
journal, the publisher has determined on making it as
cheap as posaible. It will appear in the form of a quarte
newspaper of twenty-four wide columns, confaining o
large quantity of reading matter, and be is=ued weekly
at the low price of Two Dollars per annum.  For
cheapness this will go beyond anything as yet attempted
in & medical journal in Canada,

It will be the aim of the editor to make it at once sn
interesting, practical, and useful journal, indispenasble
to the Canadian practitioner. It will be the aim, fur-,
ther, td make the MEeprcar Tmus the organ of the pro-
fession in Canada, as its columna will be freely open to
the discussion of any professional matter, whether of
medical politics, ethics, or ¢f guestions in practice.

As % medi forad.ﬁ t ‘ﬂxe h(xn;)oc:x& Tnmb-
will poasess the special advantage of giviug spoody pul
icity to snnouncements. The advertising will be re-
stricted to what may legitimately appear in & medical
journal, .

" Terms for Advertixing—Eight cents per line for first
insertion ; 4 cents. per line for every subsequent inser-
tion. Special rates will be given on application for
monthkly and yearly advertisements. .
-Terms for Subacription—Two Dollars; per sunum, cr .
QOne Dollar for xix menths,
Address all orders to the Publisher,
JAMES NEISH, M.D,,
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